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CHAPTER XXVII

Ihe Rhine Crossing

The day after Seventh Army launched its offensive
azainsf the Siegfrded Line a conference at SHAEF announced
that plans were being made to drop the 13th Airborne Div-
ision just east of the Rhine and northeast of Worms prioi
to the crossing of the ground forces, with the mission of
securing the east bank of the Rhine in the crossing area :
and protecting the flanks of the bridgehead. On 18 Varch,
- however, it was found that the 13th Airborne Division
would not be avsilable before 28 March. In a letter to ’
General Haislip, Commanding the XV Corps, General Patch;
announced that XV Corps would definitely have availablé
onlf four infantry divisions and one armored division for
the bridgehead, Although the crossing site was more or
less definitely fixed in the Worms srea, to anticipate any
~ contingency XXI Corps and VI Corps were directed to plan
for a crossing in the Spiyer-Germersheim area as an alternate

thrust across the Rhine,

Irocops Move Into Position
On 22 March the 3rd and 45th Infantry Divisions were
~ordgred to halt the bulk of their troops west of the line Alzey-
Gruenstadt-Wachenheim and reconnoiter for crossing siﬁes.2 To pre-

pare for the operation XV Corps was ordered on 23 March to

‘Telieve all Third Army units holding the west bank of the
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Rhine in its gone, This was accomplished by
reserve regirents of the 3rd and 46th Infantry Divisions
prepared for imminent attack. During the few days avail-
“ahle boat lists were revised and vehicle crossing priority
liets prepared, Storm and assault boats were not yot
evailable, Training was carried on by ouvtlinins the ecraft
on the ground with engineer tape and assigning new men
treir proper positions in the boata in that mm'meu'.:5 AS
the motor columns of the two engineer river crossing gfoups,
each about 35 milas long, rumbled toward the viorms ares,
the infantry divisions inched forward towanrd tho nhine
River, making their later moves ﬁndar the covar of
darkness as they approached the west bank,

The 46th pivision had been asaigned a zone on the
left flenk of xv Corps and on 23 March ﬁid given the
167th Infentry the mission of patrolling tée west bank
of the river in its zone. The 179th end the 180th
Infantries as the assault regiments remained farther to
the rear andcarried on threir training, vwarther south
the 3rad Division likewise employed the 15th Infantry for
patrol activities, while the 7th and 30th regiments pre-
pared for the attack,

The Problem 2£ theIWOirs

It has been mentioned that Seventh Army's actual
erossing was based on a revision of plana drawn vp by

°oventh Army 1n october of 1944. These pllns lncluded
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not only & scheme of mansuver and trOOpmliut applicatle

in their main characteristics to nearly any portion of the
rhine, bnt rlso datail@d aniﬁeer studies on tre physloai
problems involved, Not the lsast interesting of these was
trs nerman capability of interfering with a crossing effort
by tamrering with dams upstreanm,

Th§ power of the Rhin; is harnessed by nine dams on the
Rhine itself and on !ts tributaries, A manipulation of the
woeir gates or the total destruction of the dama would release
approximately 6,420 million cubic feet of water to form a
powerful Ggerman weapon of desperation that would sweep
bridges from the Rhine and innundate Swiss, French, and Ger-
man lowlands, : - A

The possibility of an artifielal flood to hamper opera~-
tions had been first mentioned on 16 September in an engineer
stvdy which astated that the opening of the Phine w»iver power
wiers at intervals of fouf or five hours would cause flood
waves and endanger downstream bridges, Operation of thov
weir gates is undoubtedly under agreement betwesen cermany
anéd gwitzerland, the engineer study concluded; and a dip-
lomatic approach to fwitzerlsand was therefore sugrested by
geventh Army’.4 Rixth Army ~roup rscommended to SEARF that,
if enemy manipulation of the walrs could not be stopped,
quick counter-measures by the Swlss could minimize the
flood, |

The Rhine c¢rossing planning board had also tpuched on

the problem when it reported:
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consideration should be given to the establishment
of a flood werning system as far upstream as possible,
mhis will entall coordination with vrench Firat army or !
with agpents in Switzerland, <rould flood waves he crsated
artificlally the only rope of protecting the floating
bridees 1s by breaking and securing them to the river
banks, This would require considerable time....5

In reaponse to the Allied request n-2 of seventh Army

on 12 October was informed by the United States wilitary

Attache in Switzerland that ",..chances are favorable
for positive action."6 Vevertheless, the probleﬁ of
millions of tons of water behind Aerman~-controlled dems
ready to sweep down the Rhine, wash out Seventh army bridges, -
and strand assault troops on the far shoru‘eontinued to
cause concern, On 17 Rovember 1t was sugrested that power
inetallations and dams on ﬁho Schwarzen River in the plack
rorest be deatroyed by bombing, unless the Swiss covernment
guarant;ed absolute control of the woif gatea to prevent
their uss to cause flood weves in theﬂnhine river, Yo
action, however, was taken, At that time ne2 ahe N«3 were
of the opinion that the sermans would not destroy the weirs
because of their need for po'or.v

word was recelived on 18 November that the matter had
been more satisfaotorily negotiated through diplomatie chane
nels when Rrigadisar neneral B. R, Legre, United States
vilitary Attache, Berne, switzerland, informed sovohth AT™my
that indications were the Swiss government would take

necessary action to guard the weirs in the rRhine River
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petween Lake Constance and Rasel, Switzerland.® puring
the fall of 1944 the dam et Xemhs had bsen bombed by
srecially trained Foyal Alr Torce cfewa ﬁbich earlier hsd.'
destroyed large dams in the Ruhr, The Kembs Dam had been
breached &and part of aplsace flooded,.

Engineer Training for the Rhine Crossing

recause the wide, swift Rhine River presented previously
unencountered enginesr obstacles for both the assault phase
and later bridging operstions, tre two praviously mentioned
river erossing schools for <sventh Army units at nole and
Ctamp e valboﬁno had been estavlished on 26 centember, One
battalion each from the 40th ¥ngineer COmbat Regiment and
the 540th EBngineer Combat regiment attended the nine-day
course, Tre achools hsd tr;ine& engineers in the eperation
of assauvlt and storm boats, the construction and operation
of rafts and farriss, ant the eonstruction of ponton bridges,
Results of their sxperiments in means of crossing personnel,
vehiocles, and supplies over a riQar approximating the con=-
ditions to be found at the Rhiné ﬁivar in the Seventh Army
projected zone waro'now avnilable.g

The two types of craft to be employed to carry assault
waves across the river wers thre storm bost, the spearhead
of thre asaau}t becaunse of i1ts high speed, and the assnulir
boat. Two companies of each enginear reg!iment wers trained
in storm and assauvlt bHoat Oporation‘and in raft and forr&

construction and operation, while a third company was trained

.

s
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in floating bridge construction. Storm and assault boat
and ferry operators spant five days at nole and féur days
in the swifter current school at Vaihonne, and the bridging
school was econducted entirely on the swift Rhone River,
SQVQﬁty-two two-man crews psr battalion were trained
in storm bdoat operation, Roatmen and motor operators
received identical instruction, produeing a total of 144
trained storm boat operators par battalion; and, in addition,
‘100 operators of 22-horsepower motors per battslion were
trained for work with assault boats, Each motor operator
and assistant received approximately 20 hours trsining in
the water, mThe remaining men in the two compenlies studied
the construction of rafts and worked as cadle handlers and
"boatmen and flosting mine carrierﬂ.lo
-whdn the schools had complotdd‘thnir‘minnion, the seventh
Army had river crosaing equipment &nd treined engineer per-

sonnel ready to force the rhine River,

XV corps vekes minsl Proparations

YV corps vield Order Ro.’zs, 1ssued 8t 2400 hours on
24-25 varch, ordered the Aﬁtack for.wﬁich no D-NDa&y or ¥F-pour
hed at that time been .assigrnod.‘ ‘mhe 3re Diviston was o
forcng cfosaing of tre rhrine aoutﬁlbf @oims with 1té initial
ohjective tn cut the ﬂafaaﬁeim-uannheim réilroad.lina 1h its
zpno,'with ine Jasgersburger #ald no&th of tﬁo Lcrach@r'wald
&8s its seéond objoctiva. Bo;h divia;ons were to attack east

into the Cdenwald on corps order,


https://school.at
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vollow-up troopa to cross #a soon aa practicable after
tho'nnsuult divisions were the €3rd and 44th Tnfantry Divi-
sions. On the left the £3rd nivision was to attack in
coenfunction with the 48th nivision on corps order, and the
44ty Nivision on the rirht wss piven the seme wmission in
the zone of the 3rd Nivislion, The 106th cavalry Aroup was
leter attached to the 3rd I'ivision. The proposed air drop
scst of the Rﬁino was no longer considered necessary and
was cancelled on 24 M&rch.ll

Ry this time the Seventh Army zone west of the Rhine

had been clearsd of enemy except for & small pocket in the
sovthwest portion of Yulwigshafen, which was bheine taken
ecare of by XYI Corps troops, and isolated resistance in
the vT Corps zone.l® puring the night of 24-25 warch the
assault elements of xv Corps erept toward the Rhine until
they wers assembled two to three miles from the rivar.15
ronditions were such that regimental, and battalion, and
many eonpany commanders had been able to reconnoiter
thoroughly the crossine sites on the neay shore between
23 and 25 yarch, Tialson planes were emploved in shifte
allowing cormanders of all echelons to view first hend thre
terrain over which they were to attack, althougr the enemy
was sensitive and retaliated with heavy flak when the craft
eaﬁe within renge. Cautiously, the near shore wes investl-

rated on foot,

wrom personal ohsarvation and from maps and n-2 data

\
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commanders determined that the Phine in the selected area
wes aprroximstely 1,000 feet wide, and 17 feet desp, flowing
swiftly betﬁeen revetted banks, The terrain on both shores
1s flat ané aparsely wooded near the river, Therefore all
concantration of peraoﬁnol and equipment hasd to be accome
plished during darkness, The Ehine valley, densely popula-
ted, is crosshatched with roads which were ‘thought capable
of surporting the oporation, |

rarallsling trte nhine in thae erossing area and some
oiptt rmiles esst of the river are the Odenwald Yountalns,
rourhly 40 miles long and 32 miles wide, rising sharply
ort of trhe rhine plain, An exploitationAin the worms ares,
although not hamporodlin its initial stages by the Odenwald;
was threatened by its prresence because the enemy possibly

)
/

couvld malke a stand thare snd contain the brideehesd. The

worms area kad teen selected not because of the ndvantagooun{‘

terrain but becsuse operations there and the Third Army

bridretead to trhe north would be mutuslly supporting, y
¥o accurste 4lagnosis of the enemy strensth oprosing

Yy corps on the fer bank of the Rhine was possible, rThe

utter confusion in which the nerman wirst and ceventh

Armieas of Army aAroup n bhad retreated hefore the west bank

assaults of tre American geventh and Third armies $recluded

any intelligent surmise of thte units to oppose the bridge-
head, 7Tt was probably that the nermans themselves did
not at that time know thelr own order of battie, 14
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J

remnants of 22 divisions were belleved to havo_eséaped
across tre river in the vv forns zone, but the afébgtiva
strength of the diviaions could not be estimated, 1&5 was
believed, however, that the average strencth to,oppgéévtho
initial assault would not be more than 50 men per riféf
front kilometer, Hased on eXp€riencés at ctrasbourg éadﬂ
rolmar, 1t was belisved that the enemy had no large gdns}g
permanently emplaced east of the FRhine and that the only

N~

enemy srtillary support would come from orpanic dlvision
and corns artillary.15
To ornose thre Seventh Army brideehezd the enemy would
probadbly make & datermined but unsuccessful effort to
oppose the crossing., Yis oppoaition was likely to prove
less a hindrance than the current, the river banks, and
other tachnleal 4ifficulties, A first hand study of the
far ahore was made bv tre hattalion commander of the lst
rattalicn, 120th Infantry, who with three men paddled
across the Rhine in & rubber boat at about 2400 hours on
24-25 varch and reconnclitered for nearly half an hour
aftor landing in the Altrhein canal, The patrol found
- no m'nes, no wire, and no smplacements, Although the
four men saw several enemy &nd were positive that they,
in turn, were seen, trey were not fired upon and returned
safely, me-nay was gnnourcer asz 26 varch and r=vovr at
0230 by Cpsrations Tnstructions ¥o, 111, Seventh ary,

on 25 »arch,
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The Attaeck .

vnder a cloud=-obscured moon that 4id little to relieve
tre darkness, engineers began preparation of the near shore
approactes on tre revetted banks of the wide, rapidly flowing
Phine river, Nervously alert, the enemy 1,000 feet across
the stream heard activity in the Srd Diviaidn zonej and
enginesrs worked under steady mortar and artillery fire,
Perhaps the enemy was ospoéislly juﬁpy because of two
fainte made across the Rhine in the 3boyer-aermersheim
.area earlier in the evening.16 | |
» Thirty-eiglt minutes befors F-rour the occasional
erunch of an artillery shell deepened into a roar, All
guns and howltzers in the 3rd pivision zone, where surprise
had already beon lost to the alertness of the enery, opened
up to saturate the far shore with 12,000 rounds directed on
known unti-dircraft‘nrtillery emplacements and possible
defensive positions, Th@ 46th nivision, north of the 3rd
Tivision hed recelved no undue amount of enemy fire;
and 1ts guns remalned ailent to maintain the mecrecy of
the opsration in that gzone,.
‘ while the artillery preparation eontinuod,vtho first
wave of the five that'wero to make the assault moved from
the assembly areas to the dark river, carrying storm boats
or pulling them on small cartas, At uépour the stillness
thet followe? half an hoﬁr of artillery was broken by the

roar of nearly 100 rirty-horhopowcr motors, Wwith

storm boats approximately 50 yards apart to allow mansuver
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roor, the initial wave swept across in less than 30
seconds, each of four regiments making & bridgehead along
a nine-mile stretch of the Rhine River, The 7th Infantry
pad firped the gun, and one of {ts battelions made the
crossing safsly four minutes befora F-Fcur; taking
gedvantage of tre heavy artillery fire,

on the left of the hridgehead the 45th nivision
crosged with the 179th Tnfantry on the left near vamm
and the 120th Infantry in the vicinity of Rhein Durkhelm,
roth assault regiments came under flak, small arms,
and seattered ﬁortar fire on the water, and met strong
initial resistance nn the beach from anti-aireraft.
gurs, machine guns, and smaell arms fire. The crossing
of the 180th Regiment seemed to come as a surprise to
tre enermy, and the first wave ﬁot»rolativoly slight
resistance on the water that stiffensd as the troops
swarmed ashore., The initlal shook wore off rapidly,
howeveré and nearly half the assault erseft in subsequent
waves were sunk in this zone by mortar, flak, and artillery
fire,

Once on the beach the two assault battalions of
each regiment battled fiercely for a foothold and then
began to fen out, All assault elements of the 179th
Trifantry were over and moving inland by 0316 hwr's.

reaistance deteriorat2d rapidlys small towns in the
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bpridpehead area offered oprosition but were quickly
flanked and subdued, The 5rd Rattallion of the 180th
Infantry met and overcame strong resistance in Bibdlis
in front of the division objective, Ry 0800 hours the
division had reached tre railroad line and had began
1tas érive through the Jaepersburger waléd to the corps
bridgehead line, the autobahn 1& the eastern sdge of
the woods, Tarly in the day the 179th Regiment
secured contact with elementa of the Third Army on .the
left, and the 180th Infantry made contact with
northarn elements of the 3rd Division after some ¢iffie-
culty., The 3rd Division had met stiff resistance befori
rezchking that far inland, 0varéaminn hbloeks on the
roads in the Taegersburg wald, the 4Bth Niviaion red
reached the corps dbridgehead line across ita entire
front by 1720 hours, after the 180th Infantry had
called on 24 planes to soften the strongly resisting
town of fAros ¥ausen, At1100 hours the 157th Inrantry,
in ressrve, had bepun to cross and had closed on the
far shore by 2000 hnura.lv |
The 3rd DpDivision nro-iing on the right of the
Seventh Army bridgehead was made to the shore line
against slight opposition, which increased as the
troops drove inland,l8 rhe 30th Infantry on the left
erossed near worms against sporsdic machine gun, flak,

and mortar fireg and doth assault battillonn'woro over
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by 030C hours, fannlng out to secure the crossing
site, Troors met opposition not only from anti-sireraft
£8 mr guns but from machine puns emplaced in fox=holes,
and resistance increased as the division moved eaatward,
rdvancing alowly, the 2nd rattalion on the left
sttacked Turstadt, whrare fierce fire from automatic
wsarona, tanks, and mortars met its asesavlt, while
pmerican units were Ariving inland, enemy leadars
rad effected a semblance of organizetion among troons
witrdrawing from tre overrun defenses of the river line,
mre nermans counterattacked BRurstadt with armor and
flak wegon support at 1027 hours, with bazookas,
rifle rrenafes, an® antl-tank guns, the 2nd mattalion
turned the attack snd knocked it out, Farther south
~at aprproximately 1200 hours the enemy used the same
tactics against the 3rd Rattalion &s 1t battled for
Tarmpertheim, The town was cleared after the
eounterattack was repulsed. During this time the
1st rattslion, 1in reserve, crossed, cleared snipers
from tte btidge sltes, and t ook Robgtadt on thre
reci~ental left flank bhv encireclesmant,

To the right of the 30th Regiment the 7th
Infantry had crossed north of Hannhelm aga!nst slight
initlel resistance, By 0340 hours both assault
battalions were acrossj and the lst pattalion on the

right drove into Sandhofen, where it fought from
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house to house the remainder of the day against
strong small arms and artillery fire, The 3rd
pattalion met only slight resistance as 1t pasged on
the laft of the regimental line to reach the railroad’
line, The 2nd nrattalion crossed at1100 hours and was
cormitted to the figtt in 2andhofen,

yeanwhiles, fire from machine guns and anti-aireraft
wespons on the island in the Rhine midway between the
two bridgeheads of the 3rd Division hindered the
work on bridres, Hero\onemy weapons fired across
flat gfound directly into both crossing sites, At
0900 hours the 3rd Battalion of the 18th Infantry
crosgsed the Rhine an? recrossed to elear the island
br 1200 hours, Py this tima the remainder of the
fopimont had crossed the river and attaclked in
conjunetion with the 7th Infantry toward the eastern

edgre of thre Loracher Wald.lg

Ry midnight of D-Day the
3rd pivision was moving rapidly through the woods
agalnst slackening resistance toward the corps
bridpehead line on the sutobahn,

ocrrosition to tre 45th nivision operation had
been moderately strong on ths beach but had frovad
to be only & hard shell shielding a soft interior, The
thrust inland was only lightly opposed once the shell had
been plerced, Shortly after the initisl penetration

was mede, guns firing into the crossing area uoro\
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overrun; and the operation continued with & minimum
of difficulty.ao TYn the zZone of the 3rd nivision,
however, the situation wes reversed. Resistance on
tre beaches had been slight, testifying to the efficacy
of 12,000 rounds of ertillerysy but tough pockets
develoned in the bricpehesd area and by-passed enemy
comtinue® to fight after the division had taken its
initial objective, Althouzh smoke was available to
both assault tesams, only the 3rd Division chose to
employ it, mThe 3rd Division ecreossing sites and dbridges
Qaro smoked continuously for three days, beginning
the morning of D-Day.zl
wrile assnault elements werse driving sast, activityv
on the river went ahesd under artillery fire that at
times was intense, All 14 DD tanks in the 45th pivision
gone crossed safely, although those attached to the
179tk Infantry were forced by muddy banks to cross
farther south in ths divisionsl sone, Tén ofbth.
14 ampribious tanks assigned to the 3rd pniviaion
reached the far shore, N0 mansuver cable had been
conatfuctad and tre tanks crossed by "free float",
Thres gank as a result of enemy action in the zono\df
the 7th Tnfantry, and one was hit and deatroyed on ttre
far shore, Six tanks erossed in the zone of the 30th

2

Tnfantry, and one sank.2 All DD tanks were relisved

on 27 yarch by armor whieh had eroaaid on bridges and

i
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rafts.,

Engineers in both assauvlt Zones began construction
of floating bridges as soon as small arms fire ceased
to harass the sites, Under heavy artillery and mortar
fire the 540th Fngineer rombat rroup supported the
advance of the 3rd Nivision by ernstructing aﬁd opsrating
two heavy ponton rafts and two infantry support rafts,
ry the end of tre day on 26 warch the group trad
eompleted & 948 foot treadway bridge and & 1,040 foot

heavy ponton bridge. The latter had been constructed

1n nine hours and 12 minutes, Bedly needed transportation

rolled across the two bridges., Two heavy ponton rafts

an’ two infantry surport ra’ts eperated by the 40th

/. ®ngineer Combat aroup had suprorted the 45t} Division,

At the end of 28 warch & heavy ponton dbridge and a
floating treadway bridge were nearing completion in
tﬁat zdn§.23

The first fleld artillery battalion crossed the
river three and one half hours after w-rour, and all
nrtillor& normelly aupportin&ﬁthe four assault
regiments was across six hours later, During the
firut £4 hours of raft operation over 1,000 vehicles
were forried.24 Fvacustlion was by nrxw and ferry, as
81l bridges were one way, By 27 March it wéa believed
that the enemy was meking & break for the rear to

o;thbliah 8 defensive line on the wain River.
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resistance, 8ven in tte utronpiy defandad 3rd Diviston
zone, had become negligidble excent for scatterad nockets,
rnoth diviaionu exploited trelr successes by mountidg
troors on tanks and tank destroyers and on trucks to
sweep into the ndenwald to overtakes the retreating
enemy before he had tivwe to consolldate his defense,
nerman trucks, captured the previous day, supplemented
americen vellcles which were baing hrougtt ovér tre
newly-built bridgce.25

The 456th pivision continued its attack on 27 varch
to the northeaat.with three regirents abdbreast, one
battalion of each in ressrve, and moved ahesd without
significant hindrance, The enemy showed the effects
of tte mauling he had recsived, and the best opposition
te could offer waa msdioere small arms and machine gun
firs In two towns, Elsewharé the division met only
uncoordinated and disorzanized attempts to delay its
advanée. mhe 157th Tnfantry on the left flank shot
‘forward 16 miles and patrolled 1l miles farther to'
tre vain piver, The othar two regiments rade almost
equally good pro&rass.gs

_rn 27 vareh the 3rd rivision also met sporadie
resistance, as 1t expanded its bridgehsad on the army
richt flank. During the day the enemy broke into

by-passed sandhofen, and the 7th Tnfantry was relileved

here by the 44th pivision., The forward elements of
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the 3rd D1vision, mountad on armor and trucks, advanced
ovar mult!ple routes into the 0denwald, striving to
catch the retreating enemy before he reached the vain
River,

necause of the uncoordinated and rapidly deteriorating
opposition, the bridgehesd could be considered ssecure
on 27 varch, although the army bridgehead line had not
‘bsan resched at 2ll points, on 28 warch 2,462 priéonorl
of wer had been taken, ant 1,739 ware canturad on the follow-
ine day, Threa pmeriesn infantry divisions, one armored
division, and many corps and army troops were safely across
tts vhina River, The 44th pivision on 27 warch had secured
without oprosition the army right fl;ﬁk, and the 12th
Armored Division had crossed on the same day,

Althomeh an army brideohead 1ine had been Aesignated,
1t vroved to bs only a mark on a map, for the army
414 not balt its advance there, Customerily, a uhit
malrine an amphiblious operation fights to reach a
-birdrehead line which has been gelected to pive the
greatest protection to the croseing area. Supplies and
build«up troops are then crossed until sufficient force
is avatlable to launch a break-out attack, =nt this
procadure was not followed in the Rhina oparations the’
onposition did not warrant & halt in the advance,

To oppose expansion of the bridrgehesd the ~narmans
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had only a miscellany of stop-gap units, PrRurden for
defense fell on elements of more than 40 anti-alireraft
battalions, who first used thei; guns as ground support
weapons and fought as Infantry when the guns were destroyed,
carvice and guerd units were alao ccmﬁitted to support
combat divlsions, which were unable to provide more than
15 psrcent of the ccmbat effectives met during the
first few weeks east of the river.28 Tmmediately after
tre bridgehead vﬁs launched, the enoﬁy'q capabilities
were rapldly coming to be based on Allled logisgica. 1t
was not believed thet thre enemy would divert troops from
tte northern fioﬁts to stop the <eventh Army thrust,
because the auhr‘area wes S0 mucﬁ more valuable to tte
eanemy than the Yrankfurt-yannheim area.z

mhe ﬁwo remalining corps of sovénth Army crossed
the Rhine over bridges in the XV Corps assault zone
during the last days of Nﬁrch. The 63rd Tnfantry Division
and the 10th prmored nivitsion of Y¥Y rorpas were sast of
tre Rhine by 29 warch, anc the 4th and 42nd nivisions

crossed on the last day of the month.so

on 30 warch
VY corps was ordered to ¢ross the Rhine over the worms
and r*annheim bridges, Tre corps secured the esst hank
of ﬁhe Fhine as far south as the Seventh Arﬁy right

boundary with little enemy hindranco'.31
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rridres and Troops

™he lonr term lorlatical support of Sevanth Army
after a successful crossins of the rhine River was the
responsibility of the army enginesr insofar as road
and rail maintenance was concerned, and a long term
bridge bulldins plan was nccessafy. fhen a crossing

of the rhine had first been‘cnntemplatod in the fall of

1544 planz, for semi-p@fmsrent btridgas had been drawn and
avtmitted. procurement of &ll supplies available locally
;as begun, bontracts were let to civilian firms for fir
rilinc,. geventh Arﬁy enrineers also hauled logs from

" the frrest, sup@rviaed tre operation of the mills, and
rmovad timbor.from the mills to the raiihoada. puring

the six week period required to produce sufficient .
pilinz’tk@'daily‘nutpmt of ths mills was Increased
aprroxtmatély SOO percent.‘

Bridge déﬁigns were adapted to utilize prefabricated,
Arop-centar, lattiéo pirders for stringers which were
prodﬁced in ?rénch ciﬁilian rachine shopa according to
ceventh Army-enpineer specifications, Since Wovember, plans,
matérial, squipment, and troops were available to
cﬁnstruct sémi-fﬂrnanﬁnt bridees acrose the Rhine,

- rlerted on 26 varch, th@ﬂ545rd and 344th “ngineer
Fopimentskmcfed forward to begin construction of
Semi-pérmanant bridges, The Slﬁnt highway span, begun
on D’plua S, was cﬁmpletod on D plus 13, & total
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constructioﬁ fina of ten days, It was a 1,048 foot,
two~way Class 70, timber pile bent, atéél stringer
bridge bullt entirely of materials procured locally.
mhree undred &nd forty piles and 280 lattiée girdéra
went into its conatrﬁction, after materials rad been
moved from an assembly srea 85 miles to the rear, As
“an interim measure bétvoon light floatineg bridges and
fixed, semi=-permanent bridges, construction of a
pailey bridge on barges had been approved on 19 ¥arch,.
orders had been issued by ceventh Army that commanders
were to secure intact all floating equipment including
barpes an® tugs which eould ba found {n their respective
areas, The necessary oraft had been ldeated in serial -
photographs, |

Fowever, by the time the river hed bean reached
and construction of the bridge was consldered feasibdble,
1t was discovered that many ofthe barges had been
sunk or damaged, Tt was at that time thought more
profitable to ut!lize the smolderins remsins of a ferman
.mllitnry bridge north of ¥annhelm, work was begun on
n“plus two and completed on D plus 13, plaecing in
commiéuion an 820 foot, Ralley bdridge built on the
wreckage of the enery span, The first railroad
bridge was built at Feannhein, thalaecond'cohpletéd at
yarlsruhe ,52 | o

purine the period of the river crossinc and the

S

o~
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consolidation of i1ts territorisl gains Seventh Army

was making the necessary adjustments 1ﬁ the composition
of i1ts corps and suprorting troops, The sadvance had
b@en so rapld since the breakthrough into the Saar-
palatinate that army plenning had bad to be flexible,
on 26 yarch, as 1its troops c¢rossed the Rhine, the
s;venth Army command post cloaed at Barreguomines\nnd
réopened* at Xaiserslautern in germany.

/
i

. AS early as 9 yarch 1t tad been anticipated that
\ihe 4th Tnfantry pivision and the 13th Armored Divislon
‘would bo;addod to ceventh Army troops for offenaive

f Operatiéno in nermany, Py 12 March the 4th Tnfantry
':ningioﬁ corranded by Rrigadier neneral marold w, Rlakely
’and'eOWbosed of the Bth, 12th, and 22nd In?antry‘
ﬁegimeﬁta, had been directed to assemble and move to the
vacoqu ares, oOn 25 Warch VI Corps passed the 4th

ané 4256 Divisions to the control of xXXI Corps and
qaaumod control of the 7lst and 100th pivisions together
wﬁthffhe responaihility for the west bank of the Rhine
 Piver. vagor neneral Jobkn B, wWogan commanding general
ifof tha 13th Armored Divislon had reported to “eventh

ﬂ Army Feadquarters on 17 varch. This division upon its
i arrivél in the army erea was placed in army reserve,

In ppmrationabInatructiona Ko, 107 issued by geventh
Arm& on 24 ¥arch both the 70th Infantry and the 13th

Armored nivisions were directed to continue army reserve
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missions, Two days later both divisions were placed in
a1ATF reserve to bs employed with limitations by
ceventh Armye. |

on 23 ¥arch the 6th Armored Division had been
relieved of attachment to YV Corps and Seventh Army and
was returned to tre mhird Army, 2t the same time the
12th Armored Diviaion, which had served with the yv
rorrs of Third Army since 16 warch, was returned to
ceventh Army and attached to XYY Corps, These chances
1n‘assignmoﬁf wéra restated on the following day to the
same purpose, Two days later the 12th.Arm0rod Division
was transferred from YYT to YV Corps and the 63rd
Infantry niviaion from yv to YYT Corps, mn 23 WMarch
the 10th Armored DMivision, which had formerly served
with Seventh Army at the end of January and the beginning
of vdbruary, héd\baen attacred to sSeventh Army from
Third Army for operationa)l purposes only. Six days
later Y¥Y Corps had directed the 10th armored Division
to pass through elements of the Srd and 44th Diviaions
east of the Rhine prepargd to advance on corrs order
sorth of the Neckar River,

By the time 1t had established its bridrehead east
of the Rhine Seventh Army hed under 1its cqntrol ten
infantry divisions, three armored divisions, and two
cavalry groups which had béon reallocated to the three

corps under its command, Two divisions, the 13th
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Armored and the 70th Tnfantry, under army command as
SEARF reserve ,were Lo be used west of the Rhine on
occupational dutiéa. Ry 28 ¥Farch xv Corpe, with the
3rd, 45th, and 44th Tnfantry Divisions, with the 12th
Armored Nivision and the 106th Cavalry Group, was
advancing into the (Qdenwald beyond bridgehaéd lines,
Tre YYY Corps, with the 4th, 42nd, and 63rd Infantry
nivisiona, with the 10th Armored Division and the 10lst
ravalry ~roup, bad atarteﬁ its movement across the
 wh1ne prepared to advance on the right flank of xv

: rorra, The VI Corps, with the 36th, 7lst, 100th, 103rd
Infantry and the l4th Armoréd DPivisions, held the west
bank of the Rhine and proparod toAcroal the river to its

position on the extreme army right flank,
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CHAPTER XXVIIY

THE APRIL OPFERSIVE

~In the four weeks which followed thelgstablishment

of the bridgehead across the Rhine, that is, from
28 yvarch to 23 April, 59veﬁth Army drove repidly and
heeply into southern gcermany: 120 miles northeast to
clear the Hohe Rhoen hill mass, 120 miles east as far as
Nuremberg, and 100 miles southeast to the panube. ¥ost
of the time it was a "blitzkrieg®". mThe three corps
followed the spearheacds of thres afmorédvdiviaions, one
of which penetrated so far 1nto‘thg enemy lines that 1t
had to be resupplied by air, .Somo 20,000 Alliéd prisonera'
of war were liberated, as well as many thousands of
forced EBuropean laborera.t | ‘

Although the german army rallied from the confusion
which the warch campaign had cfeated and menaged to put
up & series of bitter defenses, br the and of the period
1t was a broken armys and 1t fled withouﬁ hope écross
the Danube toward Austria, puring these four weeks 1t
surrendered more then 120,000 men to seventh Army, which
‘was more than 40 percent of the‘total nuMBéf of
prigsoners taken by Seventh Army in 1ts 34 weeks of
operations in rwrance and (;ermany.2 ﬁy 25 ppril Seventh
Army had taken since the invasion of aouthern rrance

291,866 german prisoners, a figure which includes 49,150
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.taken by the First French Army when it was undqr Seventh
Army command, 3,692 taken by the 1lst Airborne rask Force,
379 taken by the 1st Special Service Force prior to
16 september, and 3,765 teken by the 2nd Frodch Armored
piviaion from £9 September to & December,

when, on 28 yarch, the army launched its attack
oﬁt of the bridgetead, it was orposed by an enemy who
showed no signs of being able to brace himself for
unqthor stand, Ffe had probably no more thﬁn 6,000 combaé
effectives on the Seventh Army front and was apparently
éonrusod as to the exsct location of all his unita.3 It
sesmed impossible that the enemy coculd stop a thrust
northeast from the bridgehead, for that would mean
diverting troops from the Rukr, which he evidently
intended to defend.‘ Yet fallure to stop such a thrust
would further endanger the Ruhr, and it might lead to a
separation of northern and southern germany,

Facing Seventh Armyt's advance vil the abrupt and
héavily wooded western face of the 0denwald hills. The
enemy couldvexpoctrnn attack nérthenat around the
0denwald toward wrankfurt, the wain valley, and the
Pulda passs or east through the 0denwald to the yain
plainsg ér southeast throughntho 3Oemile wide valley,
called the Kraichgau gate, between the 0denwald and the
Black Forest, Although during the early part of the &
period s.vonthlgrmf made its primary offdrt on the left
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through the 0denwald, still 1t belleved that eventually
$+t wovld find greater resistance and 1ts‘primary mission
to the southeast,

on 25 yarch n-2 1ssued a "Study of the aerman
National Redoubt™ in which he eatimated that the enemy
would continue a defense of the area he now held, give
ground or counterattack when necessary, and, when foreed,
abandon northern nermany and the Ruhr to retire to the
Alps for a last stand. The enemy must realize, n-2 wrote,
that the Alps as a redoudbt center "is the only truly
defensjﬁle area left to him.“s Troops from the eastern,
Ttallan, and western fronts might find a way back to this
most precipitously rugged terrain of all Europe, German
communication lines would aid the withdrawalj the road
and reill nets of southern germany run gonefally north and
south and = Serias of autobahnen or improved speedways
run south to the plps from Frankfort, vellbronn, and
Nuremb;rg. It might be that the enemy was &lready
- preparing slaborate fortifications in the redoubt,
storing materials, and ccordinating plans for withdrawing
some 206,000 to 300,000 loyal Nazi troopa,.who would
fight there under the leadership of Hitler and pimmler,
"to the last man.” . A

The study went on to describe the outer defenses of
that area presently held by the germans in which the
enemy would protadly try to stand bvefore withdrawing to
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the Alps. The outermost line ran east of the Rhine from
the swiss border.up through the Black porqst, across the
. graichgau valley, and then bent northeast through the
hills of the odenwald, the Spessart Mountaina, and the
'gohe Rhoen. This was the German left flank, The ;1ght
rlank to be held against the Russian armies ran aouthaaat.
from the meeting point of the Hohe Rhoen hill mass and the
mhuringer wald, through the Thuringer wald and the |
rranconian Alps. With the exception of the Kralchgau
valley tte terrain favored the nermans. .

'Tf the left flank of this outer line should f4ail
to hold, n-2 estimated that the enemy coculd fall back,
pifoting on fho Black Forest, to the Swabian Alps and the
¥ranconian Helghts, Between these first two lines there
appeared to be little, likelihood of a strong defenses,
Through the Xraichgau fate 3eventh Army could enter the
relatively flat and open ¥eckar and ¥ain plains, oOnce
across the Neckar and ¥ain Rivers, 1t could probably
advance rapidly; its chief obstacles would be lesser
rivers, the Franconian Heights, and strateglic cities,

on 31 Varch in paris SHAEF stated that it expected

8ixth Army group to Launch a strong offensive on its
right toward the Redoubt center, but only after the
Ruhr pocket had been reduced and the ferman srmy in
| western and central germany had been defeatod.a‘ In

the beginning, when the isolation of the Ruhr was still
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*

the main objective of Allied armies, Seventh Army was to
make its mein effort on the left, to relieve elsments of
ohird Army south of the wain River, and to drive northeast
to protect Third Army's rigrt flank as far north as tthre

vohe Rhoen, On 27 Mafch Sseventh Army had been warned that

- 4t might have to release one or two divisions to Twelfth
Army Ggroup, which had priority over gixth Army Group, on
SFAEF orders., Prom as fary back as 1l ¥earch sovgnth Army

had expected to make its Iirst main effort across the Rhine °
to the nortreast; and on 29 warch it thssued its Field order
No. 11, which gave this mission to XV corpn.7 The Seventh
Army direction of advance had swung from the north into the
palatinate, to the east, and again to the northeast,
Reflecting changes in high level planning as a result of the
gliege and capture of the Ruhr farther north, Seventh Army's
changes in direction were dictated by higher hesdquarters and
necessitated numerous crossings and recrossings of both the

¥ain and Neckar Rivers as Seventh Army divisions advanced,

The Drive to the Northeaat

After the Rhine bridgehead had booﬁ secured, the XV Corps
offensive had jumped off on 28 March. The 3rd and 45th
Infantry Divisions attacked northeast toward:tho Hohe}ﬁhoen
hill mass, whilé the 12th Armored Division paéaeﬁ through.
the right flank of the 3rd Division to clear the odenwald.
Th§ 44th pivision attacked séuth along th; Rhine and icrosé‘
the Neckar River toward yannheim and Hoidelb@rg.s on the

right of the Xv Ccorps point of advance the 12th Armored
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pivision pushed through roadblocks and 1ightly defended
towns as it edvanced through the Odenwald, 'By 30 varch the
division had cleared the major portion of the mountains, and
on 31 ¥arch it passed to the control of XXI COrps.9
The 44th Tnfantry nivision, ordered to drive south to
expand the bridgehead, advanced on vannheim from the north
and northeaat, The city fell easily, The acting burgomeister
from a civilian phone called the division at the command post
of the attached 937th Field Arfillery Battalion during the
afternoon of 28 yarch, saying that all German troops had left
and that the city would surrender. Negotiations were carried
forward, and & place and time were set for & meeting. But
when the assistant commander of the 44th Division arrived on
time at the designated place, he was met by a mortar bgrrago.
The burgomeister, to maintain faith with the Americans with
whom he 8till had intentions of deéling; hed called a few
minutes before time for the meeting with the information that
the German scldiers had not loft\and that they would not let
him surrehdor. The next morning the phone'rang again and
the burgzomeister successfully caplitulated, the fderman troops.
having withdrawn during the night., ~™he city was oecupled
on 29 March.lo on 30 ¥areh the 44th pivision was relieved
by the 63rd Division of XXY Corps, which passed through it,
The 44th pDivision then moved to the north flank of XV

'Corpa in reserve and later reverted to Seventh Army-reserve.ll
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on the XV corps left flank the 3rd and 45th
pivisions advanced swiftly until they reached the Main
River on 28+29 March, After clearing Woerth on 29 yarch
the 30th Tnfantry crossed the vain and held a bridgehead,
through which the 7th and 15th Tnfantries attacked the
following day. On the left of the 3rd Divislon the 45th
pivision on 28 March reached and crossed the ¥aln River
over & railroad bridge which had been captured intact
approximately & mile south of pAschaffenburg &nd plunged
northeast into the Spessart yountains,

Although the actual croaaing.had besn made by the
157th Infantry againatvlittlo opposaitinn, trouvble
developed with the enlargement of the bridpehead on
26 varch., All three regiments, advancing adbreast, with
"the 157th, 179th, and 180th from left to right, met the
first genuine german stand east of the Rhine., Resistance,
exdremely strong on the lef£ flank, tapered off toward
the right; and the 180th‘1nfantry was able to advance
against only moderate opvosition, The 179th‘Infantry in
the center met strong small arms, mortar, and
self-propelled artillery fire from dug-in positions
generally east of the Vain River and was forced to commit
all three battalions to the advance., After a day's hard
fighting this part of the enemy stand broke, ancd the

.

regiment moved rapidly on,

On the division left flank the 157th rnfantry fought
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f}om house to houss in the vicinity of asschaffenburg,

Aschaffenbure, east of tha wain River bhetween the

odenwald and the Spessart ¥ounteins, resisted the attack

of the 167th Regiment furiously for six days, while

tre other two regimsnts advanced 25 miles, The commander

of the 157th Infantry had originally attempted to by-pass

the city and to maneuver a portion of his forces to high

ground to the northeast to form a pincera on the citys

hut fanatical resistance in Schweinheim, a southemstern

suburb, frustrated the move temporarily, mThe regriment

as an alternative battled into the city frontally,

Recause civiliahs without armbands fought as fiercely -

as d1d uniformed soldiers, the regiment was compellad

to search every house as it advanced., Enemy reihforcé-

ments arrived steadilys many of them were 18 and 17 year old

rNagis who réfuvsed to surrender and had to be killed in |

their roxholeé ahd tronches.12
Against this opposition the regiment kept

punching deeper into the city and continued to fight

1ts way to the east through schweinheim, still intent

upon reaching the coﬁmanding ground to the northeast

of Aschaffenburg, On 30 *arch Schweinheim was cleared

with bayonet and rand grenade, allowing the 1st

Pattalion to begin anew its drive to reach the hills,

Pushing arainst continued, though weakér, resistance

1t succeeded in securing the commanding terrain eon
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13
1 April and so outflanked the city,

Alr missions in the meantime pounded the city,
supportéd by intense artillery preparations, the 2nd
aﬁd 3rd pattalions continued their grim push deep
into Aachaffénburg from the south, Feavily supplied
with ammunition, ths defenders on 31 March dropped
. between 1,300 and 1,500 mortar rounds on the attackers,
'in addition to artillery concentrations, shells from
flak guns, and nebelwerfer firo.14 The enemy persistently
infiltrated behind the advance, forcing the regiment to
reclear areas many timesj counterattacks ceme dally
and wers repulsed with stiff fighting.

The 1lst rattalion from the high ground in the
northeast #vung southwest into the city on 2 aApril
and out thé enemy's last escape route, (Continuing
to inch fo;ward through piles of rubble, the £nd Rattale
ion callodgﬁpon selfepropelled 166 mm guns to batter
buildingsggdhd the two elementa of the regiment pushed closer
to egch'oéher. The battle continued intensely on
3 April unéil 0700 hours, when tﬁs commandant of the .
city, whofﬁgd hanged several gsrran soldlers and
civilianskf&? advocating surraﬁdor, sent a messaage that
he no lqﬁéertégrsdﬁt; resist. Fe surrendered himself
at 0909‘?ours AF the 2nd Battalipn commandvpoigoq The
,final/ﬁqbping uﬁxvaa completed by 1300 hours,

:
A
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In kis first determined stand east of the Rﬁino
pdver the enemy had employed elsments of the 256th, 36th,
and 416th Infantry pivisions, several miscellaneé?é.battlo
groups, and fanatical civilians under the éontr&i/of the
garrison commander of the town., The defensé!h&@/cost
the ensmy innumberable lives and had made a fuﬁélo heap
of Aachaffenburgole t

ry nightfall on 3 Apfil the 157th Infanﬁry had
moved by truck from ths smoking, battered citfjto the
east in_division reserve, During the battle‘dh 1ts
left flank the rest of the corps had continued its
northeast drive against occasional roadblockafand had
cleared the major portion of the Spessart Mountains,

The withdrawing enemy offered only token oppo?ition, and
the time was believed to be ripe for an armar?d thrust to
speed the movement into the Rohe Phoen hill m;sa, The
14th Armored Division,\attached to X7 corps oh 1 aApril,
had been directed to attack from tﬁe vicinity of
Darmstadt on the north flank of the corps to the
northeast, to cross the ¥ain River, and to advance
through the 3rd and 45th Divisions over multipls routes
to seiye the high ground in the vicinity of Neustadt on
the caale River and 0Ostheim, then to conduct a
reconnalssance to ths line Tlmenau-Coburg-namhorg,17-

prepared to move sast or southeast on corps order,

Combat commands B and R crossed the wain and moved
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egst of Aschaffenburg to take Lohr on the corps right
fiank on 3 April, while Ccombat Command A advanced
northeast on the corps left flank, Combat Commnand B
continued its advance against slight opposition and
reached the westsrn outskirts of cemuendsen on 4 April,
where the enemy put up e determinsd fight, The 2nd
Rattalion of the 7th Infantry twice recrossed the wain
River without;enemy interference and on 5 April attacked
nemuenden fro¢ the southeast. The two forces, infantry
and ermor, met in the town and cleared it. By 6 April
both combat Commands B and R had fanned out on the right
flank, where they made slow advances on 7 ppril,
veafivhile Combat Command A continued to advance to the
northeast against sporadic resistance and on 7 April
occupied one of the division objectives, weustadt on the
faale Rivaf, opposed only by sniper fire.‘?

The 45th and Srd.Infantry Diviaions had continued
to clear their mountainous zones, opposed only by
occasional enemy strong points, They expsrienced
~considerable difficulty, however, in moving over a rosd
net limited at best and now choked with supply trains
and maintenance vehicles of the armored division. The
terrain, mountainous and cut by steep valleys, was |
?eined with rivers and atréamélghere bridges had been

blown by the retreating enemy,

The 14th prmored Division was ordered to clear all
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roads by 0600 hours on 8 April to allew the 3rd and
45¢h Divisions te pass through the front lines. With
the removal of the armored eclumns which had monopolized
the narrow trails, the infantry divisions surged ahead
to reach the central portion of the Hohe Khoem hills,
eleared it by 9 April, and mopped up by-passed enemy in
reay arcas, XV Corps had ccmpleted its mission, It hsd
cleared the Hche khoen hill mass except for the small
northeastern tip im the Third Army zone, and 4t had
maneuvered into position to attack to the southeast in
& zone assigned to it on April.zo While waiting for
Third Army on the left to push offj the divisions and
the corps cavalry resonnolitered to the southeast on
10 April. XV Corps was now poised for an assault toward
Yuremberg, |

‘At the same tino that XV Gorp;'taa sttaocking
northeast through the Speasart Mountains, XXI Cerps assumed
command of the zone on its right. The 12th Armored
Division in the Odenwsld had passed to XXI Corps on
31 March, attacked to the east, followed by the Li2nd
Infant;g Division on the left and the Lith Division on the
right, The sorps objective, as sssigned by Seventh
Army was the Wuersburg-Schweinfurt-Kitzingen area on
the gret bend of the Main River south of the Hohe Rhoen
Mountains. To reach this objective the corps moved
without much difficulty through the low eastern foothills
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of the Odenwald. As 1t approached its objectivs,
eppesitien stiffened and becams consolidated.

The first seriously eontsted enemy stronpoint
te be met by XXI Corps east of the Rhine was Wuersburg,
a large, densly populated, and mmch bombed city om the
northeast bank of the Msin, %o taks thia,city the Li2nd
Divisim orossed the Main River and launched a frontal
assault direoctly inte the bullt-up srea., The initiel
srossing was made by surprise in two cances the morning
of 3 April by elements of the 2nd Battalion, 222néd
Iafentry, and wes immediately follewed by the entire battalion
in small river oraft and assauls boats, The battalion |
hewed out & L3-Dleck bridgehsad in the eity, whish was
further exploited by the remainder of the regiment and
by the 232nd Infantry.

While the 2l2nd Infantry patrolled the banks of
the Main River ten miles northwest of Wuerzburg, the
222nd and 232nd Infantries methodically wiped omt
resistance in the ecity. 7Ths 222nd Regiment pushed étr
te the south from its bridgehsad and with excellent »
srtillery support drove the strongly resisting enemy
from bleok to block. The 252nd Infantry pushed north
out of the bridgehead, supported by tank destroyers om -
the west bank of the river and by artillery, then
turned to the eest. Civilians, sity police, and firemen
Joined enemy soldiers in defense of the battered buildings,
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retreating to tunnels when ovorrunAann reappearing egain
in the rear of sttacking forces, utilizing bomb
-hattored buildings and rubbln pilo- as dofon-oa.

While the uttaek was in progreal two bridgos vers
thrown across the Main Kiver, and the aupporting armor”)
of the L2nd Divesion crossed to hasten the end of the ?
battle, The final spasm of rostitanbc bofoio all |
defenders héd been killed or énpfured was i 200~man
counterattack launched the morning of 5 April from the E
horthern section of the ecity. ‘IQ reached to withiﬁ P
100 yards of the northern bridge before Bt wil.nnattbd
out by tho 232nd Infantry.a Thoro wag no mass snrronder.
The city of Wuorzburg relllon 5 April aftor the 1ant
defender had been 1iqkidated. " ,{

~ Originally the XXI Corps plnn had boon tor the f
Li2nd Division to sssume the main offort in the reduetlon
of ﬂchweinfurt, northoast of Wuorzburg, with tho
assistance of ome cenbat command of the 12th Arnorod ;
Divigion; and on 5 April Gombat Command A was erdernd
to attack on the Wuorlburg-sehvainrurt axll with tha%
mission. This plan, hovevdr, wag changod because ot
the strong oppaaition met by th. 1nfantry 1n wnsr:burg |
and the renlization thnt toveral days mst olapoo boforo
the 42nd Division weuld be in ] position to canoontrato
, on Schveinrurt.a Aocardingly Combat cammand A nlano

‘.wii given Sehyﬁinrurﬁ as its ebjootivo nnd‘wan p:dored

i
i
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to swing southesst of Wuerzburg, by~pass that city, and
attack toward Schweinfurt, | | t
Exceedingly strong defenses and delaying actions
throughout the area between VWuerzburg and Schueinfurt.‘
however, delayed the swing of armor to tﬁ‘lnortheast, and{
the day after the fall of Wuerzburg eleements of the hzndi
Division overtook the armored attack.a With infantry |
now nvailablo strategy was again changed on 7 Apiil and ;
Combat Command A was attached to the l2nd DiV1l1Ln fur |
the attack against Bochweinfurt. The ball-bearins
mamufacturing center of Bchwoinfnrt lies on a bend of
- the Main kiver whero it bégina e long sweep to the
southeast before turning north again to Wuerszburg. The
strategy of attack called for a bridgehead to be
established across the Main below 8chieinturtvnndva
subsequent sdvance northeast along both banks of the
river. The objective of the qftack on the west bank
wag to secure the dominatihé ground north of Schweinfurt
and the city itself, while the attack on the oast bank
when 1t reached a position to recross the Main River
was to cut the Bamberg-&ohwelnfurt highway,
| The 222nd Inrantry with some difflculty established
a bridgehond across the uazu hiver some 15 milol nouth
of Schweinfurt on T April, while the other two rogiuontu
attacked northeast inte ltiffening resistance. To
¢arry cut the mansuver west of the river the 232nd
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Infantry om the left made @ wide sweep into the iV Corps
sone and then swung south to take the high ground
overlooking Sehweinfurt from the north. Meanwhile, the
Kaimn, then moved north in a smaller circle inside the
large envelopment of the 232nd Infentry, The 222nd
Hegiment, after its bridgehead had been exploited by
armor, pulled baock and took up the attack on the river
vest bank, On 9 April Combat Command A had crossed the
Main Kiver at the point of the 222nd Infantry bridgehead
to ettack northeast to out the 'Schweinfurt-Bamberg highway,

48 the e¢ity had becsn an impertant manufacturing
center and a target for air raids, it was strongly
defended by anti-zircraft guns, which were now turned
on the ground attackers, Each small town in the path of
tho'thd Diviaion was hOld‘ll a fortress, and hille and
wooded areas were stubbornly defended. Youtha not more
than 17 years old fanatically contested each 1n§h of
ground, as the diviuioh moved day and night to positions
from which to attack the city. '

The push inte the city itself, however, was no more
sirongly eontested than had been the moves of the
division ag it shifted into position. VWhen high ground
above the ¢ity had beem taken, all three degiments on
11 April drove inte Schweinfurt from the north and west,
On the next day the city fell., It had becn pounded day
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after day by flights of medium bombers and by divisiom
artillery and the artillery eof two corps, with XV
Corps guns and howitzers in the north complementing ﬁhos‘
of XAl Corps. Parther sast Combat Command A cut the
Schweinfurt-Bamberg highway om 12 April, too lgto
‘effectively to seal it off as an escape rauto.‘é
The boundary of X>I Corps had been changed om

6 April to bend the attsck to the socutheast inside the
turn made by XV Corps, in accord with the general plan
ef Seventh Army to attaek to the goutheast. The corps
swvung the turn after teking Schweinfurt, generdly
keeping abreagt of the right flank of XV Corps. By
1l April 1t had advincod to the Alsch KRiver, where a
nebulous German line wes reported to be devolopins.27

- Pulling the pivot of the turm on the XXI Corps
right flank was the Lth Infantry Division, which had
met stiff opposition as it moved slowly to allow the
cuter elements of the corps to wheel to the southeast.
While the corps mein effort was being directed against
: Vuerzburg and échweinrurt, the Lth Division and twe
combat commands of the 12th Armored Division had
encountered dtermined resistance on the corps right
flank in the Koenigshofen-Ochsenfurt area. One of the
eolumms of Combat Command R met considersble epposition

when 1t bridged the Maim River at the bottom of its
southern loop &t Ochsenfurt on 1 April. Another solumm
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was prevented by & counteratiack from entering the
>Tauber Kiver town of Koénigshofen on the corps right
rear until 2 April. ' ‘

The Lith Infantry Division finally cleared
Koenigshofen with twe regiments on 6 April. The remaining
regiment crossed the Mein in the Ochsenfurt bridgehead
and 2ided the 12th Armored Division in cle&ring by-passed
enemy from the pocket formed‘by the loop of the Nain |
River 28 it swings from Kitzingen to Wuerzburg. On
7 April elements of the Lith Division took Bad Mergentheim.
After 7 April the corps righf flank moved slowly
southeast, marking time to pull the pivot for the

remainder of the corps.

The Expension of the Bridgehead }_’Lﬂéﬁ.w

While the XV nnd~XRI Corps attacked nertheastward
on the army left flank, the VI Corps attacked southeastward
on the right through the Kraighgaﬁ Gate., On the army
right flank ﬁhé First‘Frénch Army cros-ed the Khine near
Bpeyer t# attack louthward.into the Black Forest. SHARF
had ordersd Sixth Army Group to make a strong secondary
effort on its right for the purposs of protecting the
northeast drive ot xv and X.I Corps and ag a preparation
for the eventusl blow in force to be struck to the south,
Once the Ruhr had been reduced and more forces were

‘available to Seventh Armw, it was expected that a
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poverfui blow would be struck by sSixth Armyvnrbup to
cut off the nerman Ninoteontb Army in the Blacﬁ voreat
and to drive rapidly soutt toward the Redoubt céﬁtar.ge
on 31 ¥arch the 100th Nivision of vI Gorpé
erossed the Rhine near Vannheim, On 1 April the 10th
srmored and 63rd Divisions jolned the corpsj and the
attack jumped off along both sides of the Neckar River,
the weight of the attack to the southeast, The city
of Heidelberg surrendered without a fight, Spearheaded
by the 10th Armored Division, which was followed on the
left by the €3rd and on the right by the 100th pivisions,
the corps made rapid progress for three days mgainst
only i1solated anc small, although sometimes stubbo:n;
del&ying'partios. Three combat commands led the advance,
on the corps left flank Combat Commend R and
reconnalssance troops drove through the hills of the
lower 0Odenwald up the Neckar Fiver yalley to the
vicinity of Wosbach some 15 miles above Feilbronn, They
then turned southeast and against resistance that grew
markedly stiffer approached on € and 3 April the Jagst
River, which flows intc the Neckar from the northeast
seven miles north of Heilbronn, They found &ll bridges
blown as they reconnoitered ths river from its
confluence with the Neckar some 40 miles to the northeast,
Part of Combat command R blocked in the northeast while

the cavalry maintained contact with the enemy on the
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high southern bank by observation,

The 63rd Division had followed Combat Command R,
Although it too ran 1pto increasingly stubbern delaying
parties es 1t moved through the Weckar valley, it
éleared them up and spread its three répiments along
the north bank of the Jagst. Ry 4 April it had
secured the country north of the river as far as
Rad Fergentheim and the bend of the Jagst.at-noarzbuch.
Feilbronn was outflanked on the north, and the forces
of X7I Ccorps battering at the Tauber River defenses were
supported on their right. The 63rd Nivision was ready
to attack across the Jagst to the seutheast,

While this maneuver oh.the corps left flank had
been progressing, in the corps center Combat Command 4
of the 10th Armored rivision, followed by elements of
the 10Cth rivision, had been ériving straight from
Heidelberg toward peilbronn. This force also met
increasing resistance on 2 and S April, as 1t once
@zaln came up to the Neckar River where it flows from
south to north before turning west throuah the ndenwald,
nnt:b ¢the night of 3 .pril it had cleared enough of the
'oété?ﬂ bank befers Feilbronn to plan a crossing to
take the city on the following day,

On the corps right flank Combat Command B, followéd
by the 399th Infantry of the 100th Division, had driven
south along the Phine, As it approached Brnchaaqun
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2 April, it was heavily countsorattacked by infantry and
armore, It repelled the enemy, took 30C prisoners, and
swung east to come up to the Neckar just south of
peilbronn. On the VI Corps right flank were elsments
of the TT Prench corps. On 5 April one team of Combat
command » made & contact wlith forward elements of the
*rench near Lauffen, a town on the Neckar five miles
south of Feilbronn5 where both forces ware ldoking for
an intact hridgo.2< |

The French had been ordered to send a corps across
the Rhine in the Speyer area, to drive south between the
Neckar and the Rhine, to seize Karlaruhe, pforzheim, and
stﬁttgart.so general de T.attre took advantage of the -
fact trat sarman forces ware haing pulled out of
defensive‘positions along thse Rhine to mset the threat
of the imminent VI Ccorps advence and crossed on_the
morning of 31 March to take by surprise what few
Germans remained in the area, The ﬁain force immadiately
bagan the southern drive, while one column drove eastward
to the Neckar to protect the VI rorps fight flank, Now
witt forces up against the Neckar and Jagst Pivers af
the Fellbronn arc it was planned that; while the
French attacked southward, vI Ccorps would cross both

b4

rivers and drive swiftly sOutheast.o

So far the going had been fast and comparatively

8asy, similar in pace to the northeaat drive of Xy
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corps. Against delaylng partles in towns, and against
demolit{ons, roadhlocks, end minefislds, vI nforps had
movel SO "as* trel *ta Infantry 6ivigﬁons ware presssd
to keep up with the armored division. All infantry
4ivisions in feventh Army during the month of April were
forcod to regerd mobllity of troons as thelir ma jor
problem, In the 63rd Division, for example, under
conditions of raplidé amdvance ons battalioﬁ from each
regiment in contact was mntorized and sent forward to
maintsin tre prrsuvit, The Attar tettalions 2dvanced
on foot, mopping-up en? consclidating byv-passed aress,
Yotorfzed battalions were trsnsported nat only in
orranic vehicles but In trucks horrowed from division
artillery. Tanks of the attached armored units also
carried inrTantrymen at the hsad of motorized columns
during relatively uncontesteqd advancés.32

Yaintenancs o* comwunicﬁttoﬁs was also “ifficult,
0ften 1t was impracticable to lay wire, consequently
most messares were sent hy radlo, and tc handle the
ineressed volume of radio traffic a spseilal priority
system was developed., Frequently during the month of
Aprll acvancing columns wers stopped at rivers where
the brifges bhad been dlown, and it was namcescary to
ferry foot troops across in assault boats, They then
sstatlished a large enougt bridgehesd to protect the

engineers who were putting in bridges, after which armor
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crossed and the column continued to press forward,

wany times the advance was so rapid that lead infantry
as well as arrored units by-passed enemy strongpoints,
leaving them for later elements to mop up. During the
first days of April Seventh Army front had had a
mushroom growth east of the phine, On 2 April the army

command post opened at Darmatadt saast of the river,

The Enemy Rallles

This rapid advance was, on the vI Corps front,
brought to & sudden halt on 4 April. The enemy
reformed and bullt up a strong crescent-shaped
defense line, which ran from its anchor at Heilbronn
north along the Yeckar, then northeast along the Jagat
to {ta southward bend. This the enemy managed to do in
spite of the shattered condition of his units, his acute
need for more troops, and the diminished power of both
artillery and air force, -

During the first seven days of the advance from
the vridgehead, 28 varch to 3 April, the enemy had failed
to put up more tran isolated delayins actionsj and only a
few of these hzd shown signs of strength, His armies
-were apparently unable to coordinate their forceﬁ to
estat:1ish a line, The ferman Nineteenth Army in the
Siegfried ILine along the Rhine and in the Black Forest
was threatened with being outflanked by the French and
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smerican drive., Tt had, 1t ;;s eafimatod,ronly 10,500
combat effectives available, The nerman sSeventh Army
was falling back in confusion before the attacy of the
American Third Army and the YV Corpsj its combat
strength was estimated at only 4,000, Facing VI and XYY
corps was the German First Army with an estimated 7,500
combast effectives, prastically weakened, each of these
armies needed replacements af a tire when the
highest priority for reserves went to the eastern front
and wvhen it was impossible to extricate divisions from
the now practically encircled Ruhr.z,’4

The enemy was forced to improvise and make
economical use of what divisional strength he had and
vhat replacements were available in southern germany,
The replacement and treinine camps were combed for‘mon;
s was everyv other availablé sourcey induction center
'detnchments, barrage balloon battalions, maintenance
groups, horse pack companies, air signal regiments,
sirport general detachments, labor battalions, and the
vollmatuz-m.:55 These men were thrown into already
organiged divisions or were placed in battle groups,
vhich were given temnorary mis$1ons, then perhaps to be
disbanded, Ssurvivors of one oparation might turn up
a8 stragglers at the next point to be defended; there

they would be reorganized into a new battle group named

after the officer in command. BResides remhnnts of
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diviqional units and these small battle groups, ranging
from cémpany to battalion 8ize, the (erman army also
org;u;;ed several quickly-formed name divisions.
Lﬁ{yiéiona Alpen, and latser, Donau and Rayern, These were
/ﬁg%éply large battle groups, riven names for morale
ﬂ;rposea, and as quickly formed and disbanded as their
/Qﬁaller counterparts., With such forces the enemy
Kformod his defense line on the Jagst and’Neckar Fivers,
| The enemy made as economical a use of his
.remaining armor and artillery and air power as he 4id of
his manpower, &mall groups of tanks appeared at the‘
most heavily AQrended strongpoints, after the infantry
and artillery had checked the pmerican advance, with
bhis artillery the enemy chose to defend only certain.
sensitive areaa.36 For close=-in auppoft he used
light pieces, anti-sircraft guns, and nebelwerfers
firing on infantry. The panzerfaust or german
bazooka was distributed widely, and sometimes saemed
as common as the mactine pistol, During tfe period
from 2 to 8 April the German air effort was ‘groater
tran anything that the army has seen since its
entry into France," according to Seventh prmy
tntelligehco.sv- Thirty-three missions were flown
by German aircrﬁft arainst carefully selected targets,
Possible explanations for this rejuvenation of the

. luftwaffe was that the German high Command preferred
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to expend its planes and its available fuel rather than
to haﬁe them captured or destroyed, This sesmed to be
the only alterna'cive.:58 A

1t had been expected that the nerman leaders in
the last days of the war would rgsort to terror to keep
their war-weary peopls in line and to harass the

,Qﬁvancing Allled forces in the rear, 1In Lohr on the

/ v@1n River, an area taken over by vXY Corps, SS men

| Hnngod six of the town's most influential citizens, whom
39
they suspected of "defeatism"®, There were, however,
uomo evidences of German opposition to the terrorists,
,;n Ansbach southeast of Lohr a copy of the following
Jieuflet was found on a man who had besn hanged in the
: iqunre.
I Citzens of ansbach
Defense of the city spells your complete
destruction. Our city is one of the few places in

© the Felech which are relatively not destroyed. we
) want to keep it for ourselves, Resistance cannot
i . halt the Americansg i1t can bring our doom. put
/ aside the tank obstacles; hinder the defense}
/ TLet us save the city and 1ife for ourselves and
Gﬁman,o‘

7@ many towns the terrorists were able to keep the
Fivilian population under control, but only for short
/
/periods of time. On the nignt of 1 April the!german
rfdio had aummoned all german men, women, and children

tp become “werawolvos", to sabotage the Allled armiles
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and murder its soldiers, and to wreak vengeance on
defsastist Germans, But except for a few 1nit1a1 acts,
the Werewolf threat came to nothing more than propaganda,
In spitfe of the weakicss of its entire defensive
structure the Cerman commanc during the early days of
April was able to establish defensive poa;tions that
resembled a coordinatéd front line. Because the
German leaders were especially sensitive to the threat
poised against nravaria and Upper Austria, which now
constituted the larger part of the dwindling Reich, 1t}‘
was in the zone of the German First Army that they |
concentrated thsair efforts to reform a froné. In the
XXT Corps zone the formation of a line was slower and
less successful than‘in the VI Corps zone, where the
ferman 246th, 198th, and 553rd Divisions, elements of
the 17th ss.Division and the 2nd yMountain Division, anﬂ
numerous miscellaneocus battle groups were dug in as
early as 4 April, Together they stopped the VI Corps
advance for nine days, Tre defensive positions of these
german units did not form a gapless 1ine but rather a
_8eries of coordinated strongpoints that ran from their
anchor in the city“of Heilbronn north along the Neckar
River, then northeast along the high and rugged southern
bank of the Jagst River. They extended more than 40 miles
to the bend of the Jagst at Dhoer,bach and beyond to

elements of the nerman 9th Division which were fighfing
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the Lth Division of X0X Corps at the Tauber River.

On li £pril sixth Army Oroup issued & directive
which ordered that the mein bridgehead forces of its
armies were not to advance beyond the line Karlsruhee
Heilbronn-Kitzingen-Schweinfurt-Keenigshofen~ieiningen
until such time ss those orders might be changed. ﬁoyond
this line only ground reconnaigcance would be pushed.
The directive had this significance: the XV and XXI Corps
would adwvance only in its support of Third Army; and
VI Corps, altnhough 1t would eontinue to press its
immediete attacks, would not as yet make its antisipated
assault fn force to the south, for adequate forces wers

not as yet aveilable,

The VI Gorps Attack at the Necker #nd Jassy Kivers

VI Corps had not anticipated a long delay at the
Necker and Jagst Rivers. On 3 April it issusd orders for
ths 10th Armored Division and the 100th Division to seize
Heilbronn and oconttnue east. One Battalion ef the 100th
Division, the %rd Battalion of the 398th Infantry, was
temporarily attached to Combat Cormand A.to assist 4t 4in
the capture of Heilbronn,

Heilbronn lies on the eastern bank of the Neckar,
doudly protected by a high ridge of hills on 1ts eastern
outskirts and by the river, the bridges over whieh had
been blown., Before daylight on 4 April the 3ré
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Battelion of the 3G8th Regiment crossed the river in
assault boats two miics north of Leilbronn with
erders to seaze the factory district, which forms the
northern half of the city, and the hilla in the east,
When the bridgehead was large enough, a treadway bridge
wag to be bullt over the river for tue supporting armor,
A% first the battalion attack went smoothly, apparently
taking the enemy by surprise. But at 0900 hours, when
at lesst a battalion of enemy infantry suddenly
sounterattacked the 5ré Battalion from the north, the
east, and the gouth, it became sharply clear that the
enemy meant to make a strong cefense of Hellbronn. The
3rd Battalion was thrown back with heavy losses, and only
with great effort managed to atiaok again to estadlish
& lins 1,000 yards frdm the river. Two platoons were
eut off and captured in the German counterattack, ene
in the factory district and ons on ths hill to the east.
The hills remained firmly in German handn.ha |

N¥ow that the strength of the enemy forces was
‘revesled VI Corps changed its plans., The 100th Division
as a unit was to take Hollbronn, while the weight of the
10th Armored Division was te swing northeast, pass in
the rear of the 63rd Division's Jagst hiver lines, and
then drive southeast 25 miles between the Jagst and
Tauber Riéer- to Crallaheim, Once Crallsheim had fallem,
the 10th Armored Division was to cut back west %o

deliver a supporting attack at the rear of HeSlbromn
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and to pocket the enemy forces resisting the 63rd
Divisions Thus VI Corps becamse engaged in a three-part
operations one infantry division attacking Hellbronn,
another hammering at the Jagst line, while the 10th >v
Armored Division made & wide and daring hook to support
them both. '

From 4 to 8 April the attack against Heilbronn
made slow and bitter progress. Every morning before
dawn the Germans counterattacked the slowly expanding
bridgehead of the 100th Division. The 2nd Battallion of
the 397th‘Intantry crossed the Neckar in assault boats
on the afternoon of 4 April to attack south into the
factory district on the right flank of the 3rd Battallon,
398th Regiment. 1Its first attack that night was driven
back with heavy lossese. The following morning division
mortar fire drove 37 14 to 17 year old Hitler Jugend
soldlers out of the northern edge of the factory
district to surrender. They came running and screaming,
fired at by their officers, broken in nerve. Throughout
the nine days of the bitter house to house fighting in
Hellbronn the 100th Division encountered many of the
Hitler Jugend who had been in training in the eity and
hed been organized into baftle groupse For a tine they
fought savagely, then broke under the afrain.

On the afternoon of 5 April the 3rd Battalion of
the 397th Infantry also crossed the river. After a
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heavy artillery preparation the two battalions of the
397th Infantry attacked the factory distrist. Iuring

the next three cays, while the 3rd Battalion of the

598th Fegiment held in the north, these two battalions
advenced 1,500 yards to the south, croaiing rallroed

yards end open fields to secure buildings which outflanked
enemy strongpoints and then assaulting these ltrongpointl;
ifter each sscssult the enemy mensged to reform battle
groups for renewed defense. The four american companies
leading the sttack had no heavy direct fire suppori and
no armor, becesuse enemy artillery directed from the

hille haé presented the constructiom ;t a bridge over

the Nekar and had destroyed one completed ferry., Two

DD tanks floundered on the river banks as they tried

to crose, | ‘

On 3 April it was deciced that the current atteck
would not reduce Heilbronn quickly enough, and a plan
was devised to establish & second bridgehead in the
southern part of the eity, to expand both bridgsheacs,
and to join them in & pincers. The 1lst Battallon of
the 397th Infantry orossed the river two miles to the
south in sssault boats om the night of 5 April and on
the following day begsn to attack north into the hecrt
of the city and east toward the residential sectione
The eremy defended from ¢ellars of bombed-cut houses
and piles of rubble. o launched smell counterattacks
with four heavy tanks, which retreated after each nally.

PR
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Alredirected artillery knocked out two of them on §
April. The bridgehead expanded gradually to the east.
Compeany A was herasczed by counierattacks and unable to
move shead in 1ts attempt to join the northern bridgehead.
Assault troops still had no armored supnort. On the
efternoon of 7 April German artillery scored a‘direct his
on the tresdway bridge whick the 31st KEngineey Battslion had -
almost put over to the southern bridgshead, Enemy replacee
ments came 1in as fast as prisoners wers taken. Against
en enemy force which never during the nine days of the
battle dropned below 1,000 men the 100th Division cone
tinued the fight with two 4soleted, slowly expanding
bridgeheacds.

The aupporting operation of the 10th Armored Division
mads 1nitlally mmeh dbetter progress. The area between ’
Bed Xergentheim and the Jagst Hiver bad been clesred by
the 25Lth Infantry of the 63rd Divisi-n snd tha 90th Cave
alry Keconnaissance 8quadrom. Two dsys aftcr leaving the
100th Division near Heilbronn Combaté Commend A hed p&isod
through this erca and had driven, ageinst surprisingly
little opposition, 30 miles southeast to Crailsheim, which
it entered on 7 April against only scattered and disorganisch |
mmall arms fire, ? Combat Command R blocked the shbuldér
of the thrust in the Mergentheim aren, while one task force
of Combat Commznd A held Crailsheim and two others attacked

to the west in an sttempt to carry out the division mission.
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On 7 and 8 April these two tesk forces esdvanced west
of the Jagst River spproximstely 12 miles to Ilshofen
and Kirchberge. |

4in enemy coutecrattack, agein indicating concern gver
the thrcut to southern Germsny, struck at the main supply
route which ran down from Bad Mergentheim some 30 milew
to Crailsheim end at Crailsheinm 1tself. The main supply
route was a secondary road whioch ran through the heaéily
wooded hills of the Franconian Heights. During the night
of 6-7 April strong German patrols infiltrated through the
woods oﬁ both oidoé of the read which they cut tempersrily
at several points. It was neecessary the next morning feor
the commander of Combat Command A to fly'to Crallsheim to
rejoin his organization. As Combat Cemmand R moved south
to Crailsheim, it was attacked at several points by patrels
in the woods, firing panzerfauss and'mnchine gunsj and it
was bombed and strasfed by several Germen planes. On 8
April the corridor was definitely olosed when the eneny
succeeded in blooking it at two points. Gerﬁnn planes

end artillery oeontinued to harass the road, and 1t was l.:onal

imboasiblo to get either support o supplies through to
Combat Command A,

§n 8 Aprii Combat Command B rejoined the 10th Armored
Division from corps reserve, Together with the 90th Cavalry
" Reconnaissance Squadron it attempted to reopen the 'road,

Clearing mimefields and roadblecks end flushing the woods,
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1t managed to gst through to Crailsheim with supplies
on the morning of 9 April. © The enemy centinued te
infiltrate, to lay mines, and to harass clearing patrols.
e LLth Division, which on 7 April hsd been transferred
from XV Corps reserve to Seventh Army reserve was directed
to send the|32hthiﬁegimonta1 Combat Team to bs sattached to
the 10th Armercd Division. After comfing into the line the
12);ith Infentry drove south along the main supﬁly route
into Cgailshein, ¢learing the tewns end the woods on either
|ido.y‘ It engaged in hesvy fighting ageainst determined
fisolated groups of enemy. o

Py the night of O April the road was open but still
threatened by ambush and 4t wsu'nnceuaary_to.resnpply o
Combat Commend A in Crailsheim by air, Sixty C-L7s of the
li1st Group, 50th ¥ing, 9th Troop Carrier Command, préfoctod
by fighters of the XII Tactieal Afr Command, landed om the
captured eirfleld at Crallsheim betweon 1700 and 1900 hours
that night delivering supplies &nd removing a large number
of wounded, During the oéeration enemy plenes dove in
under the fighter cover te bomb and strafe the fleld,
on the morning of 10 April another resupnrly mission was
flown, snd on that day tho.main supnly route waa'effect-
ively secured. | |

The enemy had during this time been attaeking the
towvn of Crailsaheim as well ss the main supply route.

Bar1y 4n the morning of 8 April some LOO to 700 88 traops

A
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hsd penetrated the town from three direcjicns. Uermen
artillery and aircraft harassed it on the félloving
day., On 10 April some 500 enewy infantry sgein d;dvi
deeply into the heart of the town. |

Ail'theae efforts of the enemy to squeeze off the
Crailsheim salient were overcome, but at & heavy cost in
cesuelties and time, On 8 April the 10th Armored “ivisionm
hac begun to change its plan, The divisidn ordered the
two tesk forces of Combat Command A which hed been attacking
west from Crailsheim to chang§ tyeir course and, instead of
driving west toward the 100th Division &t Fellbronn, te move
northwest toward the 63rd Division. 7 OB 10 April ¢ contact with
the 63rd Division was established by edvance. armor. It was
then thought that the Crailaheim galient was not worth th.
effort to hold, The 10th Armored Divisi n was ordered %o
withdrew to an aisembly area behind the lihel of the GBrd'

" Divislion, preparatory to en attach ééuthﬁeat thiough ﬁhoa‘
lines.so The withdrawal wes cayrried out effectively,

The successful evacuation cf Crailéheim probably would
not have been pos:cible without the air re-supply operation
carried out by the Lllst Grbup, 50th Wing, 9th Traép btrrlor
Comzand, The superb fighter screen maintained by XII Tastical
Alr Command was also & decisve factor. For ita handling of
this mission, the Troop Garrier Group was leter awarded a8
Presidential Unit Citatlon.

By this time the 63rd Division attack had crossed the
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Jagst River and had driven some threc or four miles south
alomg its 27emile front. The Anfantry diviaion was ready
with the help of armor te cross the Xocher Hiver which »an
south of and parallel to the Jegat. The pressure which the
6%rd Uivsion had been exerting on the northern flank of the
on@nw line had proved effective, but the advance had Beeu slow,
The wooded hills between the Jagst and Xocher kivers.had been
bitterly defended in the western zone by treops of the 17th
88 Diviaion.sl | ' |
~ On L April 1% had been diacovered that the troops ef
this Serman division had moved north to defend the Jagst
‘11nn, and on § Aprilrvx Corps hed ordered an attack 1nat§a¢
of the advanco'oa-t.)z The 63rd Division regrouped its
forces for a coordinated attack, The 254th Infantry teok
the left of the linre facing south, thes 255th the center, and
the 253rd the right; the 100th Division sent the lst and 2nd
Battalions of the 398th Infamtry to support the attack of the
63rd Division on its right,
The Attack of the 254th Infantry on the left jumped
off on 6 April from the region adjasent to the shoulder
of the Crailsheim salient and reached the nbrthern bank
of the Jagst with 1little difficulty. From 7 to 10 April
it drove across the Jagst Kiver on both sides of Doerzbach
nd advanced six miles south to the Koecher Rivwer. The
Yogiment started aoroas the Kocher on 11 April, its proe-
gress ;mpodod only by the delaying actions of weakened

Volksgrenadier battle groups.
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To the west, however, the advance agalnst S8 troops,
who resisted fiercely, had besen slower and more Aiffisult,
The westernmost flank of the Jagst River line hed been
taken over by the lst and 2nd Battclions of the 3¢8thn
Infantry whose mission was to ettsck to jJoin the 3rd
Battalion of the same regiment north of Heilbronn. These
troops crossed the Jagat in assault boats on 5 and
6 April and sadvanced southwest, The 2nd Battelicn
fought titterly for four duys from 6 to 9 April to
take Jugstieli, the town at the jJuncti.n of the
Neckar andé the Jas/st and the keyastone of the Neckare
Jagst defenses. OUne factory had to be shelled for an
hour before it could be taken; upon entering it
troops found the scorched boaies of 58 SS troopers,

On the left flank of the 2nd Batialion the
1st Battalion fought for five days from 7 to 11 April
to break the Werman stand on the hills between the
Jagst and Kocher Rivers, The XII Tactical Air Commnd
bombed onemy positions but falled to reduce them, Tanks
coming up to support the infantry were driven back by
enemy artillery. The 1lst Battallon never took these
hill positions, for it was moved to/another aPea on
11 4pril. On 11 April the Germans also withdrew, On
the ssme day the 2nd Bettalion of the 398th Infentry
' érosaed the Kocﬁer kiver; and on the following day 1t
met the 3rd Battalion in the town of Neckarsulm on the
Nekar, midway between Jagstfeld and Heildbrona. The
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85 troops in the Neckar-Jagst corner had fled.

The routing of the rest of the 83 treops in the
center positions of the Jagst 1ine required an |
enveloping maneuver Dby elements of both the 253rd snd

255th'Infnntry Regiments. The 253rd Regiment, on the |

flank of the 398th Infantry, sent two of its

battalions across the Jagst on lj April. After crossing
they turned east and attempted to enter the Hardihauser
¥ald, a large forest seven miles long and four miles
wide whieh rises im the center to form a breken -
plateau, The forest lles under a sharp northern

loop of the Jagst River below the town of Mosekmuehl,
The 3rd Battalion fought for twe days to drive the
enemy of Mosckmuehl and then joined the other battalions
below ths river in their fiercely resisted penetration
of the forest. The regiment made very slow progress.

"~ Parther east the 255th Infantry had been

attacking strongly held towns and hills on the northern
bank of the Jagst., Om 7 April the regiment erossed the -
Jagst seven miles east of Noeckmehl and expanded its -

bridgeheads to flank the Hardihauser Wald on the east.’
On 9 April the 3rd Battalion attacked southwest into
the forest, while the 253rd Infantry with three
Dattalions abreast moved into the western half of the
fore-t. Prom the squeess of this coordinated pineorl
the enemy £lea southward, and forces of the two

Ngmnta uoting in the center ef the forests turned
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thelr attaok south toward tha Kacher River,

The reduetion of the Hardihauser Wald, tegether with
the attacks ef %he lst and 2nd Bastalions of the 398ta
Infantry to the weat, forced the 17th 83 .Division treops
te retreat south of the Kocher River, In the evening of
9 April she 255th Infantry established a bridgehsad over
the Kecher at Weissbach seven miles east of the Hardihauser
Weld. On 11 April, when Coembat Gommand A of the 1l0th
Armored Divisiom passed through the bridgshead soastask
southwes$ toward Heilbronn, the final phase in the rew
duction of ths German Neckar-Jagst line began. -

Twe task forces of “embat Gommend A attacked acuth
soven mhles te the towns of Neuenstein and Oehringen,
which fell enly after heavy shelling and repeated armored
attasks. 853 treops infiltrated back into the towns after
initial attacks had eleasred them, and im Neusnstein they
came baeck in odvilisn clothac.” - By the night of 13 April
both towns were finally ®lear. The 63rd Division followed the
armor which novw attacked southeast and southwes$ and mop-
ped up what little enemy reasistance remained. On 1l April
tlements of the lOoth.irmored Division driving southwest .
fimally mede oontach with the 100th Division, as had been
Planned ten days previously.

Another reason for the disintegration of the Germmn
Beckar-Jugst line was the dislodging of its anshor as .
Heilbronn by the 100%h Divisien. After 8 April the battle
for the city went forwerd more rapidly, evem though
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resistance continuéd strong up te the fall eof the city
on 12 April. On the morning of 8 April armored support
reached the infantry on the southern bridgehead, over a

treddway bridge which the 31st Engineer iattalion kept in - .

operation throughout the morning. It too was sunk at
noon by enemy artillery. %he armof that got across en-
abled Company A of the 397th Infantry to clear a large
part of the cities factory district. Dluring the night of
10 April 1t joined the 2nd and 3rd Battalions, which had
been trying to cross the railroad tracks which separate
the factory district from the city itself. Once the two
bridgeheads had been joined, the enemy began his withe
drawal from Heilbronn. After seven days of trying to
break fanatically-held strongpoints 100th Division
ftnfantrymen found themselves resisted only by rearguards,
The division forces in the city, now augmented in
the south by the lst and 2nd Battalions of the 399th
Infantry, regrouped and drove the enemy out of towns
north and south of Hellbronn and out of the hills te the
~east, which had served the (Germans as an amphitheater
for artillery observation. On 13 April the 3rd Battalion
of the 398th Infantry joined the other two battalions of
the regiment in Neokarsulm; and on the following day, as
the regiment drove east, it met advance elements of the
10th Armored Division. During the battle for Heilbronn
the 100th Division hed tsken over 1,500 priscners, had
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suffered relatively light casualties, a;d had reduced
tho anchor ;t the itrongout lins which the enemy was
able to mnk§ during the last month of the war,

On 18 April VI Corps was ordered by QQVenﬁh Army
to attazk south inte the lLowenstein Hills, It was te
-nintain contact wifhlthe First Prench Army on the right
which was advancing -ﬁuth between the Rhine and the
leékat, ind to be prepared to assist the French in the
capture of Stuttgart. The 10th Armored Division went
into toﬁporary resorvo; t® regroup and repalr equipment.
The 63fd Division en the corps left flank and the
100th Diviion on the right advanced to the south.
The V4 corplv;dyanat met no such coordinated line of

defense as it had at Heildbronn and along the Jagst Rivor; RV

but it was slowed down by minefields, roadblocks,
stecep ascents along narrow roads, and by stubborn

deiaying_partios in towns,

Yuremberg
~ In the period 15 to 20 April the First Germen Army

ﬁn&sod to maintein coordination among the fragmentary
units and battle groups which stretched along a line

fram the Lowenstein Hills to Nuremberg., Piece~meal and
fluiias this 1ine was, it was nevertheless the only
*front 1ine" remaining on the wessern front; ;ndiit was
defended by en sstimated 15,000 infantry combat effectives,
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20 artillery batialiocns, and 100 tanks or self-propelled
guns. On 1l April there was no firm evidence of a thoroughly
planned dofen;o in the Redoubt Center, but it was estimated
that the Germans were withirnwing slowly to concentrate
all their reasources in southeastern Gormnny.ss 1% was up to
the Seventh Army to pierce the German lins and to beat the
German Army before it reaehed the Austrisn Alps. By 23 April
Seventh Army had struck three erucisl blows, which cut the
line to shreds and drove what remained of the German army im
broken rout to the south. 7The first blow to fell was the
attack on Nuremberg, which the Germans hed decided to defend
"te the last man", porbaps as much for political as fop tase
tical reasons, It‘:tood &8s $be eastern anchor of the lime
opposing Seventh Aruy; it was a c¢ommnications center through
which North-gouth reilways, autobahnen and principal highways
paes, especinlly those from Berlin to Munich; and 1t was alse
the shrine of the Nazl Farty. | '

After AV Corps had reached its objective in the Hohe Kheen
hill mals; it began to prepare fer & drive that would take
it to Nuremberg. On 9-10 April it shifted Cowbat Command A
on the corps left flank, leaving Combzf Comiand B on the
right to maintain contsct with Xul Corps. The 106th Cavalry
Group was free totrocohnoitor southeast toward Bamborg‘cnd
toward Goburg. Wuieh%ns for orders to continue its attack to
the southeast, the AV Gorps maintained its positions em
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the Liohe Rhoén Eounfaiha and patrolle% vigbrounli in the
cireetion of its aenticipated thrust, o

' Already reaehing far forward with strong patrols,
the AV COIpB moved out et 1500 hours on 11 April, whem
it was ordersd to advanco 1n conjunction with the N
right flank of Third Army.57 The L5th Division on the
left anc tha Brd Division on the right follomed the
- cavalrye. The corps lwept rapidly to the south using
floodlights to continue the advence at night.

Flightas of fighter ‘bombers and tectical reéohnhitlanco
aircrﬁft.npread'seéiching fingers in front of the advance.
P«5ls operating in pair; réported by radio_t6 the'derpo
controll;r who géio them a iecoﬁnaissanée mission and
iaid ous a}fouté for them to follow. Hoving low to the
ground, the bilbf: rebcrted their'Obnefvafionshbi redio
directlf to the ecorps controliet; who relsyed {nformation
on roacds, bridges, htreams; river bankl; enemy Iroop
locations, snd friendly front lines. P51 pilots alse
directed artillery tiro, guidod flighta of fighter-
bombers to profitablo targets, and, on request,
photographed onplacomehts, troop concentrations, or
terrain; The negatives were flown back to the base,”’
proeeaued, and dropood at the corps command post. i
Reconnnisaanco aircraft we re dispatched to a diviaion
controller when their eorps mission was completed.

‘Mo foel out the advance on the ground the 106th
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Cavalry Group on 12 April was ordered to reconnoiter $o
the Nurembsrg-Bayreuth sutebahn. The 3rd and [5th
Divisims at the same time were prdercd to take Bemberg
and the high ground on either rlank.59 Bamberg, lying
in the broad valley at the junction of the Regnitz and
Main Rivers, was nearly on the boundary betwecn the two
divisions; and a combined attack presented no special
problems. The 180th Infantry of the [5th Division on
the left drove into Bamberg on 13 April from the north,
while on the right the 3rd Division dispatched the 2nd
Battalion of the 15th Infantry to oclear that portion of
the city southwest of the Regnitz River. During the
day the lst and 3rd Battalions ef the 180th Infantry
ettacked abreast and met moderate small arms end
self-propelled fire as they cleared the nertheast part
of the city. The same type of resistance met 3rd
Division troops, and by the end of the day the eity

hed been taken except for an island in the center of
the city. 4t was eleared the mext day by the 3rd
Battalion of the 180th Rogimontéghich crossed on a
footbridge te dislodge snipers.

While Bamberg was under sssault other elements of
both divisioms pushed 15 miles southeast, and Combat
Command B rejoined the 1lLth Armored Division on the eorps
left flank. After Bamberg had fallen, XV Corps was
to continue south te sut the autsbahn between Bayreuth
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end Furemberg and to capture Kuremberg, The 1llLth
Armored Division sut out the sutobahn, while the LS5th
spd 3rd Divieions advanced en a bread front teward
Furemberg. . . R v

~ Nuremberg lies im a broad valley veined with
netur=1 snd artificial vatervays and at the center of
2 spiderwed of roads and railreads, From Nuremberg .
north to the Regnits River and Ludwig's Canal flow
parallel to each ether. Ludwig's Canal extends through
Nuremberg to the Southeast, The Rednits River flowing
from th§ south snd the Pegnitz Eiver from the east join
vest of Nuremberg and north of the suberb of Fuerth
to form the Regnits River. A little more than one-thiwvd
of Nuremberg lies morth of the curve formed by the
Regnits River, which provided sn excellent tactical
PURRUALY BV e e o, the eonquest of the
eity.

The plsn for the taking of Kuremberg was an '
envelopment. The 3rd Division on the right was ordered
to eontinue sautheast te cross tho_xegnit: Kiver and
Indwigts Canal, then to strike south and elear that
. portion of Nuremberg north of the Fegnitsz River,
loanvhilo,kth. L5th Dividion advancing farther to the
left was directed to continue to the southeast, eroas.
the Regnits nitpi, and sttaok the city from the south
and soptheast, aovonihQArly stated that elements of
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%.I Gorps on the right.ofsxv Corps were to essist in
the capture of Nuremberg. o To shield operasions in
fhe city,vwhich would dngago the full attention of both
assaulting divisions, the liith srmored Division was
erdered to maintein its position on the eorps left amd
jwing south of Nuremberg to sereen the eity at a
distance of about 15 miles. The 106th Cavalry Group
wos direéted to perform & similer migsion to the south
end southwest., The XXI Gorps advancoron the right
would provide sdditional protection on the same flank.

' 0n 15 April the 3rd Division erossed the Regnits
Hiver and Ludwig's Cenzl some 15 miles north of
¥uremberg 4in bouition to attack due socuth into the
oiiy. The 30th Infantry on the division right mede
fhs crossing after 1t had advanced southeast during the
day against scattered resistance in the small towns that
dot the roiling terrein. The crossing was made without
opposition by the Zré Battalion, and immediately the .
7th Infantry followed in division reserve. All combat
olerents or the division were over en the following
day, and the troops drove to within five miles of
‘Hﬁrenberg. o |

Gn the corps left flank the L5th Divisica struck
louth of the Pegnits kiver over a bridge captured intact
Y toe 157th infantry. Opposition en the river 1line was

"Oslisiblo. but several defended roadblocks were -
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encountersd &g the troops econtinued to expand the
dbridgehead, By 16 April the attacking divisicns had
formed a two-pronged pincers on Hufemberg, one point
having alreedy penétrated thd aorthern qutskirts and the
other in the sbuthoaatern suburts, PThe 1llLth Armored
Division and the 106th Gavlaiy Gioup encountered but
11ttle opoosition as théy moved to form a protecting
sereen to the east, SOuth,vﬁnd southwest,

Furemberg resiﬁted furlously. Fighting continued
day and night, during the rights under artificial
nbonlight rurniéhed by American snti-aircraft searchlight
battalions. The city was surrounded by enemy antieaircraft
positiona, armed with 88 mm flak guns, which were used .
againct the assaultin infantry vath grim effect. As
the troc.ps of both diviﬂiona broadened their fronta on
17 April and palled the noose tighter on thc city,
resistance increaqed in 1ntenaity.: .

The Ard Division attacked south with the 15th
Infsntry en the left anﬁ the 7th Infantry om the right, .
®lements of which resched into the outskirts of
Hnremberg on 17 April. Rﬁth.fégimsnta overrsn many
anti-aireraft artillary 9mplaccnents, but flak guna
acattered throurh the c¢ity and manned by determined )
defenders c&used many cesualties. lncreasingly strong
88 mm flak fire met tre hsuh Livision s elements of all three
r!gimnnta attaeked rrom the aouth and aoutheaat...rivg
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bastalions pushed inﬁo the defenses of the city.

AV Corps medium end heavy artillery supplemented
the weapons of the diwisions by firing into the |
progressively smalier target mreay and alr missions
throughout daylight hours bombed, strafed and
rocketted the defenders, . By midnight of 17 April the
attackers hed e¢leared mearly twoethirds of Nuremperg
ir house to house battles, although entiesircraft.
artillery batterles, sitec in parks and sgueres
farther within the eity, continued to blest the
infantrymen snd tankers.

The 1st Batislion ef ths 30th Infantry joined the
esseult on 18 April. It at.acked on the left and pushed
the next day to seise the north gate to the mediQVaLJg
welled city in the heart of Nremberg. This it held
a8 & bridgeheec while the 2nd Battalion pushed through

e

and eontinued the punishing bestle te the south. Meanwhile v ¢

the remainder of the division had crept slowly through
smashed and buraing buildings towsrd the Regnita River. 7%he :
- ensmy registed from fox-holes im parke, fram flsk .
istillery emplacements, and from basements. Unless
buildings were ocleared room-by room, there wag always
the threst of enemy to the rear, ~The Tth Infantry,
oen the right of the division assault, reached the
inner city on 19 April.The 15th Infentry, after a
bloody fight in the divisiom eemter during which its
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armor was attécked by eiviliah: as wvegl as by uniformed
enemy, moved late in tho day to push through the gate
captured by the 30th Regiment. L

Resistance td the 4S5th Division assault in the
south was at a fever pitoch as the divisioﬁ drove deeper
into the city; and fanatical small arms, rifle grenade,
bazooka, and panserfaust fire met attackers who cleared ‘
five squéro miles of the city and reﬁchad the medieval
walls in the heart of ﬁuremboré on 19 April. fho 180th
Infantry assaultzd the walls and foré.d an entrance to
continue its attack vithin the aneient bastian.z The
179th Regiment, having been pulled opt, blocked to the
rear, and cleared by-passed ereas.

West of Nuremberg lies the suburd of Puerth, which
was in the XxI Corps zone until 19 April, when the };2nd
Division already in position to attack the town was
attached to XV Corps. The whole Nuremberg area came
under one command. The h2nd.Division on 18 April had
been ordered by XV Corps to take Puerth and early the
next dey jumped off across the Fednits River end met
moderate resistance as it cleared the town.,

Hitlerts 56th birthday was on 20 April, and the
Gauleiter of Nuremberg had sent & "battle vow" to his
Fuenrer: ’

My Fuehrer: The final struggcle for the town
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of the Party rallies has begun. <he soldiers are
fighting bravely, and the population i1a proud and
strongs I shall remain in trhis most German of all
towns to fight and to die. In these hours my heart
beats more than ever in Love and Faith for the wone
derful German Reich and 1ts people. The National
Socialist idea shall win and conguer all diaboliec
schemes. Greetings from the National Socialists of
the Gau Franconia who are faithful to Germany.
XARL HOLZ

The Fuehrer had replieds
seeel wish to thank you for your exemplary

conduct. You are thereby bolstering the spirit not

only of the people in your own Gau, to whom you are

such a familiar figure, but also of millions of Ger-

manses Now starts that fervent struggle which recalls

our original struggle for power. However great the

enemy's superiority may be at the present moment,

it will still orumble in the end «« Jjust as it has

done before. 1 wish to show my appreciation and

my sincere gratitude for your heroic actions by awar-

ding you the Golden Cross of the German Order.

o ADOLF HITLER 62

But on 20 April Nuremberg fell. |

As the sige of the enemy-held area of Nuremberg de-
creased, the intense concentrations of anti-aircraft artil.
lery fire slackened because most of the guns had been overs
rune +he 7th Infantry forced the walls of the inner oity in
its gzone by 1100 hours and attacked south against decreasing
- oppositione The enemy began to capitulate in large numbers
to the 16th Infantrye. The 30th Infantry with two battalions
abreast drove south and sleared the area north of the Pegnits
by 1400 hourse. 8tronger opposition met the 45th Division, as
it drove up from the southj but by 1800 hours the two as-
sault regiments had eliminated all but 200 defenders in an

underground passage, who were finally routed out by
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2260 hours. The Gaulsiter was found dead in a c¢sllar
after tke battle, There had bteen no fight to the last
man, for during the five days of the battle more than
17,000 of the defenderas had aurrendered.65 -on 21 April,
the day after HLitler's bvirthday, Xv corps commemorated
its capture of Nuremberg with a ceremony in Adolph .-
Fitler Platz, Foepresentative units of Xv Corps,
1nc1uding infantry, artillery, engineers, tanks, and tank
destroyars, paraded before neneral Fatch and Gsneral
Bzislip. Fighter-bomber aircraft Joined the rovio' by
covering the formstion fromt he air,

Wh}le the celebration was in progress, XV Cérps
was regrouping for fuftker attack, %evénth Army 7ield
Order No, 12 was issued on 17 April had confirmod
arrangementa that had bean in progress to abirt the
direction of the arny attack from southeast to south
and had announced that Third Army would reliove YV corps
east of the line Wuerzburg-ansbach. Thn eonaequent
regrouping was oarried out with little delay to |
XV Corps advance.’ Third Army movod in behind the
corpsg the 3rd Division stayed behind to parrison
Nuremberg 3 the XV Corps advanced south‘toward vunich,
There was only'one coﬁplication. Be 14th Armored
Diviaion was engaged on the 1eft but by -utual
igreement it was reassigned on 23 April to Third Army

in gone, 7In its place the 20th Armored Division.
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commanded by ¥ajor ~ansral Crlandfo warg, was assigned
64 o

to Sevonth Army end sent to the XV Corps. The 20th

Anmored T'ivision in the lead wzs followed on the 1eft
by the 45th Dlvision and on the r;gbt by the 42nd

9iviaion. It met only scattered opposition 1n towns

"and at roadblocks, as the enemy rotreated in confusion.

éﬂ?he battle of Nuremberg had broken the rizht of his 1line,

"rhe stutteart Operation

#+11e the battle for Nursmberg was still being waged,
The

i

jinnotbor blow was delivered on the enemy left flank,
\cerman 17th 82 pivision and 2nd ¥ountain pivision had
%een pulled out of the line and rushed to the Nuremberg

}ront. The 2nd wountain Division fought near Ansbach

|
sovthwest of Wurewherg, but the 17tk S¢ troops after

!
racing to Nuremberg got there too late to fight inside

the city. Although ¢t fought against the flank of the

&v Corps enveloping forces, it ecould not effectively

xdolay Nuremberg's fall,.
; ~ Lack of adequate forces and erders to-make its main
I

/ ~offort on the left in support eof Third Army hed kept.
[

!
i
8

J

4

|

‘early April rad been so gxtondod as to necessitate

Seventh Army from launching in force its anticipated
Its sdvance during Varch and

offensive to the .south,

leaving three divisions behind to oceupy captured
kerritoryg the 44th, the 103rd, and the 36th, the last .
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of which was west of the Rhine. The 103rd and the 36th
Pivisions had been earmarked as SHAEF reserve on 30 larch,
since which time they had been used as occupation forces.
At the end of March the 70th Infantry Division and the
13th Armored Division, whioh had been in SHAEF reserve
under Seventh Army eontrol, were being prepared for
tranafer to the Twelfth Army Groupe This transfer was
offective on 1 and 2 April, and both divisions within a
short time were sent to the Third Arny sone. By 8 April
both the 4th Infantry and 10th Armored Divisions,
attached to Seventh Army for operations, were assigned
to Seventh Arny.66

By 17 April SHAEF had lifted some of the reatrictions
on the use by Seventh Army of its divisions in reserve,
the 36th and 103rd, and hnd'roapondod to General Fatch's
request that the 36th Division west of the Rhine be
presently relieved by units of the Fifteenth Army.
Repre:entatlvel from the Fifteenth and Seventh Ameriean
Armies hed been working together asince 3 April in olose
liaison preparatory to the assumption of cccupation
duties by Fifteenth Army in the Saar-Palatinate west
of the Rhine. Alsonon 17 April notification was re.
ceived that the 10lst Airborne Division was to return
to Seventh Army, replacing the 103rd Diviasion in
SHAEF reserve and taking over the DarmstadteAnsbache
Hellbronn area. Both the 36th Infantry and 10lst
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Airborne DPivisions would not be required to perform
occupational duties after 21 Apr11.§7

Now Seventh Army had greater hitting power and
greater depth for its effensive. By the middle of
April Third Army had been turned south and the direction
of Seventh Army advance was slso turned southe The
relief of Seventh Army units in the east by elements of
Third Army narrowed its prospective front by about £5
percents It became less of an adjunct to Third Army end
freer to strike out independently in ita own gone.
General Patoh's Command Post, which had moved from
Darmstadt to Kitzingen on 16 April, was off-center for
the new gone, especially when the army's mein effort
was to be made on the right. Plans were made to move
it southwest and on 27 April after the offensive had made
good progress the Seventh Army Command Post opened in
Sohwaebi sch Gmuond.ee ' ,

With the Ruhr pocket effectively reduced (it waa‘
declared wiped out on 12 April) and with the Third Arm&
drive speeding toward Salzburg, General Elsenhower told
General Devers on 15 April that the §1mn had come for
the Sixth Army Group to push the offensive te the
.eouthoeg The initial objective of the offensive was
the capture of Stuttgart and the cutting off and

the deastruction of the Nineteenth Germany Army in the
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Black Forest. VI Corps, coordinating its advance with
the First French Army, was to envelop Stuttgart, seize
the communications centers south of Stuttgart in the |
area of Tuebingen, Balingen, and Sigmaringen, between
Stuttgart and the Swiss border, up to which the corps
was then to exploit in‘order to blook the Nineteenth
Army in the Black Foreast while the French destroyed 1t.70

An airborne operation for the planned offensive
which had been designated Effective was contenplated for
the taking of the communications centers south of Stuttgart,
an important target also because & number of scientifie
laboratories and factories were sltuated there. Flans had
been made to use the 13th Airborne Division in this maneuver,
but this operation was cancelled on 20 April as being no
longer nec.zusz,u'y.vl 8ixth Army Group had warned thit, in
order to prevent the German Nineteenth Army from escaping
from the Black Forest southeast into the Swablan Alps,
careful timing would be necessary in the French and VI Corps
envelopment of Stuttgart. The French were instructed specifi.
oally to avoid attacking Stuttigart prematurely.72

8ince 13 April VI Corps had been pushing south into
the Loewenstein Hills, which stretched between Heilbroﬁn
and Schwaebisch Gmuende On 16 April the 10th Armored
Division was taken out of reserve and peassed through the
63rd Division on the corps left flanke. Combat Command B,

supported by the 2nd Battalion of the 254th Infantry,
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fought for two days to take on 18 April the town of Hall
on the Kocher River. On the corps right flank the enemy
indicated acute sensitivity to the 100th Divilibn
approach toward Stuttgart, when he counterattacked
fiercely near the town of Bellsteln, about 20 miles
north and a little east of Stuttgart. The 3rd Battalion
of the 399th Infantry approached a hill just north of |
"Beilstein on the morning of 18 April. Forward elements
drossed the open draw below the hill, climbed its open
northern face, and reached the wooded erest. The rest of
the battalion was still climbing out of the draw when
German mortars and artillery opened up on theme Sevene
teen were killed and 101 woundeds When the battalion had
cnce gained the to§ of the hill, 1t was counterattacked
for an hour by some 680 Germans who climbed the southnrn.
slope, heedless of the fire that met t:hem..75 The rest

of the way throuwh tho'Loetenltein Hills wa!.relat1Ve1y
easy for VI Corps. On 18 April the rapid drive south
began, as elements of the 10th Armored Division on the
corps left flank advanced nine miles.

On 19 April the 44th Division, attached to VI Corps
two days before, moved through the 63rd Division to
follow the advance of the 10th Armored. The 63rd Division
passed to XXI Corps and continued its attack to the

74 :
southeast. The 103rd Division, attached to VI Corps
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afterits release from SHAEF, was ordered to attack
between the 10th Armored and the 100th Division on .
the right, which was moving slowly bocause‘or atirf
reslatance to its approsch to Stuttgart.75

During the morning of 19 April the advance of the
10th Armored Division was held up by steep hills and
boggy velleys, but in the afternoon it raced ahead for
a gain of 17 miles whigh brought it to the Rems River,
holding in the Loewenstein Hills on the south, Combat
Command B seized two bridges intact jJust west of
Schwaebisch Gmuend, which it by-passed, and orossed
the rivere Farther west Combat Command A carrying a
powser saw to ¢lear roadblocks, had been hitting a
40 mile an hour pace. 4hat afternoon it seized another
bridge over the Rem- intact at Loreh, five miles west
of Gmuende Combat Command A came so suddenly inte
Lorch that it scared away un%;onemy plane. and an snemy
train that were just pulling into town. It %took
prisoners the aatonished Voikaaturm vhé had been left
behind es a rearguarde 7The 44th Division, ihoue task
it was fo protect the exposed flanks of 1l0th Armoréd
Division as well as to mop up in the rear, reached the
Rems the same day mand blooked at the bridgéa to permit
the armor to lunge ahead southwest to the Fils River,
which runs parallel to the Rems some six mlles to the .

souths Conbat Command A captured intact a bridge over
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the Fils at Faurndau near Goeppingene
on 20 April, while Combat Command R and the 1ll4th

Infantry of the 44th Division mopped up in the by-passed
Gmiend area, Command Commands A and B orossed the Fils
River and‘dorve, still southwest, to the town otvxirchheim.
The town fell easily to the two enveloping colurns. The
1l4th Infgntry blocked on the left of the armored spear-
head, while the 324th Infantry blocked 6n the right. Several
‘nergetic enemy attempts ne#r Schﬁlobiach Gmuend to cut
through the main supply route of the extended salient were
repulsed. Early in the morning of 21 April slements
of Combat Command R, which had come down to Kirchheim,
out the Autobahn just south of the olty, reaching the first
objective of the divinion. The enemy had been fleeing
from Stuttgnﬁt and the Black Forosf dowmn tho Autobahn
to the Swabian Alps. The XII Tactical Air Cormand had
been combing and -traring columns for sovergl dayse
Now the enemy was forced to ﬁao secondary roads to the
louth. Oﬁ 22 April the l0th Armored Division was ordered
to swing iouthea:t to pursue the fleeing onoﬁy to the
Danube..'r6 The 44th Division was to ocontinue to flanks.

| Whoh forces of the 10th Armored Division reached
Kirohhnim, thoy had come within 15 miles of French foroes
which had swept southeast to Reutlingen below the Autoe
bahn. Sfuttgart was virtunllf encircledy the odrridor
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of escape was narrowed and attacked on the ground and
from the air. The breakthrough of the 10th Armored
Division formed the first and outer arm to reach out te
pocket the fleeing Nineteenth Army. Meanwhile within
that arm the 103rd Division on the right flank of the
armored division and the 100th Division along the
Neckar each pressed in on the escape corridor.

After 18 April resistance to the 100th Division
advance deoreased as the enemy fled from the Stuttgartv
area. Against minefields, roadblocks, and pangerfauste
armed delaying parties the d;viiion made steady progress.
On 22 April it cax;»tmrdl 1,000 prisoners in the pocket
formed by the Neckar north and east of Stuttgart, and
it made contact with the French just across the river
from the oity. On 23 April the division captured an
equal number of prisocners as it drove to the east bend
of the Neokar River below Stuttgart where it is joined
by the Filas. One battalion of the 397th Infantry moved
south of the Neckar River to cut the Autobahn below
Esslingene.

The 103rd Division, between the 10th Armored and
the 100th Vivisions, ran into bitter fighting on 23 April
as 1t hit the most sensitive part of the escape corridor
below the Autobahne It had joined the VI Corps attack
on 20 April, and against only moderate resistance it had
swung down through the lanes that tanks had cleared across
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the Rems and Fils Rivers. On 22 April 1t drove souths
west from Kirochheim some five miles south of the Autoe
bahn where it threw back a counterattacke The next dayiitl
attack was to the south toward the Metgingen«Muensingen
road which runs through the Swabian Alps, now the moat
important remaining escape route for the Nineteenth German
Armys In the hills that shield the road on its northern
side the 103rd Division met deaperate opposition. Here
the 2nd Battalion of the 410th Infantry attacked the

town of Erkenbrechtaweiler, whioch lies on top of a

broad plateau. After G Company had taken t'Oythirdl of
the northern part of the town and had lost 17 men

as priasoners, an 83 officer marched down the main atreet
carrying a white flag, accompanied by a oaptured American
infantryman. He presented an ultimatum to the oompo.ny~
commanders surrender or panserfausts will wipe you out.
At the time the entiie 2nd Battalion, the other elements
of which were fighting in the woods outside the towm,

was believed surrounded by five German infantry regiments
and miscellaneous troops. The fighting continued and

by evening the town was cleared of the enemy. . The next
morning the surrounding German troops had disappeared in
flight. The 103rd Division pressed on to the Metszingene
Muesingen road and drove to Reutlingen to join up with

™
French Forces.
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On 23 April the Stuttgart corridor was closed. On
the same day the city of Stuttgart fell %o the French.
French forces continued to mop up numerous enenmy pockets
in the Black Forest, and VI Corps turned southeast toward
Ulm and the Dsnube in pursult of the broken columns of
the German Nineteenth Army.|78 Qnrzd April the main effort
of Seventh Army was directed southeast towsrd Ulm, and a
new boundary was set between the French Firast and Americen

79
Seventh Armies.

Because the rapid drive of the French below Stuttgart
had extended so far east of the Neokar River which had
been the boundary between the armies and because there
was a danger of French and American units becoming ene
tangled, General de Lattre and General Patech had agreed .
on 21 April‘on & new boundary between Heutlingen and .
Sigmaringen.eo It then was decided by S8ixth Army Group
that when Stuttgart had fallen and the VI Corps attack
had turned southsest the boundary would run'nlong the
Mo tzingen-Muensingen~Ehingen road. This would leave to
the French the area south of Stuttgart to be mopped up
and would presumably keep French forces from befoming
entangled with the VI Corps attack toward Ulm and the Danube.

This 1ait boundary change also provided that American
forces would occupy Stuttgart after the French had taken
ite On 26 April the 100th Division, having been relieved
rrom.line duty on 24 April, moved into Stuttgnrt.91 The

French 3rd Algerian Infantry Division was still there.
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when on 27 April General Devers, accompanied by General
patch, visited Stuttvart and ordered that French forces
evacuate the city, the local French commander reﬁlied that he
vas under orders to rémein, News reports linked the stuttgart
question with the 1arger question of Wrench parfioipation in
the aasignhent of occupation zones, The matter, whicb had
obviously become one ror consideration at a higher levol,
passed amicably and without incident, 0On 30 April the 100th
Division left the city to the Fronéh and moved to another area,
It had been determined by this timevﬁy Army Groﬁp liaison that
pany feports of disorders by FrenchktrOOps in Stuttzart had
been exaggerated and tba£ they could be attributed largely
to diaplaced persons and fbe 'natiﬁa criminal element®, and
to the fact that French procedure 1n occupying a German city
is traditionally differont from that of Amorican forcos.85

The Breakthrougb.ig the Army Center

S8hortly after the ‘enemy right and lott flank had given
wvay, his conter woakenod undsr the pressure of the Xx1
forps attack and was pierced by the breakthrousgh of the
12th Armored Division 1h the Pranconian Heightu.‘ Asltho
XXI corps had swept southeast from the yain to the aAlsch
Rifer,yit had been depioyed across a broad front with
the 42nd Division on tho‘left, the 4th pivision on the
right, and the 12th Armored attacking in coiumns interspersed
leroaa the front, | |

At tho Aisch River the Germans had mndo only a minor
dolaying stand, Tho 42nd Division, in whose zone
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the major portion of the river line was located;;bad
pushed across the stream at Neustadt on 16 Apiil, after
8 prior reconnalssance to feel out weak points, Tho
division had continued ita repid advanco aoutheaat,
veering tovard vuerth, whicr it had been directed to tako
to assist in the YV Corps capture of Nuremoorg.e6 when
it had como into position to attack‘Fuorth, the 42nd
pivision had passed to control of XV Corps on 19 April
to place fho Nuromborg operation uoder a unified command,
At the same timQVXXI corps assumed command of the 63rd
Division from ﬁI rorps on the righﬁ flank of the 4tﬁ Division,

The 4th Division, inltlally on the corps rizht flank,
had driven southeast against only weak delaying aetion-,
and the columns of the 12th Armorod Division had met the
same type of oppoaition. The advanco aurgod forward
day and night botwoon 18 and 20 April. Tba 12th Armorod
Division took Ansbach and weuchtwangen. The 4th Infantry
Divi=ion retook Crailsheim, which VT rorps had oarlior
1101606, again't only sporadic roaistanco. on the now
eorps righttlank the 63rd Diviaion pushed aouthoaat,
roached qch'aebisch @rmand, and sot up roadblocks to
protect the corps rlank.a7 o .

XXI corpa was now woll within the low billa of ths
Franconian Foighta. Prisoner interrogation rovoalod that

enemy units larpor than baftalions weres the excontion.

Rastily organizod groups or atragglera wore thrown into
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the line to cdo what they could’to delay the advance,
XXI corps was engaged in what SHAEF'tefmed fthe
disarming, by battle, of the German armiee.”?a

with the passage of the 42nd Divis%on to Xv Corps
and the taking over of the 63rd Dlvislon, the corps
left boundary had hbeen shifted to the 1line Ansbache
¥oerdlingen, and xXI Corps attacked directly south .
toward the Danubs river with the mission of crossing 1t,.
leanwhile its positions west of Nuremberg had shielded
that city while 1t was belng assaulted by Xv corps. . .
when Xuremberg had been taken, XXI'Corpa began in earnest
its drive south. . The 12th Armored Division bed been .. .
given a zone on the left flank of the corpss end it was
here that the greatest advences were made, although the
remainder of the fropﬁ moved raplidly, ..

The 12th Armored Division launched a spearhead from
Peuchtwnagen toward the panube River on 20 April, and inv
two days it plerced 40 miles to capture and cross the
600=foot bridge over the river at Dillingen. Reinforcements
wveres poured across thﬁ river, ahd the ﬁ’idgehead was
held against only sligh* opposition, woving rapidly,
the 4th and 63rd Divisions reached the Danube and bridged
it on 25 April, the 4th against slight resistance at
leingen and the 63rd with gtrongér opposition at suenzburg,
both west and south of Dillingen. One battalion of the
€3rd Division stopped on the way to eliminate a pocket
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of some 600 89 troops,

With the ensmy's last line broken at both flanks
and in the center, Seventh Army continued south on its
next missiong to block the passes into puatris and to
gsize the Tnnsbrucke-Brenner rass area, The Wehrmacht
fled without hope befors its sdvance, The German
Fineteenth Army was prectically destroyed; the First
and Seventh German Armies were torn by American armored
breakthroughs, Fnemy troops in pockets of resistance
surrondered in massj commanders 1ssued discharges to their
men by the hundreds, On 21 April word was received at
seventh U.S, Army Eeadquarters that the German government
had agreed to leave in their present camps all Allied
prisonsrs of war and not to try any longer to evacuste
them in the retreat.eg Seventh Army advanced beyond the
Danube, to the last natural defense line before the

Redoubt Center, -
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CLAPTER XXIX

TIE EYTH QF Tht NATIONAL RED,UBLT

The catastrophe which had finally overtaken the German
military forces wes almost complete., When the city of k
Nuremberg fell to the Seventh Army on 20 &pril, it had
become clear that tle war was entering its Iaét stages.
An intelligence report'from General Eisenhower's head-
quarters issued on 15 April stated the case:

From every viewpoint 1t 1s only a matter of
time before the organized resistance in lLitlerite
Germany collapses completely....Nething can alter
tle 1lrescapabie fact that tie enemy is on the verge
of a defeat. Nothing qow can rectify the mistskes
of liltler snd his staff offlcers in order to
prolong tle war or even partially retrieve the
situstion, Enemy capsbllities are in fact nil,

No steps he ¢an tane with the presernt means of

conducting warfare are such that ihey will influence -

and herdly delasy the outcome.....

Nor was the intelligence that the war wes lost
unavailevle to the highest German command., 1In the esrly
evening of 22 April, sccording to varlous accounts,ot the
briefing in tie Fuehrerhauptquartier, &dolph Litler
became convinced that theJend was nesr and that all hope
wes to be sbandoned. JSeversl dilary entries picture the
situations

The Fuehrer has collapsed; he considers further

regsistance useless, refuses to leave.....All present
(keitel, Jodl, Bormenn, himmler, Goebbels, and the
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Grand Admirel over the phone) have tried to sway tle

Fuehrer..,...Everything was in vain.,...le now spesks

of treuason from all sides, of fellure, corruption,

end that the S5 is now lying to him....the troops

are not flghting, the roadblocks sre opened and are

not being defended....soon we will have no ammunition

and gesoline.....The Fuehrer has given no oruers, he

only said the others should go wherever threy please,.,"?

This abdication of the high command in late April
coincided with the disintegration of centralized eneay come
bat leedership. Along the Seventh Army front General Paul
Hausser had been relleved from command cf German Army Group
Gy, which had been cut sand virtually destroyed by General
Patch's divisions on both sides of the Rhine. iHis new
assignment was the consolidetion of staffs fleeing south, the
organization of battle-groups from smong surviving remnants;
¥ore than a dozen divisions were identified in the sectors of
the American VI, XXI, and XV Corps; but their numbers were 1ittle

4

more than a bookkeeping convenience, They were wanting in
infantry, in artillery, and in ermor., They were in recelipt
of no coordinated orders and were committed to defensive
positions which formed no semblance of a front line, Thousands
of troops were disappearing, redeploying themselves as self-
discharged veterans; and as one German division commander
confessed, "everybody was highly sensitive to eany report
which held any inkling of the words 'clearing out',...."

This battered and hopeless enemy force, consisting of
the First end Nineteenth Germen Armies, withdrew in almost

total confusion before the onslaughts of Seventh Army,
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Genersl Fatton's Third Army, which had been driving duve ezst
.towafd Pregue and Dresdz2n, had ltegun to chenge direction to.
move down the Danube liver for e jJjunction with the Russians,
General Fatch, sccordingly, instituted & generel swing 6f
the army toward tue heart of Bevaris and the(Tyrol.7 With
CTenersl Dbrovks' VI Corps on tie right, General ¥1lburn's

XXI Corps in tire center, and Ceneral lirislip's XV Corps on
the left, Seventh army wus to strike quickly over the Danube
and into the bavarian foreland making decisive southern
thrusts for the Alpige routes into the Inn River Valley and
- to the brenner Pass, Whét little order General Hausser,
now operating from Field Kershel Kesselring's hezdquerters,’
could fashion from the cheos of the German army was not to
be given &n opportunity to recover combat efficiency for

the defense of mountain positions in the so~-czlled "Netionel
Redoubt"., The lLope wes to dissolve the projected ultimate

- concentration area Lefore it could Le used. It wes also.
hoped to uncover quickly the infemous German concentration

9
canps which lay 1n tle path of Seventh Army.

The Redoubt: ivth and Kystery

| Whether the Gerzan liigh Command or the Fuehrer's inner
circle ever bellieved in tie Eedoubt Ceater or in some fort-
ress of tl.e Alps 1s a question. There appears to be no
evidence that any substantial‘planning or seiéous prepar=-

ations were made for an historic last stand, The



1105

Alpenstellung or Cebrigstellung, which in American documents
beceme "redoubt" from the ¥French intelligence about the |
reduit, was less @ military stratagem thsn e plece of polit-
icel propagandsa, .It did not revive much hope or morele,
but it perhaps gave soue geograpnic point to sll the frantic
movements of overrun German elements, '
During the khine-crossing period Seventh Army G-2 had,
as aforementioned, issued & long range study of the German
National Redoubt, reviewing tie factors ihvolved in a for-
mid#ble defense of mounteinous pockets In the area of common
German, fustrian, and Italian frontiers.ll The Aipine high
ground loomed as the last battlefield. The extreme Davarian
relief, with narrow sbrupt valleys and sheer winding roads,
was admirsble for a cetermined defense by a-minimum force
well-armed with modern eyuipment. It was suspected that
congiderable stockpiles of arns, munitions, end rations,
and even underground industrial facilities, had lteen pre-
pared; and a new elite force wss envisicned, comprising
hundreds of thousands of S8 and mountain troops, well
equipped, trained for mountain warfare, and thoroughly
imbuved with the Naezi spirit, 4t the source of this esti-
mate of enemy capabllities were two reasonss TFlrst, that
the Nazi elements which countrolled G:rmeny had the will
and imperetive need to continue to resist; sec§nd, that
the German army aund peopley incapable of disobedience,

would follow Nazi orders,
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Heppily, the army estimate of the enemy's military and
political strength was a cautious cne, The three}SeVenth
Army corps éero prepared for the worst contingency;,but;
less than two weeks after the outer ring of the Kedoubt had
been penetrated at fhe Danube, the Nestional Socimlist regime
hed been destroyed, The American assault could not be con-
tained or even delayed. The German will to resistance was
broken. Flagrant violstions of discipline disorganized
the military from_iithin, end there were many instsnces of
widespread and extensive civil disobedience.12

By 21 April Seventh Army had completed its turning
movement for the campaign sgainst the redoubt, Before it
" was the Danube River, and a long wide, flatland whicha
stretched to the mountains, Within two weeks Seventh\&rmy
had driven into the mountsins, had broken through the
effective wall across southern Germany, end had seized con-
trol of the Inn and Salzach Valleys. VI'Corps,\on the
right, held the massive lateral terraces from Innsbruck to
the brenner Pass. XV Corps, on the left, had overrﬁn the

Sslzburg-berchtesgaden sres, XXI Corps, in tre middle,
Adominated Kufstein end the central Alpine positions. The
Netionaul Redoubt was no longer a my#tery.

The Fall of Ulm

T?o main effort of Seventh Army was to be made on the
3 ,
right, Within 48 hours the breakthrough which VI Corps
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hed achieved near Lorch on the Kems River on 19 4pril hed
assumed major proportions, Two combat commands of the=10th
Arxored Division were “running wild", and at times the armor
was hitting @ 40-mile~per-hour pace, Lehind the tenks moved
the infartry of the 44th and 103rd Divisions, streining to
keep up witl the tempo of the motorized edvence, to clear
by-passed pockets of resistunce, and to prevent infiltrstion
Lehind the speeding combat commands.14 '

The Stuttgart-Ulm autobshn had elready been cut snd
troops blocking to tre west were sti}l picking up miscel-
laneous groups trying to escape the Stuttgsrt pockef._
Opposition along the whole front was spotty and disorgenized,
slthough basttle groups continued to fight moderate délayinz_
actions, Principle obstescles were engineer-contrived, road-
Plocka and mineficlds, covered by fire from infentry tr?inﬁ,
. to make strongpoints of towne and favorable terraln.1 '~ The
srmor, for the most part, evoided such points. "Keep on -
goding" General Brooks had instructed Generel korris, com-
mending the 10th Armored Division, "don't fight w1t2 them
a8 there will te plenty of infentry behind you..."l The
tanks were rscing for the Denube and all possible intact
erossings between Ehingen and Ulm, '

The city of Ulm on the Danube River appesred to be the
next concentration point for the hephszard improvised de-
fensive efforts of Generel Foertsch's First Army. The river

line itself wes possibly the best avsilable position in the
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so-called "final defense™ area before the redoubtj and, more
~then thet, the kimmler-Keitel-Bormann decree which had dic-
tated the fanatical defense of Nuremberg would probably
prompt the same type of resistance in this traditional Danube
Valiey bastion, The directive from the Germen High Command -
had been unequivocals

Cities are situated at important traffie

Junctlons. Therefore, they must ve defended and

be Leld to the utmost, no matter what promises

or threats are carrieé....For the execution of

this command the bLattle Commanders apyointed in

every town are personnally responsible, Should

they disobey this soldierly duty and task, they

will be sentenced to deatn like elr civillar

officlals who try to prevent the Lattle Commander

from doing his duty or even hinder him whilo

fulfilling his teskS,ees ‘

The signature ingicated the support of the army, the party,
7
and the Gestapo.

The army decision to atteck Ulm involved a completse
chenge in plan on the corps level. VI Corps was now to be
turned off to the asoutheast instead of the southwest, which
hed been thg course dictated by developments in the Stuttgart

1

operstion, A considerable portion of the Germsn Nine-
teenth Army hed eluded the Stuttgart trap snd had hastily
made its escape to the southesst; and Seventh 4rmy troops,
forced to nove in quickly to stoplths Kirchheim corridor,

H ‘ 9

became entsngled with the French, Elements of the 100th
Division and the 103rd Division weére committed in this
action., Early on 23 April, &s & result of the change in .

VI Corps plans, the 44th Division on the corps left flank
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was directed to follow the armor to Ehingen and at the
same time "spill over in the direction of Ulm....."ao

On 22 April botl Seventh Army and First French Army‘
hed reached the Danube River, The French I Corps made
seversl crossings in its zone and tock the town of Sigmaringen
from the south.21 Elemenis of the 10th Armored and 44th
Infentry Divisions farther north hLad established en Ameriesn .
bridgehesad in the Ehingen area, and by morning armor wes
across the river moving into Berg.22

French advence elements were out of communication with
their commanders and were pursuing down all routes, More-
over cerfain comranders smong the French dasired the prestige
of capturing Ulm because of its Napoleonic tradition, This
caused some infiltrations across the Seventh Army boundery,
and at berg the 44th Division became involved with French |
columns moving northesst from Sigmsringen. 4 principle
factor in the slowdown of sdvancing forces at this time
was the shortage of gasoline, which was coming in almost
exclusi#ely by air transport to nearest aveilable fields.

The boundery difficulties were settled with expedition
and arfe¢ted tre progress of the operstion very 11tti§, ir
at all, For reasons of prestige, the French were permitted
to maintain & guerd of honor in Ulm for & period after 1its
capture,

Cn 24 Aprll Seventh Army troops struck for Ulm., Two
regiments of the 44th Division, combined with elements of
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the 10th Armored Division, moved northeest slong tﬁé Danube,
The 324th Infantry advanced on tie north bank; and the 71st
Infantry, which lLad previously mede an assault boat crossing
and had erected a treadway bridge downstream from Ehingen,
moved along the river on the southern or right bank.2 The
troops met moderate to heavy resistunce, facing considerable
smell-arms and sniper fire, artillery, flak,.andlBBmm shelling.
Some infantry made their way riding on tsnks and trucksj others
dismounted and fought through the streets of Ulm, Between
the 71lst Reglment and Neu-Ulm ran the swift and not incon-
sequentiel Iller River, running north end into the Danube
which biseats Ulm, The Germans held the east bank of the
Iller from its confluence with the Dasnube south to a small
bridgehesd held by American armor at Voehringen, theh south
to anotlier bridgeheed held by armor at Illertissen;?4

by the afternoon of 24 April the American forces, as-
sisted by eléments of the 7irst Prench Armored Divisicn which
hed appeared, were cleaning out the last remnants of opposition
in old Ulm.2 By evening the 71st Infantry was making its cross-
ings of the Iller for the asssult on Neu-Ulm, The current
was too swift and boats turned over, Oné company crossed on
cables, hand over hand. 'Prbgross by Land-spans continued,
while hesvy logs were thréwn scross blown bridges for catwalk
crossings,26 In general tue Germens conducted en organized
defense east of the Iller River and a disorgenized withdrawal

west of the river., Pockets and columns of the enemy were
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trapped in the rear, and one group even attempted to cross
the Iller st one of the 10th Armored Division crossing
sites, On 25 April the artillery, the mortsrs, and self-
propelled guns were silenced, The eity of Ulm hed fallen,
It wes completely desolatej the medieval buildings that
once hed crowded around the cathredral and stretches of
27

the city beyond them had been bombed to ruins,

The fall of the historiec eity of Ulm prompted s special
message from Genersl De Lettre, Commander of the First
- French Army,

It is my desire to express to you‘the Joy we
feel in returning in brotherly union with your
army to Ulm which is so full of historical memories
particularly preclous to French soldiers, I wish to
express my feelings at this moment when srmored
detachments of First French Army, in liaison with
their Seventh Army comredes, ere reaching this town,

It 48 my wish to renew the expression of my most
friendly snd faitl.ful combat comredeship to you.28

Ile Danube Front

The Danube River front in the 8S8eventh Army ﬁon@ wound
its way northeast for some 80 miles from BEhingen to Neuburg,
Just west of Ingolstedt, which fell to the Third Army's III
Corps on 26 Apr11.29 The break in the Danube line at Ulm
wés matched by another deep and decisive penetration in
tre central sector, By 22 April both the 10th and 12th
Armored Divisions were gt the Danube River, In front of
XXI Corps, Combat Command "A" of the 12th Armored Division,
- fer in front of the infentry divisions, seized s bridgehead
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at Dillingen.Bo The day beforé, 21 April a long Garman
horse-drewn column had been overrun, 4As Americsn forces
reached the Danube River, bridges were being blown, The
600-fcoot Dillingen bridge wes captured intact at noon on
22 April., Bombs in and around the structure were deactiﬁ-
vated; and by early afternoon elements were across the
Danube extending the bridgehead to Fristingen, less then
20 miles northwest of Augsburg, against disorganized
oppositions.31

Seventh Army exploltation of the Dillingen bridge-
heed wes rapid snd immediate. The 4th snd 63rd Infantry
Divisipns, on the left and right respectively of the armor's
shifting sdvance, were ordered to move with all possible.
spe=d to the Danube ahd secure the river crossing. The 3rd
Division, which hed been gerrisoning Nuremberg, was attached
to XXI Corps, ordered to cross at Dillingen through the |
other two divisions and strike for Augsburg., y The rout
into which the enemy had been thrown by the advanco'ofA
armored spearhesds was apparent to the infantry moving up
behind. Withdrawal everywhere was chaotic, and there was
no determined attempt to make a stand. The 3rd Division
was involved only in brief fire fights in towns and villages,
with only scattered contact elsewhere st rosliblocks and
with by-passed groups., The difficulties of the 63rd Di-
vision amounted to delays of its motorized columns by

mines and abetis. The 4th Division ran into snipers but
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no enemy front lines, On 25 April the 4th Division reached
the Danube and caught up to the armor at Gundelfingen five
miles southwest of Dillingen, Farther south and west along
the river the 63rd Division had moved into the Guenzburg-
Leipheim area to establish'its own bridgehead.

The}desperate charactzr of the First Germen Army'j
plight was reveasldd in its own field order, later captured,
which dictated all-fut defensive efforts to hold both flanks
simultsneously. The right army boundary.held by the 17th
§S and Divisioh Nibelungen was to be reinforced in the
Regensburg zone; at the samertimo General Foertsch's troops
were to "prevent the eneﬁy by repeated attacks of mobile
battle groups sgainst his flanks from further penetrations
in the Dillingén aren".34 On the nights of 22 and 24 April,
out of sight of the Allied air force which had long since
converfed daylight movements into suicide maneuvers, the
prospective bettle groups scrambled acrbss the Danube, This
evacustion from the Heidenheim vicinity was protected some-
what by the bloeck at Reu-Ulm elong the Iller line. Division
treins made their way across the river, rirst, according to
the Germen traffic control officer, the 5%3rd Volksgrenadier
Division with 1,500 men, then the Volksgrensdier 1Ljth Division
 with 1,500 men, the 13Eth Infantry Division with between 800
and 1,000 hen, and the 168th Infantry Division with 1,200
non.3 . The enemy had manégod,n skillful withdrawal in an
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apparént effort to delay the American forces at the river
and regroupéscattered elements for a stand before Augsburg
or Vunich,

The German reaction to the assault on the Danube was
sharpeaﬁ in the centrel sector of the Seventh Army edvance,
The Luftwaffe reappeered on 24 April, and some 15 to 25
planes in eight separate attacks struck at the Diilingen
bridge. The missionlof the 553rd Volksgrenadier Division,
in conjunction with the German eeriasl blows, was to make
flanking attacks from the southwest to push the Americen
forces back to the north bank of the river.37 At Guenzburg .
the 63rd Division had found a bridge intact, and one platoon
had raced into Leipheim bLefore the bridge was blown, The
demolition was incomplete and the mdvance was continued |
‘over boaerds on the remaining uprights. Most of these ele~
ments from the 254th Regiment, howaver, w@re céught across °
the Danube without hesvy weapons and were hit by a number
of heavy Germen counterattacks all of which were finally
repulsed, °

All American bridgehesds expanded rapidly; snd the
Germen losses in killed, wounded, and captured mounted,

Oﬁly the 168th Inféntry Division and the 19th Volksgrenadier
Division withdrew according to plan to escape encirclement,
They were considered by the German command as essential

for the defense of Augsburg and Munich, Garrisons

stationed at both cities had been seriously depleted.
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Further defensive efforts could be besed only on tre strength
of troop collecting points and the fanaticism of town com-
manders who were suthorized to gather ail stragglers for

the formation of slarm defense units, Many of these units
were already giving up in surrender to Seventh army. 1In
severa} ceses commitment became capitulaiion when itvde-
velogeﬁ that the battle steffs had withdrawn from their own
sacriric. orders. In otierg an entire group simply gave
itself up in spite of the Cerman secret order that gll de-
'serters were to be hanged publicly on all roads leeding to
the rear.40 ,

With the XV Corps turn in the Seventh Army pivot the
42nd end 45th Divisions, which had moved almost directly
south of insbach, began their drives southeast to the
Danube River on a wide front, The army front was now ‘
oriented for the assault of the outer redoubt ring., Ger-
man registance was for the most part confined to a passive
defense by prepering rosdblocks and blowing bridges, but
generally the enemy was somewhat less disorganizad.in this
sector thean in othera.i He succeeded at times in controlling
sufficient infantry, supported by a2 limited smount of
artillery end antitenk guns, tp withdrsw behind effective
delaying actions, The 2nd SS Wountain Division used mines,
- defended rosdblocks and strongpoints on key terrain features
and villages. In places the 45th Division ran into strong
and stubborn resistance., In ¥ohheim a quick thrust had

_intercepted an enemy artillery tank convoy snd the Germens
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4]
were forced to stand and fight., A six-hour battle resulted.

In most of the villages, too, there were gharp rights;'buf
these isolated small-unit actlons against the overwhelming
American force were ineffective., By 25 April the 45th
Division snd the 42nd Division on its right hed closed to
the north bank of the “anube,

The river line in this sector of the Seventh Army zone
constituted an effective barrier only for the briefest
period, Donesuworth, the river valley's key defensive city
since the days of the Roman Empire, proved to be the main
delaying obstecle., The bridges across the Danube were biown
some five minutes before s columA of tanks and infantry of
the 42nd Division reached the shore; and the trappqd Ger=-
man units fought fanatically in the ciﬁy, holding up the
progress of srecial ﬁask forces by a house to house defense,
When Donauworth wes finally cleared after a six-hour fight
only 16 of the 700 détendern had been taken priaoner.42

On 26 April two infantry regiments of the 42nd Division
erossed to the south banks of the Danube just east of
Donauworth, They made the’croséing before daylinght in
assault boats and DUKWs sgainst resistance that varied
from moderate to slight, expsnded their bridgehead, and by
the close of the period had crossed the Lech River from
west to esst, At 0045 hours the 242nd Infantry had moved
across at Schaefstall, suffering difficulty only with the
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swift current, To the east of this crossing the 232nd
Infantry pushed out from Altishelm; and with the aid of the
142nd Engineer.Combat Buttalion, which crossed with the
assault waves and constructed an improvised wooden spen
across the Lech, tihe regiment continued its progress.43
What few heavy weapons the German troops had managed
to salvege remained concentrsted in front of the 45th
Division on the XV Cbrpa left flank, Three regiments -
sbreast had closed to the Danube on 26 April between the
confluence of the Lech and Neuburg but throughout the
morning and most of the afternoon were held to the northern
bank By a combination of obstacless the unsuspected
bridging difficulties; the surprising amount of coordinated
fire which included nebelwerfers, 20 mm flak guns, and even
affective counter-battery; and the confused pockaets of stran-
ded enemy units cut off by the demolition of the Neuburg
bridge late on the previous day.“’4 Boats were capsized
and swept downstream by the swift current, floats were
damaged and broken, cables snapred., The project for the
construction of footbridges was sbandoned, but hopes for s
treadway bridge were hardly more certain r&r the current
which was found to be as high as 12 miles per hour far
exceeded what is considered maximum for tresdway bridgin¢.45
Sufficient troops, however, mede thelr way over the Danube
between 1500 hours and nightfall to establish and expand
bridgeheads across the river from Marxheim. The swift

P
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current had csused footuridge eguipment to disintegrate
even though secured by cable, made the operation of infan-
try support raft impracticable and the use of assault bosts
and DUKWs extremely difficult. The crossing was attended
by heavy losses of oqﬁipment as well us some loss of personnel;
but by midnight, after extensive shuttling with high-powered
motor boats, the 45th Division had eight battslions of infan-
try scross and had secured its bridgehead about two miles
deep on a 12 mile froht.46 ,

Seventh Army had now completed its assault of the
Danube River; and XV Corps, like XXI end VI Corps on its
right, prepared for what was hoped to be the ultimate dfive
across the Bavaerian foreland to the mountains, Armor wes
to succeed mechanized cavalry patrols in running the gauntlet
of medium end long-range sniper fire and setting the pace
of the offensive. | The 20th Armored Division, which had
teken the plece of tle l4th Armored Division in XV Corps,
began its move into the redoubt operation on 23 April, but .
it wes almost a full week before it was in position to be
committed in accordance with plans for a coordinated large-
scale tank-infantry assault. It had assembly difficulties,
aggravated by long marches in the rain snd mud over poor
road nots.fs On 27 April XV Corps 1ssueq instructions for
the entrance of the armor into tre thrust for Munich. The
45th and 42nd Divisions were to contipue their present

missions of clearing routes of advance for the 20th Armored
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Division, Each division was to be prepired to follow the
armor closely with one motorized regimental combat tesm
when psssed through, The next day Combat Commands A and B
moved over the Danube, made their way through elemeénts of
the infantry, and were ready for the advance on a broad
front generally between the two greast autobahns converging

49
on the city of Munich,

The Road to Austria

Unlike the positional warfare encountered in France,
where front lines existed and most of the enemy regarded
tre issue as not yet settled, the fighting which involved
Seventh Army in Bevaria had tsken on & new form - that of
~isolated groups, scettered and without organization,
fighting with varying degrees of resistance., Inadequate
distribution of what remained of his troops and scarcity
of trensportstion forced the enemy to defend fiercely at
points whers he could organize, lesving other and sometimes
more important points lightly held. The result was armored
spearheads slashing deep into the enemy's rear through
these lightly-held corridors snd the formation of more -
pincer movements then Le could ever conceivably contsin,
Infantry on tanks and behind tanks end the mopying-up of
small by-pessed units characterized the advance. As a

report of the 1lOth Armored Division put 1it,
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Consecutive front line overlsys...had the.
appearance of an irresistible molten mass

spreading southward over the maps, Armored

rivulets moved aheed suddenly, were slowed and

outdistanced by other rivulets with which they

Joined., Pockets of resistangg were left in the

ermored wake and overrun....

Following receipt of'gaaolins stocks end the disentangle-
ment of Americen &nd French elements at Ulm, there was little
delay in bringing the bulk of VI Corps armored and infantry
forces across the Danube toward the ?yrolenn Alps end the
brenner Pass. From the river line south to the passes into
the mountains tenk columns of the 1lOth Armored Division,
followed.by the 44th Division on the left and the 103rd
Division on the right, roared along, striking at will,
breaking up the last cadres of Generel brandenberg's Nine-
teenth Army.

Forward American elements moved out of Ulm quickly,
leaving behind wild, disorderly celebretions by Allied
prisoners of war and displaced persons and the ususl eivilian
rumors that the Nazis would return to complete the destruct-
ion of the area with Luftwaffe end Sg troops because the
people hed displayed white rlags.slx By 26 April, three
arﬁored spearheeds were making their thrust toward the
Vemmingen-¥indelheim-Landsberg line., Infantry elements -
were being motorized and kept moving throughout the night
to close up on the srmor, As General Brooks, commanding
- VI Corps, tcld his division commanders, “pusg on and push

herd,....this is a pursuit, not an attack,”


https://followed.by
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5t At times the pﬁrsuit seemed more like a fantasy of
violence and speed and extravagant incident, Armored
columns were rolling 20 and 30 miles & day. Weakly-manned
strong points wdre deatroyed'by fire and huge enemy groups
ship;ed to the rear in bulk priscner formetions, Task
forces wreaked havoc on German vehicles and personnel, One
tenk column ran across a large camouflaged sirfield and
engaged in target préctice on jet planes getting ready to
take off, * Dug-in enemy infsntry offered feeble or no
resistance; one patrol of the 103rd Division reported:
"they have women witl them, evidentiy in their holes, our
machine guns opened up on them and we dropied a little
artillery, end they ran from their holes dregging the girls
by the hand after them....“55
The assault sped through little countryside villages

which, according to orders, were taken under fire if there
were no white flags flying. W¥When evidence was found of
civilian sniping and of Germasn soldiers who had changed
into civilian clothes, the town wes destroyed., The orders
had been: "If you run into any resistance in the towns,
particularly the big ones, I don't want you to teke casual-
ties. Use phosphorous, TDs snd everything else and'ehew
them to pieces....” (! Little resistence was encountered.
This wss Very'far from General Jodl's dread of a hinterland

57
possessed with s fanatical will to fight, The troops ran
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into burning concentration camps, with smouldering corpses,
caches of gold dental fillings, a 8ynagogues erowded with
eirplane motor parts, American secret agents who a ahort
while before had been parachuted deep into the redoubt .
lines and now found themselves in prisoner of war cages,
An infantry school, ihich had been training recruits with
sticks for rifle drill and water cans to simulate the noise
of machine gun fire, was overrunj and the commandant for-
mally surrendered his entire commsnd of 200 students, in-
sisting that his sabre be kept as a token of the surrender.59
A ocivilian telephone exchange wes captured intect, and a
call was put through to Innsbruck offering surrender or
destruction,

Armor in multiple columns moved down to dominate the
road-nsts, with Combat Command B into kemamingen, Combat
Command A in the center into Hindelheiﬁ, and Combet Command
R on the left lunging for Landsberz.éo Infgntrymen followed
closely to eliminate small and disorganized pockets and round
up hordes of prisoners, In the‘evening of 26 April the 411th
Regiment of the 103rd Division entered Landsberg, Tanks had
already cleared out and remsined entrenched on the east side
of the Lech River ihich divides the city. The bridge cross-
ing had been destroyed, and from the east shore came heavy
sniper fire, The next moraming 103rd Division troops wers
across the river and the eastern helf of Landsberg was

cleared., A gerrison of iungarian troops was discovered by

-
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one platoon which found the entire command of some 918
officers and men lined up formally. The garrison commander“
called his troops to attention, did an sbout-face, end
surrendered his men, The garrison, fearful that it might
be fired upon, had stascked all weapbns prior to the srrival
of the American troops.61 , |

The fall of Landsberg was not witkout its'larger
political significance. ‘It was in the local prison-fortress
that Adolph kitler served his nentence'rollowing his failure
in the Munich putsch, American troops moving through sdded
to their collection of war trophies a huge Razi memorial
flag and a bronze plaque which read: "Here a system without
honor kept Germany's greatest son & prisoner from 1l November
1923 to 20 Decenmber 1924, In this cell Adolph Hitler wrote
the book of the National Socialist Eevolutiop VEIN KAFPF.“62
On the route out of the city a concentration cemp wes over-
run, Somé barracks were on fire and shriveled'smoking
corpses were iying about. Thousands of prisone§s, mostly
Jews from vusrious Buropean countries, were found herded in
huts, weak and‘emaciated and in a state of almost complete
physicael and mental degeneration,

The armored thrust for Hemmingen reached south on both
sides of the Iller River, The Germsn forces which hed been
comuitted to hold some kind of orgenized line to the west

were upset and had to face attacks from three directions,
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West of the Iller disorgesnized trapped troups were quickly

mopped up, On the east bank the enemy opposed the advence
with fire from small arms, antitank weapons, and occasionally
some artillery. Each town became a brief strongpoint, and
panzerfaust and artillery fire wes taking its toll of the
tanks of Combat Command B, iore rapld and cheaper successes
were aschleved by playing for surrender rather than by direct
simple asssult. Local burgomeisters were dispstched shead
to convey issued ultimeta, and leaflets were prepared and
dropped., The seizure of Veammingen wes practically complete
some two hours before the columns rolled through the streets.

The surrender wai effected by the chief medicel officer
of the garrison, The city was clesr of German troops, but
in tle surrounding Lills there were troops who had already
refused to obey cease-fire orders, The officials of the
city requested enother hour to permit them tqvapprehnnd the
fanstics who refused to abide by sur;endef terms., Atter.
some delay the commander of Combat'Command By 10th Armored
Division, sent his final message to the msyor of Memmingen
through an interpreter. He stated that his troops would
march into town immedlately, that they would be met by the
mayor, that there would be white flags over all the big
buildings in town 1ncluc‘1ng the church snd the city hall,
and that there was to be no firing of any kind.‘

In the event of any opposition or fire it wes promised
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that tanks aend srtillery alded by bombers would destroy
the city.6 There wes no resistance in Memmingen, All de-
fending forces had withdrawn.66
The assault continued without pause, as 80venth§hrmy
¢olumns ranged southward over.successivo approach lines to
the mountain redoubts Kempten-Kaufbeuren-Schongau, Iémenstadt-
Fuessen-Obersmmergau, and finnll} Landack-lmst-lnnab#uck.
This last line broughtarmy troops up to the Resis, Eénn,
end brenner Passes. The armor and the infantry moved kown‘
together in the very model of blitzkrieg tacties, VOnJQ?
April Kempten surrendered without a fight., On 28 Aprili}l
Schongau was teken., The tactical problems involved in th@
critical bridging of the Lech and Ammer Rivers were solved
to the mutual satisfaction of tank and foot soldier. Task .
forces mede up of about ono:half’n cambat command followed
by a bsttalion of infantry kept supporting troops together
| during river érossin¢0.67 These columns continued to push
through a cheos of destroyed German positions, byepassing
burning vehicles and scattered pockets of rosistahce. Troopé
of the 44th and 103rd Divisions followed in the rain, cold,
and snow of late April, sometimes on trucks, more often on
foot, flushing the towns, cleaning out the countrysido.66.
On 29 April Seventh Army'encountered its first Alpine
difficulties. General Patel's instructions had been to

tske Innsbruck with all possible .speed, but speed and even
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movement became a serious'problem. Early thét morning the
VI Corps Commander discussed the situation with General
| Vorris, commanding tlie 10th Armored Division, whose~offensive
had coue to a halt on the approacres to Austris, 4 blown
bridge over a swift-rushing mountain stream was a more
serious obstacle than it would have represented on the
flatlands of Favaeria, Here the road-net wes extremely
limited., Enemy troops on top of the hills sbove the road,
although they were few, could hold up an armored advance by
well-directed bezooka fire. This they did., It became
necessary to welt for gufficlent infantry troops coming up
behind the armor to clear the Germens from the higlr ground,
both Generals Desn and KcAuliffe of the 44th and 103rd
Divisions, were given instructions to make certsin that,
whenever the movement of armor was checked by enemy from
high ground, infantry troops were to move out and clean it
up fast. Genersl brooks had told them, "I want to make
speed today. The srmor will take care of the roads and you
take care of the hills when they are bothered.," However,
the advance was comparatively slbw that day, 29 April; and
the next. Elements'or the 44th Division ran odt of gas., °
Resistance was orgenized at strategically centered rosdblocks
studded along the main rosd nets, trmored and infantry
columns were forced to move alqng the steep and narrow sSnowe
dotted Alpine passes, constantly coping with craters, mine-

fields, overturned vehicles, blown bridges, and at one point

~.

a 200-yard man;wado avalaneq?. In the mountainous defilles
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the tanks became perfect crawling targets, The supporting
troops routed thé Gernens directing protecting fire on the
obstacles from the overlooking heights; ﬁut the armor, hav-
ing sped more than 100 miles in less than five days; séon
reached terrain which prevented further véhicular advahce.71

Combet Commend A, driving’east from Parte’nkirchexi, |
‘ran into & large crater which completely obstructed the road.
The crater wes filled in by a tenk dozer, and & sho;t d;s-
ténce beyond a 50-root brigdge over a gorge was found bi6wn._
This was by-passed by the tanks which then ren into a mine
belt protecﬁed by sniper fire with more blown bridges akead.
Combet Commsnd B wes helted et s hairpin curve where & road-
block, consiﬁting of an avslanche ot_boulderé, g;ﬁvel, and
logs extending for some 200 yards, provéd to be a formidable
barrier.72 | |

At this point Seventh Army forces had alresdy reached
into Austria., The 71lst Inrantry of the 44th Division captured
Fuessen on the Lech River where the glacier-fed stresm exmerg-
es through a gorge from thé Austrian Tyrol, Across the river
from the lower slopes of the great mocuntains of the 0ld Ger-
man border,lookod down the imposing castles of Bavarian
royalty, Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangeu, 'I'he blown
bridge ecross tlie Lech prompted & meneuver to the’ southwest
over steep and densely-wooded terrain to enter Vila in
lustria. Then the infantry moved down again to seize the

road nsts at Reutte end Lermoos.

~
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By 30 April the proportions of the treffic crisis
‘along the winding mountein rosds and Darrow ravines hed be- -
come quite clear. The ermor had stopped rolling and the
infantry was blocked up behind, At noon the 44th Division
was calling corps to find out if the 10th Armored Division
could not be moved from out in front of its troops. Terrain.
mede the further advance of armor impracticable, Bf late
afternoon orders were issued to assemble the srmor in place.
Its mission to clesr the Germisch-lermoos road was completed,
and the division wes to move to the Garmisch—?artenkirchen‘
area with the least possivle interference with leading ad-
vance elementa.74 The end of April saw the dropping of the
armor and the entrance of ;nfantry laterals across the
Alpine passes into the Inn River Valley from Lendeck to

Innsbrueck,

Auggburg and Dachau

The capitulation of Augsburg in the centrael sector of
Seventh Army's final baverien operations was one of the -
strangest stories of the advance through Germany. The city
was situated directly in the peth of General Kilburn's
XXI Corps assault, and the 3rd Division was specifically
committed from Nuremberg via Dillingen for its seizure. It
lies at the confluence of the Lech and Wertach Rivers on a

broed cultiveted valley'rloor. Its urban pattern is crowded

+
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with canel spans and innumerable small bridges the destruc-
tion of whiech would i.ave constituted & considerabls Sarrier.
On the whole, however, its importance as s militery target
was comparatively slight. The large Masserchmitt factories
in the soutlern subwrb of Haunstetten had been demolished
by 4llled air raids. There remained in Augsburg a large
numter of hospitallized Germen army troops. Augsburg was
gsavad from the utter devastation which had-come‘to
Adschaffenburg, Nuerzburg, Heilbronn, Nuremberg, and Ulm,
larzely because of a unique subversive movement which
.facilitated the entrance of American Troops.

Seventh Army negotisted the approaches to the Augsburg
arssa without notable difficulty. Cne night a convoy of
trucks took & wrong turn and was demolished &t an enemy
roadblockj the 12th Armored Division quickly made sn attack
in this sector to recover what was left. The next morning
ertillery fire from guns somewhers around the city came
into play to support resistance in settlements along the lines
of advanco.7$ ﬁevértholeés, General O'Daniel of the 3rd‘
Division issued orders to hold up artillery and counter-
battery flre: "1 don't want you to fire at all into Augsburg
unless it is sctually observed firing,...Keep your eyes
open for white flags or other signs of surrender 8s we have
had many indications..." ¢ Earl} on the morning of 27
April the 4th Division had reported that two industrialists

had come through to Horgau to make srrangements for
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capitulation and the sparing of the eity. Along the roads
and in the rields 8€'s were found with white'handkerchiefi*
and pillowcases fluttering. - - | .
A few Germen troops who hed retreated all tre ﬁiy'rron
the Dsnube had the mission of holding‘hugsburg. No orders
had been given them to retredt to any other defensive line.
However, of sn estimated 5,000 enemy soldiers in front of
the 3rd Division about 4,000 of them hed bsen taken prisoners
before the division had reached tle dutskirts‘or Augsburg.77
Both the Augsburg battle staff and the high commend
were sware of this critical situstion, By 25 April they
hed seen that no roi;rorcements were aVailableﬂand under-
stood that & defense with thé forces at hand was imposéible.
Still plenning and preparation for resisfance went ahead,
Lased on 350 men of various army units plus 300 to 400
men of the Volkssturm, At this point pressure from thi
citizens began to meke its disruptive influence felt. With
the Americens at Dillingen and elready beyond the Dénubo
alarm spread among-the civilian population. Représen@étives
of church, business, art, all tried to prevail upon General
Eehn, who was in commsnd of the Augsburg defenses, to
surrender the city. Underground groups began to organiio
their elements for a hilitary or politiecal ecoup., On the
morning of 28 April General Fehn, as he himself later cone

fessed, had a force not in excess of 80 men, The Germsn
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27th Artillery Replacement Regiment, which wss to be committed
as infantry, hed vanished; other units ﬂera ocut of contact
the roadblocks were not mannedj the bridges were only partly
prepared for demolition, Eut General Fehn was &n old army
man of 41 yezrs service, snd he haa es yet heard nothing
from higher headquerters countermanding his original orders.?3
The 3rd Division struck &t Augsburg in multiple columns,
The 30th Infentry moved in from tie northwest to the auto-
hahn and across the lLech river in the vicinity bf Gersth-
ofen., The 7th Infantry sttacked from the west, its battal-
ions deployed aoufh of the autobahn toward Steppach and
Krdegshaber in the city's outskirts, Lste in the evening
of 27 April Colonel Edson, commending tre 15th Infantry,
received word from kis lst Battalion: "Just got a phone
call from Augsburg. People cslled, Call themselves the
'Freedom Perty of Augsburg'., Want to surrender the‘city.‘
City in dissension,....." Tre lst Battalion proceeded
to atteck Goeggingen, and the 3rd Béttalion was quickly
organized as a tusk force to push through tle 7th Infantry
in Kriegshaber'and sweep into tre heart of Augsburg, Tanke
infantry teams were moving toward the city in a wide sre,
and spearheads were making their appearances in all the
suburbs, » | ]
within Aug#burg itself tre unrest had come to a focus,
Various isolated underground groups discovered esach other

and joined forces, Real militery strength wss lacking,
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however, A friendly battalion of troops in the Pfersee
Kaserne west of the city hed been trensfarred &t the last
wonent. Revolutionary tactics were improvised, Early on
25 April agents were dispatched to spresd the news that

the city had surrendered and that white flags should be
flown everywhere, The appeal was circulated from house

to house. Patrols were sent out to meet elements of the
American asssult and guide them quigkly into the town,

The 3rd bsttallon commander was led up Karolinlienstresse to
the command post pill-box of General Fehn, who wss given five
minutes to swrrender, General Fehn mede an attempt to éall
for 38 reinforcements south of Augsburg, The deputy Geuleiter
comnitted suicide, His telephone and pistol both forcibly |
removed, tie Ganeral was escorted out of his pillbox; &nd he
stared with surprise at the dozen-odd men in three jeeps, a
tank, and a reconnaissance car. A white flag was flying |
from the towsr of sté Ulricl, the highese point in Augsburg.,
The ecity hed fallen, ° Disamounted and motorized security
patrols errived to roam the streets, clesr underground
shelter tunnels, buildings, and sideslleys, WVop-up details
were accompaniéd by armor and loud-speakers, The people com-
plied with the order to open &ll windows and to displasy white
flags., American troops then cut away to the east towsrd the

81
Munich sutobahn with orders to "bLarrel down the big Mighway",.
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To the right of the 3rd Division, which was to return
es the right flank of AV Corps for tns attack.on xunich,v
the 4th Division crossed the Lecnhn KRiver and was making steady
progress inlits gone, The 36th Division, which wss attaéhsd
to XXI Corps to relieve the 63rd Division, attacked south and
southeast from the vicinity of Landsberg, mopping up behind
12th Armored tanks., Tuask forces were blocking thé northern
approactes to tle bavarian &lps and cutting the road'nét ‘
extending southeast from iuniel., According to Saventh Army
intentions, the inréntry was to be prepared to mbve into
the Inn River Valley, the srmor, with one Combat Coﬁmand of
fhe 2nd Freneh Armored Division attached, was direcied to-
ward the brenner Pass., VI Corps was striking from Schongau
and XXI Corps from ﬁeilheim. It was understocd in forwerd
hesdquartsrs that the corps whick hit tte rosd junction at
kittenwald first would drive on thrbugh Innsbruck, XXI
Corps moved along sweeping the Amnersee-ifuernsee aréa;
there were no enemy front lines with which troops were in
contact, The terrain, blown bridges, a few defended road-
blocks formed the pr;ncipalkobstacles to progress. The
countryside rosads weie choked with masses of unescorted
captured Ggrman prisoners and lines of Allied liberated
personnel, ° v | |

North of the_Augsburg-Munich autobahn Seventh Army

elements were driming for}the.capitnl city of Baveris,
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In the center of the XV Corps zone troops of the 42nd and
45th Ihfantry Divisions moved consistently forward despite
enemy delaying asctions, before tlem lay the 2nd ¥ountain
Division, retresting cleverly, thae 17th 55 and 25th 35
Divisions, always protected by withdrawal orders which
guaranteed thenm securitg for & day or two. Also in front
‘3
lay the town of Dacleu, In Dachau the Nazi regime had
established its first and largest concentration'camp; and
on Sunday efternoon, 29 April, when tle first American
soldier broke through the gates there were more then 30,000
prisoners o§ every nationality, religion, snd political
A ' ;

allegiance, .

Dechau was entered by both the 42nd end 45th Divisions.
It wegs reported thet I Compsny of the 222nd Reglsent entered
the camp &t 1313 hours, end that the 2nd Bettallion of the |
157th Infantry engered the cexp at 1445 hours end cleared
it at 1705 hours. The first entry was made by a specilal
forward patrol, led by Generel lLinden, esssistent commander
of the 42nd Division, It was met only by some SS sniper
fire., Genersl Linden reported,

It was unbellevable, Freight cars full of

pilled cadavers no more thaen bones covered with

skin, bloody heeps at the rail car doors were

weakened prisoners, trylng to get out, were

machine-gunned to &eath by the ES....TOO0mS

stacked almost tc tlhe cellings high with tangled

humen bodies adjoining the cremation furnsaces,..

rooms where lay tlhe dying survivéers of the horror

train limp under filthy blankets, laying in

human excreta, trying to salute our officers with
broomstick arms, only to fall beck,...86
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Some two weeks before, in reply to thevDachau cbmmandant's
request thet the camp be turned over to tle Allies, Heinriech
Himmler had written that such & procedure was not %o be
considered, The camp was to vLe evacuated immcdiately and
no prisoner allowed to fall into Allied hands alive, Himmler,‘
who signed himself ss S35 Kelchsfuehrer, werned that prisoners
had behaved barbarously to tre civilian population 9t
Buchenwald, In spite of these orders only one large=-
scale trensport leaving Dachau was organized before Ameriean
troops overren the gresa, .

fccording to tle account of the 157th leglment, which
wes attecking past Dachsu on the divisional boundary line,
a German wonan cyclling north on tie road was stopped for
questioning and revealed thzt she hed Just come from unieh,
crossing a bridge in the town of Dachau itself. Company L.
mounted tenks and raced for Dachau, The ariiored column
sped into town. When the lead tank resched a point just
20 yards from the bridge, the structure btlew up raining
detris on all the riders. FReconnelssance located a nearby
footbridge, and the concectration cemp was assaulted.Sb
The battlerwas & singular encounter with the 58, who had
previously been held &3 a threat and never committed.
Some 300 guafds and troops were eliminated after s stiff
fife fight,

The prisoners were overcome with Jjoy. Some had rushed

the electricaliy charged wires for their freédom. Many were
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electrocuted, but others got through to hunt down their .
wardens and beat them with fists and stones. They even
'soized weapons snd shét many gusrds to death., Prisoners .
identified SS men masquereading in prisoners clothing and
killed them., Violence threatened to get out of hand, and
eventually infentrymen had to fire over inmstes' heads to
quiet them down.8 Guarding the typhus-infested camp, be-
came an important military task. But the hysteria soon -
subsided. . Flags and colors, which had been improvised
from sheets and scraps of cloth and buried in barracks and
rafters, were raised throughout Dachau. len sang songs of
their homelandsj others danced; and others wept., A tev'
whose spirits had been broken by long years of imprisonment
stood petrified and stonefaced, The camp underground, an
"International Prisoners' Committee®, assisted in the
maintenance of orderj and the combat troops moved forward

g0
to participate in the four-division sssault of Munich,

The End of Nazi unich

Seventh Army had its entire left flenk in motion for
the drive on Hunich, Germany's third largest city. With
a population of three-quarters of s million Nunieh ranked
after Berlin and Hamburg; it was also the political,
administrativo, and,cultural center of Bavaria. Armor
moved out in front during the night of 27-28 april, All
three regiments of the 45th Division were completely
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motorized in order to follow closely the advances of the
20th Armored Division., The 106th Cavslry Group wes sttached
to give the infantry more mobility and striking powur.“rhe
42nd bivision farther west was closing in behind the armor
in its zone. Following the capture of Augsburg, the 3rd
Division on the XV Corps_right flank moved out slong the
autobahn and Highway 2 south of the autobahn, driving motor-
ized columns through roadblocks and scattered German bands,
Continuous truck sonvoys wore séarcely enough to keep supplies
available for the speeding offensive, and in the next few
days an nirbo}na load of some 400,000 gallons of gasoline
was landed and managed to relieve the major shortages.gl
There was no little rivalry snd competition among
Seventh Army forces for the prize of the city of Munieh, Just
east of Augsburg in Friedberg, which was surrendered by the
burgomeister without a fight, General O'Daeniel had issued
.orders to push toward Munich as fast as possible, It was
reported that a Freedom Movement had sprung up within the
eity, thet slong the autobahn between Augsburg and Hunich
there were only a few troops with perhaps roadblocks end
blown bridges.92 When intelligence of the internsl dis-
sensibn in Munich reached headquarters c¢f the l2th Armored
Division, a squadron of the lOlst Cavalry Group wes moved
around the southern tip of tl.e Ammersee and up Highway 12
to the northeast toward Munich.93

Genersl White, Army Chief of Staff, informed the units

under army command that Seventh: Army had received a
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delegation from ¥unich which expressed e& desire to have
Munich spared in the same way as Augsburg, Three infantry
divisions were conve:ging on tre city, The 42nd Division |
wes making a relatively slow advance. Blowh bridges were in
its way, and armor crowded all the roads., Infantry froops
were banked up walting for tlre traffic confusion ahead to
clear, when rinallf General Collins' reqguest for a clear
paséage was answered with the removel of all elements of the
20th Armored Division.94 Late on 28 April General Q'Daniel
indicated his concern thet some other division might reach
Munich first, if his units did not put out the necessary
apeed.95 When et long lest the city of Munich fell dﬁring
the next two days, three infentry divisions; two armored
divisions, and a cgvalry group ail claimed the prize snd
submittgd reports of early entries and‘special sgreements
with the mayor, the governor, and privete revolutionary
groups.96

Witkin the city itself there had been @ limited eivil
war, These last days of April were an opportunity for the
German underground to expresé itgelf in setion. The rapid
advance of American troops, the helﬁlessnoss of the Cerman
army, and the growlng disaffection of whole sections of the
civilian population created @ revolutionary situation, As
Seventh Army epproached Vunich, plans to strike a blow ageinst
the Nazi regime were made Dy a variety of groups ranging from

sincere anti-Nazi underground workers to war-wesry burghers
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sand comrton opportunists, Some of them were coordinated by
a centrallizing leaderships others worked alone and were
caught up in the natursl course of the violence which broke
out during the night of 27-28 April., The simultaneity of
the little revolts and rebellions in the eity of Munich énd
. thrbughout the bavarian countryside gaée & formal appearance '

of unified direction to what was reélly a number 6f discon-
nected evonts.97

The armed cadre of the Municﬁ putsch’consiated of fhree

platoons of the Dolmetgcher Kompenie (Interpreter Compady)
of Wehrkreils VII, commanded by Ceptein Rupprecht Gérngross.
A subtstantial suxiliary force to this group.was supplied by
& panzer.replacement battalion stationed at Freising'énd
nearby units with sympathetic infantry personnel, The puﬁsch
hed 8 limited, temporary success. The Nazi Govefnor of
Bavearie, General Ritter von Epp, was takén’into cﬁstody;
and the Mﬁnich radio stetion was seized and coaverted into
an anti-Nazl propasganda agency. ‘but_the main assaults proved
inadeduate, and\with the failure to teke the offices of the
party in the.city and the army headquartefs at Pullach; the
rebellion began to.loso ground, 4Althougl the wordyhad been
spread sufficicntly to tonch of{ independent straet aétivity,
the signsl ror the revolt had been issued too soon for it to
be erfectively coordinated with the American offensive,

- Nevertheless, when elomcnts of Seventh.&rmy made their way
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into the city some 48 hours later they coﬁld‘report that
the anti-Nazi underground movement was of considerable heég
in the taking of Munich and that all bridges were intact.

The half-encirclement of Munich by the 45th Division
moving in from the north, the 42nd Division from the north-
west, and the 3rd Division along the lsar River from the
south was almost complete on 29 April, although it was not
until the next day that the city was wholly clear., Some
tize before noon on 30 April forward troops of the 3rd and
42nd Divisions poured into the motropolit?n erea, meeting
no resistance, only smell groups of cheering civilians
waving both white and Bavarian flags. The 45th Division
met a less friendly reception, Some resistsnce wai con=
tributed by seversl 5S battalions entrenched in prepared
defensive positions éentered sround their college end
barracks in the northern outskirts cof the cityé know in
the liitler era as the liguptstadt der EBewegung.

The 45th Division Lad been moving forwsrd with three
regiments sbreast. On 29 4pril the 180th Infantry, fol-
lowing the armor, had attacked toward Munick st 0630 hours,
Enemy fire at fhe railroad underpsss north of Schleissheim
stopped the tanks to the immediate front of the infantry,
Dismounted troops proceeded to reduce the resistance and
‘gross the Schleissheimer Canal, The 179th Infantry had
cut its way tc the Ingolstadt-¥unich autobahn, but its
advance was halted abruptly when strong srtillery and small
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arms fire opened up on Garching. One company was forced to
withdraw, Air strikes were reguested but denied because of
inclement weather and other employment, Early plens for a
task-force coup, involving a Germen-American commendo
seizure of the 55 steff, fell through.loo

Finally the division orgesnized its three-pronged sssault
which carried it into the heart of the city. The 157th In-
fantry attscked from Dachsu et 0700 hours on 30 April, un-
covered another céncentration camp, and moved through light
opposiéﬁon to reaéh the Isar River and secure the bridges,
The 179th Infentry cleared Garching house by house and sped
down into the eity to the river, In the middle the 180th
Regiment still found determined snd coordinated resistance
on the part of 8S troops. Enemy ectivity was being slowly
snuffed out by barreges from 240 mm howitzers, Infantry
companlies, nowever, were forced to advance under the cover
of smoke screens; and one battalion sttecked end withdrew
three times across open ground burning with intense flak,
mortar, and machine gun fire, During the assault white
flugs wereggoing up. One :command post reported that there
was @ large white streamer on top of the biggest bullding
in ¥unich, The SS troops remained to be driven out window
by window and wall by wall, The purging of the 5SS college
and barracks was complete by 1500 hours, and before mid-
" night all the battalions had closed to the final phase

101
line along the lser.
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On 1 May General Fisenhower, in & special order of tle
day, wrote: "The whole Allied Expeditionary Force congrat-
ulates the Seventh Army on the selzure of Munich, the cradle
of the Nazi beast.“loz General Patch deteiled the 45th
Division to gerrison fhe city, which was little more than a
messive shell, and instructed XV Corps to prebare for further
ection after s two-day rest period. VI Corps was faced
only witl: Innsbruck and Landeck, the brenner end Resia
Passes, deep in Austria. XXI Corps was about to enter the
Inn River Valley.103 The feeling wes widespread that the
war was almost over, the»campéign against Gerrany droawing
to a close. The Seventh Army G-3 no;gi, "there 18 & growing-

need for maps of the Facific srea.."
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CHAPTER XXX .

LAST DAYS

On 1 May Seventh Amy faced an enemy force
scattered from Innsbruck to Salzburé in an are of
confusion. Q(General Poerthsch's Firat German Army had
no semblance of orgsnization., Some lxxnngﬁi} its
.divisions, which included six Volksgrenadier, two
Infantry, and the 2nd Mountain, had been destroyed,
thﬁir ranks decimated to less than 500 ecombat infantry
effectives. The S3 troops alone were in a position or
a condition to hold. The 38th. 8S Grenadier Division,
under LXXXII Corps, was responsible for the right
flank; and on the left, under the XIII S8 Corps,
the 407th Mobilizatién-Division and the 17th és‘ﬁérers
making organized withdrawals, still threatening to
comult thelr combat infantry strength which amounted
to about 7,000. Farther west new elements, including
the lst Indian_Legion; were being absorbed by General
Brandenberg's Kineteenth Army. For a long period
the Twenty-fourtﬁ German'Anny had beenAguarding the
Swisa frontier east of Basel against the eventuality
of an Allied thrust; but this was only a skeleton
force of lowegrade miscellaneous outfits, most of which
the German Command had always been wary of committing

to action. General Brandenberg himself had not a
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single division capable of effective defensive combat.
The\total strength of the 47th, 189th, 246th, 257th
and 559th Volksgrenadier, plus the 465th Mobilization
Division, ecame to 3,000 men.1

The enemy facing Seventh Army had neither an
order of battle nor a front line. A top-secret ,
telegram which ordered the assumption of the Befehls-
haber Nord command by General Jaschke was the last
instance of coordinated defensive inatructions, His
primary mission, as stated, was to occupy the north
front of the Alps fortress and to block the entrance
to the mountains as a main effort, Forfification of
strongpoints was to be carried out with the utmost .
effort using unarméd soldiers of dissolved units,.
Very few of the commanders and Gsuleiters to whom
the directive was addressed ever received it. By
2 May the picture of dissolution was elear., At noon
on that dey the surrender of the German farqea in

Italy became effective.

Into the Valley

The Inn Valley is isolated from Bavaria on the
north and from Italy on the south by two great ranges
of precipitous mountains which qonstituto the classie
Alpine block of difficultumilitary terrain. The

parallel ranges run roughly northeast-southwest; and
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the walls are piérced by a number of roads leading to
the watere-shed of the Inn River, which flows Qut of
Switzerland through the heart of the Austrian Tyrol
past Innsbruck, the Tyrolese capltal and sge~old cross-
roads of commerce., These entrances, however, scarcely
formed effective avenues of approach, subjlect as they
were to commanding ground on front'and flanks,

These almost prohibltive conditions of combat
had stooped the 10th Armored Division in its headlong
advance; vehicles had been bottie-necked, and the
terrain precluded ths maneuver necessary for the proper
employment of armor. Infantry patrols alone proved
able to manage, and the 44th and 103rd Divisions pro-
ceeded to push south toward VI Corps obJectives on the
Seventh Apmy right flank, the passes into and out of
Austria. The almost vertical walls of the valleys,
rising in forested slopes to the bare, sclid rock of
the peaks above, crowded invading troops into cofridora~
served only by narrow, twisting roads. Thne few springe
like days of the last webk in April had given way to a
return of winter. Snow and sleet were falling, while
heavy clouds filled the narrow valleys and canyons
frqm wall to wall, "like the ceiling of a room™. To
the west the First French Army was fighting south into
the Austrian province of Vorarlberg. On the VI Corps
front the 44th Division reached out toward the Fern
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and Resla Passes via Imst and Landeck, while farther
east the 103rd Division approached the Inn Valley.
through the Mittenwald Pass with Innsbruck and the
Brenner Pass in zone. To the south the Fifth Army.
was moving up through the Itallan Tyrol for a junction
of Amerlcan forces.2

For the infantry of the 44th Division the first
days éf May were a series of engagements for key
mountain passes. The tortuous terrain rendered by- .
passing tactics elmost impossible, requiring the
search for additional axes along which to pfessfthe
attack and avold road-blocked defiles. German
resistance centered at the Fern Pass, the better of
the two passes in division zone leading 1nto the Inn
water~shed. The fire-fight at this point lasted for
48 hours on 1 and 2 May before positions were over-
powered by a wdlleexecuted envelopment of the rear.
The out-flanlking movement to the east cut the road
behind the Germans and linked nup American forces for
the final drive on Imst and Landeck.

For a day and a night the 71lst Infantry had made
no progress against several ﬁundred entrenched enemy
employing small arms, machine guns, mortars, and
panzerfaust fire to cover the series of road craters
in the viclnity of Ferm. One battalion had fought

past a landslide and a road-block to face the laat
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holding force at the pass itself, when another bat-
talion advancing 1n the rear was approached by a band
of mountaineers, This party of five, an officer and
four enlisted men of an Austrlan partisan organlzation,
offered to guide the Americans over the mountains. There
was apparently a,little-known route to the east of and
around the pass to Fernstein, lylng just to the south
at & point where a deep gorge was bridged. The offer
was accepted, and while the battle to the north con-
tinued Fernsteln to the south was secured. Elements
moved up the highway to take the defenders from the
rear by a‘urprise.4

The drive was resumed, but not without further
resistance from natural obstacles. IHuge snow banks
tlocked the roads, and troops were exposed to freezing
weather.5 The war, however, was now simply a matter of
a few more uncomfortavle hours; "and when news of the
end came at 1705 hours‘on 5 Nay the keeper of the 71lst
Regimental Journal scrawled the entry "all hcstiliﬁies
will cease™ and added in the margln "about timel"6 On |
4 Mey the 44th Division had cleared Imst end had come
Into slght of Landeck. The troops moved on toward the
little town of Mils where the dlvision fought its last
battle.7 |

Landeck shead and thé Resia Pass beyond were the

final objectives, and both now were American térgets.

The town of Mils was left burning; eand in the local
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truce arrangements made with Nineteenth Army commanders,
represented Ly several colonels from the 257th German
Infantry Division, a withdrawal to a line south of
Landeck was agreed upon.8 By 1900 hours on 5§ May the
city of Laﬁdeck was occupied by American forces ﬁho

now awaited news of the larger developments 1n§olving
surrender and peége.

Farther east on thé VI Corps front the 103rd
Division héd faced the city of Innsbruck, Seventh Army's
primary objective in the Tyrol. Operations instructicns
to thohdivision had made clear its responsibility for
spearheading through the Inn Vélley to the Brenner Pass.
General Brooks had told General McAuliffe on 1 May:

All my chips‘are‘on you now, The other'
people have run into & 5C0-ft chunk of blown

road on the side of a cliff and it will praocti-

cally atymie them....c0 we have got to do 1t

with you. So drive hard and toss your blocka

out on mll these roads that you pass.

B 7 the end of the day one regiment was out beyond
Mittenwald and had practically cleared the Scharnitz-Seefeld
highway. But 1t wes not before evening on 3 May that
troops entered Innsbruck, and only on the next morning
that formel surrender of the city was tgken.'

Moving through Schernitz division intelligence
discovered that the local commeréiel telephone exchange
8t111 hed communications with German-held territorles
to the south. A call was put thﬁough and conversations

were begun with the Inmsbruck military command, which

leoﬁed anxious to negotiate. At some time,during the
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four hours given the Germans to consider the demand for‘
surrender the telephone lines went out, There was,
however, every indication that resistance was crumbling
and that enemy cormanders were in & receptive mood for
any kind of ultimatum. Cne commander had come forward
under a white flag and propsed an amistice pending
the completion of negotistions one way or the other,
The American battalion commahder refused the request.,
His orders had been to continue the attack., Pighting
was resumed in the vicinity of Seefeld and Reith.lo
Purther threats to the German eommand, the immedi-
ate aerial and artillery destruétion of the city of
Innsbruck, brought agreement to capltulation. Papers

were prepared for the surrender of the entire Tyrol-

Vorarlbergz area, and parliamentarires were dispatched

for American emissaries passing through the lines.
Blindfolded, carryinz white flars, the Americen mission
¢limbed eight miles down the mountain from Reith into
the Tnn Valley. Members of ths surrender party
arrived at the headquarters to find themselves prisoners.
The German Army negotlator was scized and told that
armed Austrlians had taken over the town and were in
control everywhere. That Afternoon the underground
resistance movement had managed a successful coup.}1

This new compl!catlion proved to be very confusing.12

There were at that time other resistance groups in the

&rea, as well as groups of fanatical German defenders
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whose sniper fire from the Alplne helghts slowed down
the infentry advance. Nevertheless, the lssue was only
a matter of hours, or a day; and General McAuliffe on
his own responsibility called off the scheduled destruc-
tion of Innsbruck,

The Tyrolean resistance movement was of the same
partisan cut as the forces wich had sabotaged the Ger-
man defense 1n Augsburg and Munich. Here in Austria
there was an additional natlionalist factor, and this
served further to divide the loyalty of the troops at
the disposal of the gauleiter. Most of the main targets
of the partisan putsch had been selzed duriﬂg'the after-
noon and evening of 2 May. The Gestapo camp and archlves,
the barracks of an SS Kaserne, the gendarmerie and pollice
barracks, the local concentrstion ecamp, and the German
Army headquarters were all taken, although not wi thout
& number of sharp fire-fights. An American impression
of the Innsbruck revolution had;

heavily-armed Austrians swarming all over the

place, and the whole set-up looked like a Class

C Hollywood movlie....Some were in German uniform,

‘gome in civilian clothing, all wearing the white

and red arm-band of the resistance movement. They

all seemed excited and keyed up....Thelr attitude
was very friendly....The halls were stacked with
cases of MG and SA ammunition, and there were

long rows of panzerfaust layed out. The men were

loaded with 2 or 3 weapons each and hand grenades

stuck in thelr belts...all seemed exclited and '
apprehensive that 33 troops were coming in._

According to information received by 103rd Divislon
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intelligence, the partisan chief had about 800 armed
men at his disposal, 300 from a battalion of Wehrmacht
troops and 500 armed civilians. They had not only
taken over most of the military installations but were
preparing to take over the city's radio station. Threate-
ned by 33 troops east of Innsbruck, they had requested
the entry of American troops as soon as possible. Un-
fortunately resistance forces had no control over the
enemy still fighting against the 103rd Division north
eand west of the city.l5

During the morning of 3 May the 409th Regiment
continued 1ts attack from Seefeld., One battalion moved
out to the west toward Telfs; another advanced to clear
Reith and Zirl in the face of some small arms end mortar
fire., The intelligence filtered through that Imnsbruck
was an “open ¢ity"; and tank-mounted infantry moved
east from Zirl, found the highway clear of sll obstacles,
and entered the eity of Innsbruck late in the afternoon.
By 1945 hours Americaens had crossed the Inn River bridges
and were moving through the Tyrolean‘eapital.l4 The
veathof was bltter c¢old with swirling snowj  but there
were crowds everywhere wildly cheering, waving red and
. white bannera. Peopio clogged the steeta and held up
military traffie along the Maria-Theresien Strasse.15

For the troops, however, there was time for neither

politics nor liberation ceremonies. VI Corps, its
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objective the Brenner Pass, urged the division on.

That night Seventh Aémy's last combat mission on this
front was dispatched. The 4llth Regiment, motorizcd,
moved out to race for the Itallian bordér. With full
head-lights shining brilliantly, the column made for
the Brenner Pass. The full illuminatlion was to in=-
crease the speed of the advance; ylessen danger from
mines and curving, slippery, mountain roads; and also
to disconcert whatever enemy there might be., Peace
rumors were abréad everywhere, aﬁd the long, lighted,
175-vehicle column might be deceptiveml7 Brenner was
taken at 0150 hours on 4 May. Later in the morning,
at a point between Colle Isarco and Vipiteno in Italy,
advance partles of General Patch's Seventh Aimy and
@General Truscott's Fifth Army met and jolned. The
task forces, which included a handful of Jjeeps, tanks,
and armored cars, were from the 103rd Divisionts
411th Regiment, and the 88th Division's cavylry re-
oonﬁaisnance. The junction of American forces from
Germany and Italy was completed on the highway where
Mussolini and Hitler had met in former dnys.la

After futile efforts to arrange some kind of
official large~scale surrender, the American mission

with 1ts white flags and parliamentalres carrying it

safely back and forth over friendly, alliled, and

enemy lines found its way to Hall, a short distance
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down the Inn Valley. There Major West, G-2 of the

103rd Division located Gauleiter Hofer, Relichskom-

missar for the defense of the entire area and governor

of Tyrol-Vorarlberg. Whatever hopes there were for a
aurrondgr Agreement were precluded by the news that Hofer
'had been stripped of his military responsibilities the
day before. A telegraphic message had been received ffom
Kesselring, dated 2 May, specifically excluding Gauleiter
interference in the further conduct of the war. This
apparently was the Field Marshal's own preparation for
surrender manesuvers. Hofer confessed that there were
neither organized bodles of Wehrmacht or S8 troops in

the area, that there wefe no defenses from Innsbruck to

* Brenner and to Salzburg, that the Redoubt or Innerfestung

was & dream. Of his own Standschuetzen forces which had
numbered 56 battdlions, only three were left and he was
no longer in touch with thems He denlied that he had
weapons in his home; a search revealed 3 high-powered
rifles with telescopic -ighta,-s-pistols, a shorte-wave
radio. Gauleiter Hofer was removed as a prisoner, and
he bade goodbye'to his household with a Nazi salute and
a "Heil Hitlerl"lg

The Surrendsr of Tyrol-Vorarlberg

Atrthe conclusion of the Imnsbruck iﬁcidont, the

surrendér of the German forces facing Seventh Army in
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20
west Austrle proceeded according to a detalled "scenario®,

According to a VI Corps memorandum of 4 May on the ceremony
for surrender, there were to be a motor escort, a guafd
with flags and colors, and a time schedule with all par-
ticipants to be at thelr posts at 1130 hours on 5 May and

the German commander to arrive at 1200 hours. . The eon-
‘ference rocm was to te set up around a long table in
accord with an appended dlagram, specifying flags and
psitions of orderlies, interpreters, generals, and the
German delegation.

Published plans detalled the development of svents
from the meeting of the escort with the German commander
at. the edge of town to the coming to attention of the
guards and the dismounting, including the prooession
to the conference hall. No salutes were to be given
or returmed. The occaslons for standing were listed,
as were the order to bq seated and the identification
procedures. Than there was the reading of the terme of
surrender, Germans were permitted to enter a side room
for dlscussion among themselves i1f they so desired: Then
came the slgning of the documents; a total of 12 ¢opiles,
1 copy each in English, French, and German, distribution
to the Sixth Army Group, Seventh Army, the First Prench
Army, and VI Gorps. Finally, the German delegation
was to leave with no handshaking, no returning of salutes.

The guard was to come to attention and present arms to
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the Commanding General, VI Corps; and finally there was
to be the playing of the Marseillaise and the Star
Spangled Banner,

There were only insignificant departures from the
Seript. Lieutenant General Erich Brandenberg, Command=-
ing General of the Nineteenth German Army, motored into
Innsbruck from the Brenner Pass road, arriving at the
Landsrat bullding in Innsbruck at 1320 hours, a little
late., The prepared drafts of unconditional surrender
were read. A few problems were reaised. Obviously the
effective hour of surrender was dependent upon radio
communication facilities. The Innsbruck radio was oper-
ational; and the scattered remnants of the Nazl amy
could, thus be organized. A request was ﬁresented to
allow the arming of German guards, necessary for the
effective protection of dumps and other installations.
This was granted. A request that the draft of surrender
be further mcdified to allow German general officers
to fetain their arms was refused, The rest was less
slgnificant., The Commanding General of the Nineteenth
Army objected to the reference to him in the French

translation of the surrender papers as a8 Lieutenant

General, asserting that the equivalent in the French

Army 1s General. The German emissaries were directed
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to present themselves without furti er delay. At 1500
hours Gensral Brandenbery with aldes returned to the
conference hall, Present among others were General
Brooks, General McAuliffe, General Vorrls, and General
Dean. The,uncoﬁditional surrender of the German troops
was taken. Hostilities, for the United states VI Corps,
and for the First French Armywere over.21

According to the Innsbruck surrender terms, all
forces, including para-military forces would cease uncone-
ditionally all acts of hostility toward forces of the
United Nations not later than 1800 hours, 5 May 1945,
The Germans were to disarm themselves and remain in theilr
present areas; the concentration of all equipment and
personnel was required. Arms, weapons, ammunition were
to be collected at dumps; and all military equipment,
telephones, radios, vehicles, and all movable military
impediménta were to be assembled. A troop list and a
detalled catalog of minefleld information was to be pre-
pered. Instfuctuions'for the surrender of prlSoners of
war, political priasoners, hostages, dsportees, were to
be complied with immediately. The dlsplay or wearing
of Nazl party badges, brassards, flags, and decorations
was strictly prohibited. The Waffen 5SS was segregated
from the Wehrmacht. | |

There was still anxiety over the possibility of a

guerrilla resistance. Disorganized bands of enemy, well
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armed, were still roaming the mountains., Members of
Nazi organizatlons, high and low ranking, were at large.
The heights teemed with displaced persons of many nations.
Seventh Army units moved out quickly to complete the
occupation ol assigned areas. Troops moved up the méun-
tain valleys, town by town, villago.by villége, until
they rcached the mountain walls and glaciers that marked
the limits of human habitation. Patrols penetrated even
into the snowfields in these fastnesses, aeekiﬁg the
hiders-out in Jonely huts of German Alpine clubs. R&gd-
blocks and check stations were set‘up at Qtrategic points
along the roads. VI Corps, which at the end of operations
. found itself back in Italy wﬁere»it had fought on the
beaches of Anzio some tu#liﬂyégnths before, completed the
occupation Sf its zone as far south as the Auatfo-Swiss
and the Austro-Italian froqtiers. Contact was maintalined
with elements of the Firéh United States Armmy at Brenner
Pass and at Resia Pass yhere‘American elements het on |
7 May. @German commanders prbcaeded with the disafmanment
and administration of theif units, and no incidents iere
reported during any of th§ security and police missions.22
To the west in Vorarlberg, French and German‘troops
became involved in a new burat of hostilities after the
Innsbruck surrender. The diffiéulty/apparently was that
General Schmidt, commanding the‘Twénty-fourth German Army,
had originally mede contact with the First French Army.

A truce had been arranged, but General Schmidt never
&ppeared at the French headquarters and the Twenty-fourth
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Army had at the last moment been attached to the NHine-
teenth German Army.

General Delattre in a message to General Devers
objected strongly to the fact that General Schmidt had
~surrendered his forces to the Americans with those of the -
Nineteenth German Army. The Frehch commander requested
that General Schmidt and his staff be turn&d over to
Prench authoritlies for disposition. The request was
disapproved by the Sixth Army Group Commander. A new
ceape fire order was issued on 7 May and fighting ceased
shortly thersaftar.,

O1ficlally, however, all resistance along the VI
Corps front west of Imast ceased at 1800 hours on § May in
accordance with the negotiaﬁions for unconditional sur;ender
. by the Nineteenth German Army. .It had been learned that
negotliations were in progress with General Foertsch for
the surrender of the entire German Agmy Group G, and that
"General Patch, concerned to prevent further casuslties,
had ordered Seventh Army troops frozen in place. Intell=-
igence was i1mmedlately dispatched that VI Corps occupat~
‘lonal task forces were already moving’into their assigned
places on the right flank. The army commander's approval
was passed to VI Corps through General White, his Chief
of staff, and the separate arrangements made by VI Corps
were credited and approved within the framework of fhe.

larger negotiations with Army Group G.
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The final touch to the surrender of Tyrol-Vorarl-
berg was this coordination with the surrender schedule
which had been completed by representatives of XV Corps,
Seventh Ammy, and Sixth Army Group in the Salzburg-Mun-
ich sector. General Brooks was advised by General Barr,
Sixth Army Group Chief of Staff, that the surrendqr to
VI Corps, effective 1800 hours on 5 May, gave an a dvan-
tage over the army group aurréndor, effectl ve 1200 hours
on 6 May and that h} should insist upon‘complianco with
the extra 18-hour deadline. General Barr added; "I
think everything is in the bag. Gen Devers and Gen Patch
were working with XV Gorpa.gz5 By the end of the day

there was peace on the Seventh Army front.

To Salzburg and Berchtesgaden

FPinal movements on the Seventh Apmy center and left
flariks remaln to be considered. The Inn River flows east
in the Tyrol and curves gently north to the frontier to
‘emergo out of Austria into Germany. Between the Inn
River and the Austro-German border stand great ranges of
Alpine mountains which are best approached from the north-
east in a southwesterly dirsction. In the middle of the
Seventh Army front General Milburnt's XXI Corps was
attacking from the northwest in a southeasterly direction.
These central forces were thus denied easy access to the
Inn valley by rugged mountains running paraliel with the

river. The 38th and 4th Infantry Divisions struck direct-

ly at the valley objective; the 12th Armored Division
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moved east and around to seek natural entrances.

This swinging movement in the center unbalanced the
course of the Seventh Army offensive. XXI Corps pushed
over on the line of advance of XV Qorps, which, on the
army left flank, was now no longer facing south but point-
ed'directiy at the 3Salzburg Gap. The c¢lty of Salzburg
itsglr was in the zone of the Third Army; and General
Patton, because of his long, exposed, lightly-held left
flank, was unprepared to advance on the Salzach River
corridor until sufficient infantry had been brought up to
assist and protect adequately his armor. Thére was cone
siderable snxlety over the possibility that German troops,
fleeing in front of the Third Army, might pour into the
Alpine Redoubt area through the Salzburg Pass. The gzones
were quickly changed. General Patch was to strike for the
éity of Selzburg. The whole transaction, which involved
among others General Devers, General Bradley, snd General
lEisenhower, was handled over the secret telephone, and
some of the final details were expédited by plane. The
ma jor decision was cleared within twenty-four hours. In
the opinion of Sixth Army Group, the decision which gave
the Saizburg area to Seventh Army probably brought about
the collapse of forces in South Germany. General Milburn
and General Haiilip were able to move into the former gone
of the Third Army by an open flank and get to Salzburg

24 -
with no loss of time.
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As of 1 May General Patch had halted all units on
the left flank for an estimated two~day rest. The 45th
Division was left to garrison the city of Munich. éav~
alry units were qrdered to reconnoiter; énd elements of
the Srd and 42nd Infantry and 20th Armored Divisions were
"to do no more than send patrols out to the front and
flanks. Troop éommanders, however, had difficulty slow-
ing down the combat momentum which the April offensive
had accumulated. By noon of 2 May all SHAEF approvals
had been recelved for the drive to Salzburg. In tele-
phone conversations that afternoon General Halslip re-
layed the information to his comménders.25

Seventh Army troops sped for Salzburg and Berch-
tesgaden with enthusiasm and incidental éonfusion. One
report of a traffic Jjam had five individual columns try-
ing to get through a singlé‘by-pass. Light resistance
in wooded sreas, mostly from boys, was brushed aside.

In the city of Rosenhelm a few platoons slipped through
some four battalions of enemy and secured a pair of bridges
over whioh both XXI and XV Corps were to pass. The German
regiment in Rosenheim, prematurely celebrating the end

of the war with the news of Hitler's death, was effect-
ively bluffed; and an American company commander accepted
the surrender of the garrison. Couhter-bluffa on the part

of the enemy failed to bring him any edvantage. One



German colonel came through under a flag of truce and
threatened resistance in his poison-gas dump sres,
unless he was given 24 hours to evacuate. The advance
continued without regard for the threat.26 In the early
evening of 2 May elements of the 106th Cavalry Group
took the surrender of General Ferenc-Loskaz and som§
8,000 men and‘ofricers of ths Hungarian Army's 9th Infe-
antry Division.27 : : | o |

Villages and towns all along the route of the
Seventh Army attack were flying white flags; only a few
bursts of machine-gun fire were needed to prompt the
display.gs Individual task forces moved with such rap-
1dity that they sometimes found themselves isolated.
The 17th Armored Infantry Battalion of Combat Command R,
12th Armored Division, had jumped off from Starnbérg on
the Wurm See at 0645 hours on 2 May. At 1550 hours thp
armored infantry, whose half-tracks traveled two abreast
down the Salzburg autobahn, halted‘ﬁheir column beyond
Pfraundorf some 60 miles away. Behind these spearheads
of Combat Command R, SS engineers blew up a large auto-
bahn bridge.29 Hour by hour the main roads became in-
ereasingly choked by the mass formations of surrendering
Germans end their straggling columns of motor and horse-
dravg,vehicles.ao

American armor and infantry were striking freely in

every sector of the mountain area. The 103rd Division,

1167
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moving toward Innsbruck and the Brenner Pass, sent another
rorce>aome 30 miles d&wn the Inn River valley to make
contact with XXI Corps, now dominating the Kalser-Gebirge
and the Kitzbuehler Alps.51 XV Corps, opefating with
the 20th Armored Division and the 106th Cavalry Group,
‘the 3rd, the 42nd, and thelﬁsth-Infantrj Divisions, swept
through the autobahn area over Wasserburg and Rosénheim
eround both sides of the Chiem See and toward the Salzach
Hiver,32 The 86th Division, pickéd up from the Third
Army flank, had been attached to Seventh Army effective
1900 hours on 2 May.33
The attack on the city of Salzburg was less & combat
problem than a motor march. The prize was not only Sal-
zburg but Berchtesgadah, the retreat of Adolph Hitler
lying in the shadow of the Obersalzburg mountain. There
was virtually no resistance en route; and the long iénea
of the autobahn, conceived as great strips for Nazl mil-
1tary maneuver, served the Aheric#n Arﬁy well., The Ger-
man forces wére without transport, without armor, and,
since the loés of the Munich positions, without artillery.
A few rounds of small-arms fire defended an occasional
road-block. Amerlcan divisidns, which had seized every-
thing oh wheels for rapid mévehent, including all the
trucks br the unemployed supportinz artillery battalions,

rolled out of Bavarla. There were some difficulties in
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Rosenheim as civiliah riots broke out. There was no
trouble before Salzburg. The cit& was belng shelled when
the garrison commander dlspatched a delegation which
crossed the space between on foot and offered uncondition-
al surrender to elements of a cavalry iquadron. General
O'Daniel authorized the 106th Cavalry Group to accept
the surrender. General Halslip then authorized General
O'Daniel, upon his request, to accept the surrender in
"the nam; of the 3rd Division.:54 This was on the morming
of 4 May; the countryﬁide_vaé beihg blanketed by } poste=
seasonal snow, as a cold, damp wind whipped up and across
the highways from the Tyrolean Alps. XV Corps troops
now hooked back Iinto Germany through tﬁe Salzburg pass
toward Berchtesgaden, some ten to fifteen miles south |
and a little west. |

General Milburn had already committed elements of
both the 10lst Airborne Division and General Leclercts
2nd French Armored Division to a XXI Corps lunge for
Berchtesgaden. The 2nd Freﬁch Armored Diviﬁion, which
had been a pért of Seventh Army operations at various
times since its first assignment with XV Corps in the
Luneville sector, had rejoined the srmy for its finai
drive after operﬁtions against the German pickets on
the French Atlantic coast. |

During the night of 3-4 May, however. General Patch,
cutting in on the wires of a telephone c¢:nversation be-

tween Generals Halslip and O'Daniel, found immedlate
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capture of Berchtesgzaden as feasible as it was desirable
and jave the go-ahead signal to the 3rd Division.35 The .
progress toward the "eagle's nest™ on Obersalzburg was
closely watched, from the new Seventh Army Command Post,
which had opened in Auésburg at 1200 hours on 3 May,
the last of its mover from the beginning of Cperation
DRAGOON to victory in Europe. Early in the afternoon
of 4 Yay 3rd Division elements were reporﬁed aboﬁt fwo
end a half miles from Berchtesgeden, Plans were made to
turn seafphlights.and readlights on for a night mardh.36
The 3rd Division ﬁas, 6f course, entirely out of zone,
“to which XXI Corps called attention. The reply was that
the Army Commander had personally directed the capturs
of that area and it would be turned over shortly.37

The Obersalzburg mountaln was still suoking end
snouldering from Allied bombing missions dof thevpreced-
ing days ana from locel fires started by desperate SS
guards. The difficulty in closing into Berchtesgaden
was due largely to the clogged bondition of the roéds.
As one messgge reported, "everjbody and_his brother are
trying to get into the town." Moforized task forces
entéred trie mountain hide-out at 1558 hours on 4 May.
i During the night céme the rest of the 7th Regiment,
the rest of the 3rd Division, tank columns of the 2nd
French Armored Diviéi&n, éndpatrols of the 10lst Alr=-
borne Divisidn. The next day American troops were

tearing down banners and 1haignia. A ceremony attended
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38 '
the raising of the American flag. Airborne patrols were
moving in, trylng to establish law and order. The mountain

retreat which Adolph Hitler had built was now destroyed.

The Surrender of Army Group G

After the capitulation in Italy, Fleld Marshal Kessel-
ring had asked General Wolff, who was in command of the
surrendering SS troops in North Italy, to find out with
whom he should deal regarding his own capitulation.' The in-
formation was fofwarded. SHAEF informed General Devers of
Kesselring's request, and through AFHQ the German High
Command headquarters learned that a conferencé with Sixth
Army Gioup would be arranged. Instructions were included
as to how the enemy representétivea were to approach Amer-
ican lines and where they might come through. During the
night of 3«4 May draftz‘of surrender terms were being drawn
up in American eommand posts.59

Seventh Ammy units in the S8alzburg sector were alerted
for the approach of the Kesselring party. The emissaries
were to arrive in a vehicle with a white covering bver the
hood and ; white flag displayed four feet over the frame.
During the night of 4-5 May the 3rd Infantry Diviaionvmade
contact with the aufrender delegation headed by General
Foertach,'First Army Commander, acting for General Schulz
of Army Group G. The plenipotentiaries were bfought to

a large estate near Munich, where on a gray, rainy Saturday

in May the terms of unconditional surrender for the German
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arnlies on the socuthern front were dlctated,

The Thorak Estate at Haar was a fornidable gray stone

structure vlzg grnnito steps, marble floors, and massive doors
and windows. The large rooms of the studlo-mansion were

crowded with white plaster statues and nude figures on
horse~back. On one side the Germans had their own oconfer-
ence room. On the other at the far end of the table and
facing the door, Genersl Devers waited with General Patch,
General Halsllp, and the various steffs. The two partiea
had met in the courtyard. The Gernans came to attentlon,
No salutes were exschanged. Only a small number of detalls
remained to be settled and incorporated in the f:nal draft.
A% noon, as Liesutenant Colonel Henry Cabot Lodge, of SIith
Army Oroup, has recorded, General Foertsch '

‘mounted the few pollshed black mardle steps and stood
in the open door. !e wore the polished black boots
and light fleld grey uniform of the German Amruiy.
Around his neck was the Iron Crost.ess He was fol-
lowed by the officers of his party, similarly dressed,
although with less ornamentation.....deneral Menoher
(XV Corps Chlef of Stafl) presented Oeneral Foertach
to General Devers and Genersl Foertsoch ‘n turn pre-
sented his officers, each of whom stopd and bowed when
his name was calledevsces

General Foertsch becan to speak, taking up the
paragraphs of the aurrender document one by one. He
spoke in a clear deep volce, very slowly and dlstine
ctly, 80 that every word could be understood by any-
one having even a smattering of German. He never argued.
He knew, of course, that he was beaten., He would often
begin his statementa with the sentence; 'I deem 1t
ny duty to point out..se™ and then would show, for
exsmple, that the German troops were so scattered that
it would take more than the contemplated number of
hours to get the news to them, Or else, coming to the
dumps of CGerman weapons which were to be established,
he asked that they be guarded by armed men, lest
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disorderly elements in the country steal the weap-

ons and thereby threaten law and order. He hoped

that officers and military police could keep side-

arms in order to maintain tranquility. His sug-

gestions were all of that type. He stressed the
number of refugees and the lack of food in his area.
General Devers would respond, asking questions &and
giving his views. After brief discussions, each point
in turn was taken up. Boundaries were settled, the
time schedule was established, General Devers was
insistent that there be no misunderstanding on the

big points «- there was to be no 'armistice' -~ this

was unconditional surrender.cec.e .

The point had to be made quite clear, At the will of the
Allies all commissioned and enlisted personnel of Army
Group G, including General Foertsch and General Schulz,
would become prisoners of war. Foertsch sat stiffly at
attention., It was a full minute before he sald anything.
The man was manifestly suffgring'from the impact of emotion
of the most violent character.. Finally he bowed his

head slightly, flushing a little, and replied, "I under-
stand it. I have no choice. I have no power to do
Othﬂﬂileooooo"

There was perhaps no choice, but throughout these last
days there was another alternative, and the German General
gtaff was anxious to have the issue settled. "Does the
American High Command intend," Foertsch inquired at one
stage, "to hand over any prisoners made by the Amerlcan troops
to Soviet Russiat®" The answer was noncommittal. The eneny
apparently considered the point significant. It had become
increasingly clear that the German High Command wished to

accomplish the maximum degree of surrender to the western
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allies before acknowledging the simultaneous victory of
the Red Army. The few days'! lapse between local Surréﬁders
in the west, and the final conclusive capitulation to all
the Allles, enabled many German troops to move westward
and give themselves up to Britons or Americans rather than
to Rusaians.42

The meeting was adjourned at 1430 hours, An‘hour or so
later the surrender document ias complete with the signatures
of General Devers and General Foertsch,.General Patch and
,Genéral Halslip. Effectiva at 1200 hours on 6 May 1945 all
German military and para-military forces under the command
of Army Group G were to cease unconditionally all acts of
hostilities toward forceﬁ of the United Natlions. All énemy‘
elements were to disarm themselves 1mmedfately, remain in
their present areas, retaining all mess and transportation
eqtipment, food and forage neceaéary for self-m#intenance
and subsistence. All equipment and personnel iere to be
concentrated.' The terms, or "specifications"™ which was
found to be semantically preferable since the Germans found
an implication of "conditions" ih the word "terms", dé--
talled the réquirements fof such enemy elements as were to
remain armed, the technical disposition of weapons and ammu-
nition, the character of necessary troop lists, and minefield
markings. The German army relinquished nearly IO0,0CO
square miles of territory, south of Allled lines to the
Swiss and Italian borders and_from the Rhine eastward to

- 43
‘about 20 miles beyond Salzburg.
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The surrender proceedings at Haar were ¢lipped and
systematic, businessllke, and military according to the
book; but there fas little order or arrangement by map on
the front iines. Even the formalities of the capitulation
were not without thelr measures of eonfusion, It has been
stated that on 5 May Generel Bfooks of VI Corps was com-
pleting negotiaﬁions with representatives of the Germman
Nineteenth Arﬁy at Innsbrueck to accomplish the surrsnder
of the enemy in Tyrol and Vorarlberg. The instrument of
surrender of the Nineteenth Army, in fsect, was sl gned after
General Foertsch had already surrendered the entire Army
Group G to General Devers.

Nelther side had been able to maintain full liaison.
Communications between the German>Army Group G and its
component armles had broken down complotely.44 American
conmanders, too, in the rapid paeo'of the final offenaive
became separated one from the other for short periods of
time. In the mountainﬁ some Seventh Amy divisions bhecame

engaged in protracted negotiations with 1solated enemy units,
and the local proceedings were not without interest., The 83
apparently econsidered itself dlvorced from any committments
the Wehrmacht command might register, and German surrender
delegations found 83 troops uncooperative, Representatives
of Army Group O passed back through the American lines after
the surrender at Haar but eould get no German safe conduct.

88 patrols blew a crater in front of the delegation, establ~
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ished two roadblocks behind it. lGenoral Foertsch went on
ahead alone and managed to get through. The others turned
back and found their way to the 3rd Division command posat
some time during the night of 6-7 May.45

In the meantime high in the mountains some enemy trqops
were surrendering, some were fighting on, and in a castle
near Woergl a minor civil war broke out. The Itter castle,
situated on a high knoll, was the prison of Edouard Daladler
and Paul Reynaud, former premiers of PFPrance; (enerals
Maurice Gamelin and MsximWeygand; a sister of General
DeGaulle and & son of Geo:.es Clemenceau. The original
capitulation of the garrison by the German commander was
nullified by an unexpected onsleught from 83 formations.
Within the castle American and German soldlers fought side
by side. The 838 troops were trapped and the German defend-
ers helped eliminate them, The German garrison commander
vas killed.46

A mesgage from General Patch, as of the afternoon
of 5 May, had readj; "Allvtroops of German Army Group
which oppose the Seventh Army have been ordered by their
.eommander to surrender at 061200B. Forward units of Sev=-
enth Army are directed to remain in place and cease further
combat at once."™ 8,111 there was firing in the hills,
although American patrols tried the public~£ddresa system
and a diatribution of peace pamphlets. Late at night on

8-7 Nay three American paratroopers, wandering around thelr

motor pocl and barracks area, were seized by German patrols
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and taken prisoner., In the morming they were dispatched
back to Berchtes aden with the requesf to return with
officer representatives for surrender. 23S units were
beginning their own series of capitulations.

There was some lingering lower-echelon fanaticism;
in one sector two German officers were killed for bring-
ing American emissaries through. But on the instructiona of
General Telsdorf patrols were escorted through roadblocks,
mined cliffs, snipers in position; and arrangements were
made for the surrender of the IXXXTI SS Corps. Pdinta
were designated for the disposition of arms and emmunition,
“efféctive the next day, 8 May, That day, too, on the ﬁain
highway a 1ittle south of Marquartstein American elements
woere halted by an S3 officer, He bore a flag of truce |

but insisted that the Schutz-gStaffel was not under the

command of Army Group G and was therefore not bouﬁd by the
terms of sdrrender. The intelligence was forwarded that .
Obergruppenfuehrer and Waffen-38S General Gottlieb Berger,
second only to Heinrich Himmler in SS rank, wished to neg-
otiate for the capitulation of his forces. Berger commanded
a Battle~Group comprising General Max Simon's XIII SS

Corps with remnants of the 17th SS, the 35th SS (Nibelungen),
and the 2nd Mountain Divisions. General Berger'as surrender
was accepted by the 10lst Airborne Division.47 The last

enemy formation had now disintegrated.
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Transition

During the last days of thes campaign in Europe the
attention of Seventh Army was directed both toward mop-
ping-up operations and toward preparatioys for occupation,
The end for the Seventh Army was slso a beginning. Det-
alled planning for occupational duties had been in progress
at the headquarters since January, slthough prior to its
sexecution Operations Plan ECLIPSﬁ went through rather far-
reaching modifications. The second draft of plan ECLIPSE,
published by Headquarters, Twelfth Army Group on 27 Fobruaff,
had indicated that Seventh Army would initiste the organ-
ization, occupation, and military government of the East=-
ern Mllitary District comprising the state of Bavaria,
Elaborate planning and research had been carried through by
army on this basis, partiéularly by the G-2 staff.

On or about 11 April rumors reached the Seventh Amy
command post that ECLIPSE plans were being changed to give
Bavaria to Third Army and Wuerttemberg, or the Western
Military District, to Seventh Army. High level occupational
planning was being carried on by Twelfth Army Group.
Seventh Army pointed out through an intermediary, Sixth .
Army Group, that the change would involve a loass of three
months plamming and would entail a complete'readjustment.48
The declision was that Seventh Apmy would occupy the Western
Military District. Hence on 8 May the Army was far to the

east of its occupational zone.
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Adjustments were being made from the command post at
Augsburg during the last days of the war. Of the 14
divisions under army command at the close of the ecampaign .
some had been designated as occupational troopa,‘others
were scheduled for Immediate or eventual redeployment to
the Pacifie Theater. The 4th Infantry Division had been
sent to Third Army on 4 May in exchange for the 88th
-Division which had been received. Two divisions, the 63rd
and 100th, were garrisoning rear areas in army reserve; and
on 3 May the 12th Armored Division had also been ordered
‘to army reserve., The other 1l divisions 'enain corps
aresas.

During the eventful period from 5 through 8 May, the
attention of units in the lline was given not only to their
‘own occupational of redeployment problems but to the per-
sonalitlies of WorllWar.II who remained in thelr sectors
to be liberated or to be apprehended as prisoners, A
dragnet was stretched across aouthern'Germany.

. " By 8 May Generals von Runstedt, von Leeb, and von
List had already been seized by Seventh Army troops; and
the French political and/military prisoners of prestige,
who had beén held in the castle near Woerzl, had been
libverated. On 7 May the 106th Cavalry -Group with its
command post in Salzburg had sent out reconnaissance %o -
the east. Troops reached the ¥illages of Strobl and St,

Wolfgang on the Wolfgang See to discover that King Leopold



1180

. of Belgium was under guard in a villé near Strobl.‘ Unre-
sisting guards were diaarméd by the reconnaiqsahce party;
and on the day before victory in Europe Leopold, King of
the Belglans, was liberated.49 The hunt continued, however,
for such 1nd1viduala as FPleld-Marshal Hermann Goering,
Baron Oshina end his Japanese Embassy staff, There was also
a systematic search for the treasures in looted art, jewels,
and gold that the Germans had cached away in the Tyrol.
SHAEP hnd cabled queﬁtiona regarding the Goering cdllect-
lon of emeralds, Some 25 Hungarian freight cars were taken
in the Seventh Army area, containing a staggering fortune
in oriental and persian rugs, oil paintings, tapoatriea, and
_cases of gold and diamond Jewolry.sq The search was per-
sistent. - | |

‘ Cavalry paﬁrola combed the mountains seeking out
high-ranking German officers. Field-Marahalbxesselring
turﬂed up at the headquarters of the 10lst Airborme Dive
ision and there, through General Winter; madebclear that he
could acaroly be expectod to hold conferences with some
looal commander. Through 3rd Division communication facile
ities he announced himself to the Supreme Allied Commander.
"Besides my activity as COmmander-in-Chiéf West I am aléo,
as ranking General, Feldmarschall of the Southerh District
at the disposal of the High Command of the Wehrmacht which
authorized the ataff with the command of the Southern

District.s." He.was inxious to facilitate an éasy settle~

ment of all questions. On 10 May Admiral Doenitz and
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General Jodl requested an Americah plane for Kesselring.
It was refused. A few hours later he was removed from
command of tho southern armies, ' A few days later he was

51
placed under arrest.

After his capture Goering was under guard of t he 36th
Division. On the morning of 8 May Colonel von Brauchitsch,
his aide de camp, had presented two letters from Goering
to the command‘post in Kufstein., They constituted offére
of surrender, and pleas to the Supreme Commandér for an
interview in which they could talk ”as one soldier to another.”
Tne lettern declareds

I request of you to grant me fﬁeé pasuagé...and to
place my entourage and family under American protection.
I make 1t, remembering the time when the aged Marshal
of France, Petain, in a situation egqually difficult
for his country, asked me for a similar interview which
then actually took place.,..Your Excellency will under~
stand how I feel in this my most difficult hour, and
' how much I have suffered through my disablility, due to
my arrest, to do everything possible a long time ago
in order to prevent further bloodshed in a hopeless
situation. * 52
The word went out to pick up Goering. He was not in his .
castle, which was guarded by fully armed 83 troops of thc
'Florian Geyer' Diviaion. Brigadier General R. I. Btack,
of the 36th Divi-ion, found the whole Goering convoy parked
along a road a few miles from Radstadt, Austria. The party
proceeded out of tho German sector into the American lines.
i
One of the 88 officers beeame unmanageablo and had to be
53
shot., QGoering was affable.
The war in Europe was over. At 0816 hours on 7 May

Seventh Army received the messazes
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l. A representative of the German High Command
signed the unconditlonal surrender of all German land,
sea, and air forces in Europe to the Allied Expedit=-
lonary Force and simultaneously to the Soviet High
Command at 0}41 hours Central European time, 7 May,
under which all forces will cease active operations
0001B hours 9 May.

2. Effective immedlately all offensive operations
" by Allied Expeditionary Force will cease and troops
will remaln in present positions.c....54

Divisions agéin listed care and cleaning of equipment,
calisthenics, and close-order drill in the day's program,
The elaborate machinery of gimultaneous redeployment and
occupation had begun to function before the firing was over.
The news of the cessatlion of hosfilitiea came &3 no great
surprise and consequently was not the occasion for hilarious
celebration,

Officially 8 May was the day of victory in Europe.,
General Patch 1ssued an order of ths day on Thursday, 10
May 1945, in which the Commanding General of Seventh Army

expressed his pralse and appreclation to the troops under
55
his command;

1. I have just recelved the following cable from the
Secretary of War: 'I join a grateful natlon in applaud-
Ing the heroic part you and your men have taken inour
triumph. Each soldler of the Seventh Aymy shares in
congratulations for success galned through magnificent
courage at the front, You can he proud of a distinguished
accompllshment.?

2. Observe, ¥y u glorious men of the Seventh Army, our
efforts and exploits are not unrecognized in our country.
To you who have .one the fighting I send my deepest and
most patriotic thanks.

ALEXANDER M., PATCH
Lieutenant General
United States Aray
Commanding
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CHAPTER XXXI
SUFPORT FOR THE DRIVE INTO GERMANY

Although this nsrrative hss placed emphasis upon the
operations and inteliigence sections of the Seventh Army
staff, and upon tle combat units, it must be borne in mind
that the other staff sections and the services of supply had
an equally vital role in the success of the campaign,

One of the most important army functions, particulerly
after the .entry into Germany, was the prbmpt release of come
bat units from responsibility for newly acquired terfitor};
its administration and its use ss a base for operations. The
job of infentry end armored divisions s&nd reconnaissance troops
was to speed the advance, The'job of controlling ahd mdnag-
ing to the military sdvantage of the army the territory
which had been won was the responsibility of'G;S, Civil
Affeirs and ¥ilitery Government, ' |

Civil Affeirs

During the Seventh Army Advance through southern and
eastern France problems of c¢ivil administration were normally
con;rolled by the French ihemselves. The Civil Affairs Staff
was concerned primerily with liason, with giving ald and
supplies to the local governments, and ln gusranteeing tight
civilian control in the army area for reasons of military
security and the expedition of military operations, When
the Seventh Army resched the approaches to Germany in Alsace ’

it was necessary for Civil Affairs to excercise stricter
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supervision of all civilian ectivities, There were, of course,
large numbers of German nationals who had to be interned as

a security precaution., Refugees and displaced persons beé

came & problem,

In the months of resdjustment on the Seventh Army's
Sarre and northern Alsace front the responsibilities of
Civil Affairs increased, It was important that withdrawal
and limited advance be made without violating security or
precipitating a mass exodus. The strength end deploymeht 6!
units might have been readily revealed to the enemy by per-
mitting uncontrolled civilian circulation. In January there
were 29 Civil Affairs detaqhments operated by army, more
than double the number required in Rovember.

As Seventh Army crossed the German border, Civil Affairs
became Military Government. Divisions and corrs took the
first steps toward setting up militery government, Initial
proclametions and primary regulations were posted and en-:
forced., Army military government detachments closely followed
the tacticel units, With the aid of counter-intelligence each’
detactment sought the immediate removal of Nazis from public
office, It concerned itself with the protection and support
of Allled nationsls and displaced persons, the reestablishment
of services and facilities to the extent necessary for allied
forces, the locating and safeguarding of supply stocks and
sources, and in general the relief of tactical units from the

responsibility for civilian problems, The first step was for

-
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the detachment commander to appoint or confirm as burgomeis-
ter a non-Nazi. The rest of tne administration stemmed from
him under the supervision of military gbvernment.

One of the major problems was the control, housing, and
feeding of large numbers of displaced persons in each erea.
Health conditions required particular attention. The ideal
DP camp orgasnization included a military government detache |
ment, a welfare team of five, a doctor, and a liason officer
of the nationality of the personnel to be handled, Displaced
persons were diverted to collecting points and thencé to
camps, disinfected, given medical attention, and organized
for camp administration, The provision of shelter; and a
daily ration of 2,000 calories gradually reduced forasging
expeditions, Every effort wes made to speed repstriation,
especially of French and other western Europeans whose home-
lands were resdily accessible.v )

In all operstions military Government detachments were
handicapped‘by small size and the lack of functionel speciale
ists who were to come later with regional groups, The import-
ant job of keeping order and guarding 1nstq11ations was doné
initially by the 36th Division west.of the Rhine and by tha.
103rd Division east of the Rhine. In view of the anticipatéd
eriticel food shortage among civilians, local milifary‘gov-
erpments encouraged farming and made available agricultural
machinery, | |

During the lest month of the war military government

officers tapped some anti-Nazi sentiment which was of help
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in administration. In Starnberg a delegation of prominent
professors and sclentists called on the detachment, denounp
ced the burgomeister, and offered themselves as anti-Nazis
willing to help. in any way, The govarnment was built around
this group, Iu other areas some 20 Nazi burgomeisters had
been replaced in the‘last'days of the war, Resistance lead-
ers in Austrias, as representatives of the Free Austria move-
ment, made determined efforts to assist military government
officials. |

Most of the German civilians were obedient and docile,

. 80 well-disciplined and regimented that they responded to
orders without question. Publication of sentences to indiv-
iduals who violated curfew and other restrictions had a sal-
utary effect. Public relations improved as the war came to

& close, Civilians, particularly women, became oonvihced
that the war would soon be over; and they did not want their .
town devastated. Ko important evidence of subversive or
'werewolr“ activities came to light.

Tactical units continued a policy of screening the pop-
ulation to uncover German soldiers, suspects, civilians withe
out proper identification papers; and firearms. New police
were located, screened, and given armbands. Lootingvbecame
the chief problem in the preservation of order, Large con-
centration camps containing politicél prisonersvwere uncovered
in the army area: Keisheim, Aicbach, Harlaching, Ditersheim,
and Dachsu, These camps had close to 50,000 inmates at the

time of liberation,
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Only those German industries of primary importance to
military eand civilian needs were permitted to continne—op-
erations. Sabotage of power installations was small, with
c¢ivilians in some cases refusing to carry out the orders
of the retreating Germén army. Railroad rehabilitation'was
made difficult by the large numbers of Nazis among workefs.
Stern measures and a strict screening process eliminated
subversive employees. The banking situstion was satisfact-
ory, records and cash in most buildings intact, All wages
sand prices were frozen at pre-occupation levels,-buf a small
black market did exist in food and clothing. |

Memeographed news bulletins, improvised loud speakersy
newspapers published by Army Group, and radio stations dis- -
seminated information on the progress of the war. Clergy-
men were asked to encourage food production to prevent
shortages during the coming winter. The synagogue it Augse~
burg was reconditioned and services held. -Worki or art were
sought outj important colléetions found at Heilbronn, Kook-
endorf, Fuessen, and elsewhere; and militéry protection
given them, | | | v -

At the close 6! the war military govefnm@nt turned its
attentioh from the probiems of following up the rapid tdcti-
cal ad#ance. Better intogration‘wasvsecured in the removal
of Nazi officials. The surrender of German forces brought
& notable releasé of tension in the relationships between |

civilians and the American forces.
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~ Bergonnel and Lisison

Other afny functions which had become accentuated in
the final campaign against Germany were those of personnel
and liaison, In‘January and February the problem of sec-
uring infantry replacements or reinforcements was still
acute, At least tpree of the infentry divisions under
Seventh Army command, the 424, 63d, and 70th, had been milk-
ed of their personnel for infantry replacements to be sent
to units on the Ardennes front, Even the acqﬁisition of -
new men would not solve their personnel problems completely,
since team-work has to be built up over a period of time,
Messages to higher headquarters emphasized Seventh Army's
need in the request to reconsider allocation of reinforce-
ments. One such message stated:

As of 2359 (hours), 10 January, Seventh Army short-
ages totaled 508 officers and 15,104 enlisted men, of
which 343 officers and 12,098 enlisted men are 1nfantry.
Battle and non-battle casuslties are now running in ex-
cess of 1,000 per day, We need help if we are to main-
tain efficiency of fighting units,

After the crossing of the Rhine the Seventh Army casuﬁlty
rate dropped considerably, and the need for infantry reine
forcements became less acute, During the month of April;
howevef, the army was confronted with a shortage of armbred |
replacements. The Seventh Army G-l was instructed to inves-
tigate together with armored divisions and reinforcement

depots the possibility of requisitioning men of other military
branches for "on the job™ training with divisiohs.' Armored
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Force offiéers at this time could be secured only by combat
appointments,

During the winter and spring months of 1945 it became
particularly important to provide rest centers, recreation,
and leave for the troops who had been in thé line;ao long
that they were close to combat fatigue, Leave quotas to-
the United Kingdoh were secured and administered by G-1.
Rest and recreational centers were set up at Grenoble, Lyon,
Cannes, Nice, Nancy, and Vittel., Rest Areas were variously
assigned to corps, and the opportunity for a “break" in
continuous combat became a aignificént morale factor,

Among the many problems which confrontéd army édminist-
ration and personnel policy were those connected with German
prisoners of war and the increasingly large number of liber-
ated Allied prisoners. At Homburg, for example, a Russian
brisoner of war csmp was overrun, Every attempt was made to
evacuate and repatriate Allied prisoners as rapidly as
possible., As the war in Europe moved into its final stages,
redeployment became the most significant and fer-reaching
problem, By 24 April discussions were under way with War
Department G-1 representatives, Closely connected with
redeployment were the requirements for adequate.occupationsal
personnsl, v

The efficient functioning of liaison sections within
the structure of Seventh Army under G-3 supervision gave

added force and coordination to the army's combat operations,
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The closest communication and representation by qualified
liaison personnel were maintained with all units under and
adjacent to Seventh Army. Particularly significant in the
combined operations of Seventh Army and the First French
Army was the early estsblishment and efficient operating
procedure of the French Mission at Seventh Army Headquarters,
The French Mission was headed during most of the campaign |
by Colonel Jean L. Pétit, who periodically bropght back from
FPirst French Army Headquarters last hinute 1nfqrmation on
location of troops and future plans, Liaison officérs from
subordinate and adjacent units briefed the Commanding General
at 1800 hours daily during the period of combat operations.
In army supbort of front line operations one of the
most significant functions was bringing up to the line ‘the
supplies to be consumed there, the vehicles, the guns to be
turpned against the enenmy, Supply'operations fell 1ntolthese
general divisions during the final pha?o: (1) the retrograde
movement, (2) the period of supply build-up, (3) the offen~-
sive, The first period was relieved during the last week in
January when it bocame apparent that the Germanrdrive had
been blunted. The completion of operations in the Colmar
pocket area on § February marked the beginning of a static
period along the army front that lasted until 15 March, when
the build-up of supplies was termed adequate to support the
offensive operation, The third period that began with the
offensive and included the crossiné of the Rhine found
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8eventh Army contending with ever-lengthening supply lines
that stretched deep into and across Southern Germany. The
final period ended with the cessation of hostilities on
the Seventh Army front.
ur ensiv er

In the opening days of 1945 Seventh Army supply install=
ations effected & retrograde movement anticipated in the
latter part of December. .Personnel‘had been alerted and
dumps prerared for quick evacuation in the event of s strong
and successful enemy drive, When the attack broke on the
army's northern front on New Year's Eve, a rearward movement
of supply positions had already begun. This was to mean an
increase in the hauling disténce between installations and
using troops. o

Since the middle of October supply had kept pace with
tactical moves, maintainingva minimum distance betweén
divisions on the line and main supply points. Rail trans;
portation had been adﬁanced to points béyond Haguenau and
included a line from Saverne through Strasbourg to Molsheim,
Third Army reil facilities from Nancy had been coordinated
to deliver supplies to the Seventh Army left flank along
Chateau-Salins, Hampont, and Haboudange. Main supply routes
emanated from Epinhl, Luneville, and Sarrébourg ané were Co=
rrelated for a minimum of traffic confusion in moving bal~
anced tonnage to division supply dumps fn the Vosges Moune

taim.
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Inventories had been reduced in the férward supply
dumps to the lowest possible level commensurate with evacue
ation should the retrograde moveﬁent ve ordered, A strain
was placed on transportation to accomplish the safeguarding
movement to the rear. How successful the move was, may be
Judged by the fact that no supply installations of an ech—1

elon higher than division level were lost to enemy aétion.

In returning the main supply points &o the rear 8Beventh
Army was forced to substitute a safety factbr for flexibil-
ity. Selection of the previously used installations in
Epinal and Luneville outweighed the distance factor, since
covered storage space was not to be found in other area@.
The intermediate points of Sarrebourg and Saverne were util-
ized as‘torward supply points with the bulk of forward
stocks of food, gesoline, and ammunition carried in the
S8averne installetions, Bad weather snd enemy action made
it extremely difficult for the supply services to maintain
& balanced flow of supply and equipment, The addition
of supporting divisions combined with the high rate of exe
penditure in Seventh Army defensive action increased the
amount of supplles needed and made balanced tonnage essen-
tial, Hoiever, receipt was not entirely satisfictory.
Delay of rail shipments by the weather, unbalanced tonnage
from Continental Advance Base Section, and a Righ rate of
attrition of equipment in combat combined to make the supply

2
picture critical during the month of January,
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At the division level, the 3rd and 45th Infantry
Divisions described the month of Januéry as the most -
difficult and critical for supply of any they had V////
experiénced. Lack of ammunition in the divisién dumps
forced regiments on the line to re-supply from the
basic load of the regiment in reserve, Specificélly
short were mortar and machine gun amﬁunition. During
one period in the early part of Janﬁary the fofward
army supply point was without 60 mm mortar and ,30
caliber machine gun ammunition for a period of 24 hoﬁrs;
and other small arms smmunition was cfitically short
for aﬁperiod of four days., , . ‘

Another major supply shortage occurred during
January in gasoline, This was cgused by several factors |
including hesavy troop movement, cold weathef, and the
fact that avaeilable stockb weie spread thinly over six
main distributing points to cover the wide front, To
offget the deficiency, rationing was put into effect 6n
7 January whiﬁh limited units to 75’percén£ of tﬁeir
drawings of 5 January. Units forward ofvcorps boundaries,
however, could exceed this limitation under operational
necessity, :he reserve supply was considered}inadequate
fo cover any‘suddon chahge in the_tactic&l Situation,
partiéularly sudden moves of armored diviﬁions. Bésé
Section responded with immediate shipments of gaéoline
to army and increased daily 1ssues4tq permit the}buildfup

of a more neerly adequate reserve,
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The issue of rations and evailability of food stocks
appeered sstisfactory on paper with better than half the
suthorized supply in army dumps, But most of this per-
céntage was of the hard ration veriety, and the issue
wes predominantly B retions., Cold westher caused a ioss
in certain items due to freezirg in trensit. Shipments
of fresh potatoes and fruit became impracticsble because
shipments had to be made in unprotected boxcars th:=t |
resulted in 8 loss as high as 50 percent of perishable
items.

Thus the supply services of Seventh Army entered
the final phsse of the’campaign with thé three "must®
items of rations, gasbline, and ammunitién in a status
of unpredicteble availability. Termed critical by the
individual supplyling services, shortages'did not remain
in the acute stage for more than short periods, Neces-
sary expedients were initiated to relieve the most acute
conditions, and resdjustments were made whenever neces-
sary to insure the flow of supply.

Availability was dependent on Base Secticn's
abiliti/to supply and transportstion ability to deliver,
Base Section was responsible for transportation to the
rear of army dumps., As a result of a recognized German
concentration on the Seventh Army left flank dufing the
latter part of December, a command decision was made

involving the shortening of army lines. This necessi-

tated a reversal of the flow of supplies after a virtual
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three-dsy cessation in movements, A4t the time of the
expected German attseck the reverse flow was slready in
effect, However, the limitaticns of rail transpoft
made 1t necessary to coordinste the withdrawalfof
supplies from the forward supply points with incoming
shipments alresdy consigned to ro forward, Supplies
coming beck and those coming forwerd congested in the
ermy area. Although the supplies were still needed,
there wes insufficient storagé and nanpower to handle
the incoming flow of supplies from CONAD and the return-
ing flow of supplies from forward installations that
were being closed,

" The necessity of using engineer regiments and
battalions as combat troops had stopped work on nearly
all railway bridge repairs during Jenuary. OCne excep-
tion was the bridge south of Saverne, the completion
of which opened the route from Saverne to Molsheim on
15 January. This eliminated the necessity of routing
trains from Saverne to Molsheim through Straabourg.7
The heavy troop movements in the latter part of January,
as well as heavy snowfalls, taxed the rail facilities
and tied-up equipmenf that normally would hsve been
used to move supplies. Repressntatives of all supply
services of Seventh Army met on 13 January to devise
means of alleviating the situation., Certsin remedial:
efforts were to be put into effect, including & 24-hour
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unloading limit for csrs at railheads, tte vse of four
trains daily split between rations and gesoline, and
cnly one-tenth of the tene-day sllocation of smmunition
to Le moved each day.

Weather created unforseen delays, stalling trsins
in deep mountein passes and backing up suprplies., - Seventh
Army end ¥ilitary Rellway Service personnel worked ldng"
hours to open the tracks, and railroads wvere finally able
to render some form of normal service. Truck shipments,
however, served as the bulk carriers of supply during
this period, Within army boundaries it had been necessary
ocn 7 January to establish a reserve pool of 175 trucks -
near Saverne under fhe control of VI Corps. At times
this left a large number of trucks 1dle, but it wes
considered an operstionzl necessity in order to coordinate
the tactical movements‘which depended laréely on speed
in execution for sucgess. By 23 January it was.pdssible
to disband tﬁe pool.

To keepr motor transporfation moviné it wes neces-
sary to empheslze preventive maintenance. But -
ordnance units in divisioﬁ and srmy levels performed more
work in Januery tlan in any previous period. The
scarcify of major sssemblies and replacement motors
" deadlined a large number of vehicles at a time when they
were bedly needed. In the 3rd Infantry Division during
the middie of January fhe ordnance record showéd 120
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two end bne-half ton trucks deadlined.9 The supply
routes from Epinal and Luneville to Saverne were the
maln routes trevelled by trucks and, added to rail
dellveries, sup.lied ten reinforced divisions. The
forward installations in Saverns issued the bulk of
sup,ly. Sarrebourg was the forward point for certain
guertermsster items and toward the end of Jenusry wes
elsv a ration &nd gasoline point.

In the operztion to clean out the Celmar Pocket,
Divisions from SIAEF reservé were attached to Seventh
* Army and XXI Corps, which wus placed under the operational
control of the First French Army., However, the supply
of these divisions remained the responsibllity of Seventh
Army. To decrezse the long supply haul between Epinal
and Luneville and the new sector of xXI Corps an inter;
mediete installation was put into St. Dle for rstions
and gésoline.lo Anmunition was still drawn from the
army supply point et Bayon with lesser draws from
Saverne., Dotk points'ihvolved a 200 milé turn-around
for the transpofting units,

The shortage of gasoline during most of Jenuary
was rélieved by the return to more normsl rell operations.
But tlere were perlods during the month when the level
of aveilable stocks in army duwps was extremely low, .

On 13 January, gesoline on hedd in army wes totaled
et 1.1 days of supyply as compared to the suthorized level
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of seven days. During the first two weeks of January
issues were consistently greater than the receipts from
Base Section. During this time Seventh Army consﬁmed
an average daily gallonage of §g3,678, but receipts
averaged only 335,676 gallions, Heavy troop movements
and increased use of armored divisions accounted for
army's high rate of consﬁmption and prevented buildap of
a reserve, Pipelines were not operational to S8arrebourg
during January, although preliminary work had been completed.
By 20 February a 2,000,000-gallon storage tank was operational
in Serrebourg. This was part of the pipeline project and
materially aided army's sttempt to establish a large
re?ervo for future operations.13
Need for winter clothing wes intensified by the addition
of SHAEF reserve divisions to Seventh Army commaﬁd and by
the loss of considersble organigational equipment in the
Bitche sector. Supplies were short.l‘4 Temporary relief
was obtained from stocks under control of ETOUSA. Local
procurement of white cloth was initiated by the quertere
master for use as materiel for camouflage. BSeventh Army
received an allocation of 6,000 snow suits which were |
distributed among front line diviaions.l)
Other shortages were felt during Janusry, particularly

in engineer and signal equipment., FPlans for defensive

positions increased requirements for engineer field
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fortificatlon material, 1ncluding wife, picksts, and
.coucertina., Ly the eud}of january it was estimated
that only 20 percent of the deneand was available.16
Strict reticning of field wire needed Ly combat units
to wmaintain comamunicetions crested soume difficulty,
The ordinary reyuirements of 250 miles of wire per
day for each division had to be sztisfied by a quota
of less tuan 30 miles per day, Only by rigid economy
and recovery of wire were divisions able to maintazin
their communications.l7 |

The sliortage of combat radio sets was not relieved

until late in January, and tended to reduce the efficiency

of special units, such as engineer bettalions which had
veen committed &8 infantry. The long distance from front
lines to the signal depot at Thaon made 1t advissble to
open a forward depot on 27 Janua{g in Heming, which
facillitated supply to divisions, A critical shortage
of signal personnel occurred with the addition of XXI
Corps. A4s a result of the transfgr of units, Task
Force Herren waes at one time temporarily without signal
contact with army.19

During Jenuary spproximastely 20,000 long tons of
suppllies were moved in the Seventh Aray area each week,
with this flow of materiel, normal though it was for

the increased size of Seventh &rmy, the number of -

supply instellations had to be held to an absolute
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minimom to insure the maximum effective use of availe
able supplies, The coordination of supply serviéea to
give the greatest\poaaible support to the divisions
fighting under the uncertain conditions of defensive
warfare was a Seventh Army responsibility fulfilled
by the quartermaster, engineer, signal, medical, and
ordnance sections. Incressed use of civilian labor
facilitated to some extent the work of these special
staff sections,

Ampunition and Ordnance

The supply of ammunition and maintensnce of ordnsance
strengfh constituted what was probably the most serious
service problem confronted by Seventh Army during Jane
uary and early Pebruary. Bad westher and heavy fighting,
together with the closing of forward supply points,
compliceted both the supply and issue of ordnance mate -
‘eriel. Close coordinstion between transportatioh and
army and division ammunition officers was necessary to
insure that available stocks would Be readily accessible
to the units, This was essential because of abnormally
high expendituios'by all trooﬁ;. For example, expenditures
of machine gun ammunition, increased from 200,000 rounds
per day to approximately 600,000 rounds per day. To
take care of immediate needs of Seventh irmy, trucks
were dispatched to supply points of the First French
Arﬁy and the Third Army. Inter-army eodperation of this
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nature relieved shortages nntil Base Section could make
dolivery.zo New allocation systems by SHAEP and S8ixth
Army Group were developed to cover the deficiencies of
Seventh Army ammunition supply. | ‘

A ipociric illustration of emmunition expenditures
in Seventh Army may-bo shown by examination of a VI .
Corps action, As a result of heavy engagements on this
front, more smmunition was expended in January by VI
Corps artillery than hy either XV or XXI Corps., Ex-
penditure for all weapons were heavy: that for the 105
mm howitzer, for example, reached 35 rounds per day, or
five rounds over the SHAEP rate. Although there were
single periods of action when the rate of expenditure
exceeded the allocation,‘auch a8 one artillery battalion
using 18 days' allowance in one 48-hour period, firing
was controlled to such an extent that the monthly expen-
ditures did not constitute a dangerous excess.?l At the
end of January Seventh Army was supplying 18 divisions,

Losses in ordnance were heavy during Jamuary. Top
priority was given)to the repair of items in maintenance,
both in army and in base section shops. The extent of
loss in the first week of January in VI Corps, the army's‘

most active front, was especially heavy; 12 armored

reconnaigssance vehicles, %5 half-tracks, 68 jeeps, 6 tanks,

13 trucks, and 38 trailers, Losses in medium tanks for
the first 18 days of January in VI Corps were 83 with
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22 replacements received, There were 319 operational
tanks in the corps as of 18 January, and an sdditional
"~ two days of operations reduced this to'309. By the

22
to 271,

end of the month, medium tanks operational had dropped

Army reserve of major items for an authorized 15
day level was bassed on the total quantity at hand times
one-half of the latest War Department monthly replace-
ment factor, Besides losses.due to enemy action,‘the
arrival of a number of divisions from SHAEF reserve,
plus supporting troops, and the necessary re-ﬁquipping\
of thosedivisions gravely depleted army reserves,
During this period the loss in VI Corps exceeded tie
.war Department replacement factor and theater reserve
. scale. riowever, all losses were not attributable to
enemy action, The 79th Infantry Division on 23 January
listed losses due to icy conditions of the roads‘ihichm
necessitated the destruction by our own‘troops'of equip-
ment, including small arms, tank destroyers, armored
cars, and tracked vehicles, to prevent ensmy recovery;23
Only by the most careful supervision by the Seienth Army
Ordnance Officer were the needs of front line divisions
in ammunition and weapons met at the end of Januéry ahd
during the following month, | .

Bulld-Up for the Last Offensive
From the time the Colmar Pocket was declared liquide

ated on 9 Febrﬁary until 15 Harch,.emphasii was placed
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on the build-up of supplies to support a major offensive
that was aimed to sweep the Germans out of the area west
of thelnh;ne, establish bridgeheads across the Rhine,
and exploit any breakthrough that might result after the 
crossing had been cémpleted. It was this goal that the
supply services sought to fulfill in developing a sug4
ficient back-log of materiel; and, with the exéeption
of certaln classes of ammunition unavailable in base
sections, the goal was reached in time to support the
offensivc.2 '

Gasoline contfnued to be a critical item dur1ng the
first few days of February. However, the necessity for
rationing on the 75.percent/basisvwas rescinded on 4
February since receipts were by this time higher than
issues, The placing in operation of the pipeline betveeﬁ‘
8t, Jean De Losne and the La Forge installation at
Sarrebourg during the first week in February realized a
potential source of gasoline for amry'of 180,000 gallons
per day. Increased shipments from Base Section during
this same time removed gasoline from the short supply
column, As shipments increased during late February, it
was possible to shift the La Forge bulk storage_plaht to
Sase Section control. As a result army supplj was held
to a desirable level with a substantial supply évéilable
in Base Section for emergency needs, Warm weather, an
important factor in increasing shipments from Base Seétion,

also served to decrease the demsnd for diesel fuel and
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, 26
removed this item from the short supply status.

Rations flooded into Army dumps in ever increasing
amounts, from five days supply in the last week of January
to a surplus during the latter part of February of over
16 days on hand in army 1nstallationa.2 It became possible
to meke unrestricted issue of B rations completely bal-
anced through sorting and re-issue, -Ihe flow from Base
Section was halted temporarily to bring the supply on
hand down to the desired level of seven days. Fresh
meat became more readilj available, and through newly
opened cold storage facilities at Dijon and Epinal front
line troops were supplied. The relatively warm weather
improved the quality of the bread, and increased issue
was possible on full authorized allowances. Fresh fruits
and vegetables were once again available to troops, as
warmer weather made possible shipment of perishable items
into army ration dumps.28

As of 5 February ration dumps were operating at
Hampont, Machwiller, S8averne, Luneville, Sarrebourg and
8t. Die, At the conclusion of activity in the Colmar.
Pocket it was no longer necessary to maintain the instal-
lation at 5t. Die, which was clbsedvonvls February. To
facilitate the handling of supply from Bgse Section to
Nancy a non~issuing installetion ias maintained at
Chateau-S8alins. The 3rd Infantry Division while operat-
ing as SHAEF reserve drew rations and gasoline directly
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from base installations at Nancy., To furnish the
closest possible support for the 15 March offensive
rations dumps were opened in the forward areas of the
XXI and XV Corps.2 |
The third of the three "must® classes of supply,
ammunition, was the most serious item during the period
of build-up, Partially because of the heavy expenditures
during Jinunry and the continued heavy firing to elimi-
nate the Colmar Pdcket, sllocations were very limited,
This was necessary to achieve reserve stockage for the
impending offensive, With the exception of a limited
offensive in the Saarbruecken-Forbach areavby the XXI
Corps, expenditures were light., Average daily issues
at Army amounted to 39 percent of the receipts, or
approximately 534.6 long tons. Compared to the average
deily issue of 1,200 long tons during the Colmar Pocket
figpting, the decrease in the expenditure may be seen.3o
An ammunition analysis by Sixth Army Group on 1 FPeb-
ruary indicated the gtatus of emuunition in relstion to
anticibated expenditures by Seventh Army and the develop-
"~ ment of sufficient resources for the future major offensive.
| There will be insufficient ammﬁnition available
to properly support a major offensive by Seventh
Army until at least 30 days after the elimination
of the Colmer Pocket, Then the ammunition availe
able in the heavy calibers will be insufficient
unless augmented from outside Sixth Army Group.
" Operations during the saving period must not
require ammunition more than 1/2 of SHAEF's rate.3l

Seventh Army was issued the SHAEF rate for the period
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1l February to 10 hiarch but established its own build-up
at army supply polnts. In complisnce with the wishes

of the Commanding Generel, Sixth Army Group, Seventh Army
limited its dsily expenditure of artillery amﬁhnition

to 50 percent of the daily quantity allocated for the

| period. The limitation did not apply to ammunition for
the 3-inch gun, 75 mu howiizer, and 75 mm tank gun.32
For the month of February tonnage increased from 26,000
to 46,000 tons as a result of increased shipments from
Base Section and stringent restrictions on expenditures.
With the exercise of great care, Seventh Army finally
was able to consider its ammunition supply sufficient for
the 15 March offensive,

The physical delivery of materiel, although’not as
difficult as duriyg January, was impeded by extensive
thaws in the Seventh Army area which resulted in r9aﬂ
deterioration., In January French civilisn highway
engineers had assured the Seventh Army Engineer that
roads in the army area were not subject tc thaw damage,
and apmy highway mainfenance plans had been based on .
the necessity only for npormal repalr, Preliminary
information was found to be in error, Rapid disin-
tegration of the rosd hets required major repsairs
and the use of all avallable engineer troops to keep
truck.supply operative. On 9 Februery the Army Engineer
 advised General Patch that it would be some time before

appreciable improvement could be expected.33 Regulations
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issued by Seventh Army in February eliminsted all un-
necessary traffic, set the speed limit at 25 miles per
hour, reduced the 100 percent overloading of vehicles
to the rated capacity, and required a maximum use of
rail transportation, These restrictions, which helped
bring to é halt road deterioration, were lifted on .
26 February.34 '

The burden of carrying the bulk of Seventh Army
supply was absorbed by rail as the result of the partial
highway breakdown, Steady build-up of supplies in all
installations was possible in spite of extremely hesvy
troop movements that included the return of attached
divisions to other armies. Restrictions were §1aced
on movements by infantry divisions, which usually
required two‘trainsyfor vehicles and from four to five
trains for personnel and equipment, and by armored
divisions which required approximately 12 trains, Tﬁese
inter-army troop movements were schedﬁled from rallheads
that would not interfere appreciably with the movement of
army maintenance supplies.

'Expansion of the rail network was held to a minimum
during the bulld-up period, since most of the availsble
éhgineer troops were employed on highway repair, Oper-
ative lines, however, had not been greatly affected with
fhe retrograde movement in January, The two main<rail

linés ran from Nancy through Hampont and Haboudange to
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Sarralbe and from Luneville through Sarrebourg to éarralbe,
@although the latter line was not 1n operation between
Sarrebourg and Sarralbe until 1 March because of damaged
brigges and track north of Fenetrange., Work was them
continued on the line from Sarralbe to Sarreguemines,
since it was contemplated that the offensive would be in
fhis direction and that the line would be needed to carry
the bulk of Seventh Army supply. The proximity of the
front line to Sarrggueminas did pot permit reconnaissance
beyond this point.

On 28 January there were 61,995 long tons of all
classes of supply on hand in Seventh Army. The highest
point for materiel on hend was attained on 24 February
when the total amounted to 113,886 long tons, At this
time shipments from Base Section of those supplies which
army possessed in excess were curtailed to effect a more
evenly balanced figure in all classes of supplies. During
February rail and truck tranSport bad increased proe .
portionately., Beside the movement of supplies five
divisions were moved out of and three divisions into the
Seventh Army srea during Februesry. There were 187 dther
units moving to different locations. By 19 ilarch all
elassoé of supply had been brought up to a satisfactory
army reserve, although signal and ordnsnce equipment were
the last to be counsidered adequate, Tabie of Bquipment
shortages of medium tanks had been replaced by the
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middle of February, but accessories had in many cases
been lost in transit prior to arrival in the army area.
It was at times n.ceisary to cannibalize deadlined tanks
to put the new tanks into operation,

Preparation for the Rhine River crossing by DD-tanks
created singular proﬁlcms of supply. BSpecial rubberized
canves shrouds for tanks, manufactured in Paris and
delivered to Luneville, were received only a very short
time before they were needed. Seventeen DD-tanks were
processed for the crossing., Tests were conducted w;th cargo
carrying DUKWs to deternine what loads could be safely
carried, Preparations were made to suppiement the facil-
" itles of army depot cOmﬁanies supporting the operation
by the addition of Continentel Advance Séction units
should they be required, ‘

The addition in February of five SHAEF divisions
had made the problem of service troops véry'acute. vIt
was. necessary to shift available service units to handle
urgent requests, untll appropriate service troops to
support the newly attached divisions were received
in army area. Reshifting was again necessary when these
divisions‘pore returned to the Twelfth Army Group and
the supporting service troops detachod»frou Seventh Army .
control, With the addition to Seventh Army'of three
divisions, prior to the 15 March offensive, the

supporting service units were closed in the army area
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at an earlier date., A number or‘servico units were
permanently assigned to Seventh Army during this supply
build-up period, and were the culmination of long-standing
requests for suct units, Ten quartermaster truck come
panies received during the week the offensive began
were needed to facllitete army movement of troops and
supplies to support any extended advance, Rear instsllations
were being operated by an increasing number of civilisn
personnel to free army troops for the operation of supply

ih&tallations inside Germeny.

Qperation Undertone gnd Bupply Serviceg

Engineer troops with combat d%visions played a
significant pait in breaking throuéh the Sicgfried
defenses and in the crossing of the khine River. ihe
requirements of explosives rof breaching ths Siegfried
Line were calculated in advance by}the arﬁy engineer,
.and'troops were supplied with the neceésary materiel
between 15 and 20 March., Preliminary planning for the
crossing of the Rhine River had included a long program .
of training for engineer troops, It was appa?ent from
the speed ofvthe river that mechanical equipment and
tfained personnel would be needed for the asséult
crossing, It waé also nécessary to devise substantial
anchors for ponton bridgeé and some form of mine barrier

capable of standing up in a fast current. So well
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trained were engineer personnel that of the 400 motors
1n~assault craft sterted, simultaneously the morning of
the crossing only one known failure occurred, River
crossing equipment had becn assenmbled and the assault
carried through eccerding to plan,

In order to transport enough pontons for the ¢one
struction of a heavy ponton bridge which would support
medium tenks, & quartermaster truck company equipped with
ten~ton trallers was attached to each heavy ponton
bettalion. In this way 132 pontons were transported
in one trip.“The motor column of each river-crossing -
group comprised about 600 vehicles, was 35 miles long,
énd required over nine hours to pass any given point
‘in column,

One part of the over-all engineer plan included
the long-term logistical support of tue army after the
crossing had been completed.,  To insure the necessary
timber needed for bridging and rail reconstruction
-procurement plans had been formulated in October, and
by the time of the Undertone offensive sufficient materiel
was at hand, Plans for bridging the Rhine had been
esrefully laid in advance, Pirst priority was given to
the construction of a highway bridge tc be started 4
between D plus 4 and D plus 10 and to be completed by
D plus 24 or D plus 30. Second priority was given to
8 railroad bridge to be started upon completion of the

4
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highway spsn end to be finished by D plus 40, Additionsal
structures planngd in advence included a second highway
bridge and a second railroad bridge, At a 1atér date
another highway bridge, the responsibility of Communi-
cations Zone, was to be built. Construction of a Bailey
bridge on barges, as an interim measure, was considered

feaslible and a design approved on 19 March,
| In addition to the crossing equipment provided by the -
two engineer groups, sufficlent treadway units were distri-
‘buted to XV Corps, making the crossing, to permit the
construction by corps troops of a treadway bridge behind
each assault division, ° |
The crossing of the Rhine on 26 karch focused

attention on the necessity for a close follow-up of

supply installations, Support for army in its rapid
forward movement wes essential, 4dequate supply had

been developed withip ermy, and there wer2 no shortages

of major items of equipment existing that would hinder

the tectical plan, Rsations, gasoline, and ammunition

were sufficlent to support the offensive operation,
However, at the end of iMerch the quartermaster Class

II and IV duap was stillklocated in Sarrebourg and the
engineer II and IV dunrp in Luneville, The long haul
vetween divisions operating esst of the Rhine and supply
installations heavily burdened transportastion units,
.Motorized movement of troops jeopardized the haul of

supplies, since 1t was necessary to use army transportation
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as iell as corps and division trucks to maintain the
pressure on the disorganiged Germsny armw.sg

Once the Rhine was reached the physical orossing
became the responsibility of the engineora.’ The crossing
was made on a front of & little over nine miles. Although
overall opposition ias not strong, at points of concen~
tration it did considerable damage to the storm and aasault
boats. During one regiﬁental erossing every boat received
at least pne bullet or shrapnel hole, and another regimental
orossing resulted in the loss of two-thirds of the boats
involved. In the first 30 minutes of the crossing, eight
assault battalions were ferried to the east bank of the
Rhine, and the assault regiments were acroéa one hqur latere
Field artillery battalions crossed the river three and one
half hours after H-~Hour, and all the artillery of the as-
sault regiments had been crossed by H plus ten hours.
During the first 24 hours after H-Hour rafts trénuported
over 1,000 vehicles acrosa the river, including 50 tanks.
The reserve regiment of one division was completely across
the river by H plut 11 hours and the reserve regiment of
the other division by H plus 15 houra.‘o A

The heavy ponton and treadway bridges werovoonatructed

in good order, the first being finished by the middle of i

the afternoon of D«Day, a construction time of nine hours

e g

and 12 minutéa, believed to be the shortest oconstruction

time for any floating bridge ever put across the Rhine Rivers

|
[
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The first tank crossed the bridge at 1515 hours of D-Daye.
During the next ten days 38,925 vehicles used the bridge.
The two assault divigions were ocompletely across thn
river by H plus 82 hours, 'Allisovcnth Army divisions,
.oxcepting those in army reserve, :pproximntely_550,ooo
men with supporting vehlcles, were across the river in
less than a week, Army headquarters orossed on D plus 7
dayse On 28-March two dummy heavy ponton bridges were
constructed at Mannheim over which erossed several divisions
of the First French Army. A total of 30,870 vehicles
-uged this bridge the firast week it was 1noperatioh.41
Previous long-term logiatical planning for the
support of Seventh Army had included two timber highway
bridges, & Balley bridge on barges, and two railroad
bridge§ to be bullt for the main supply routes. Materials
and equipmsnt for the eonstruction of the first four
bridges had been assembled as close behind the front
lines as possible, prior to the assault on thi Siegfried .
" Lines The first highway bridge econstructed was 1,048
feet long, 30 feet wide, and had a eapaoity of 70 tons.
Work was started on D plus 3 and completed ten days
later. KErected from meterials prooured locally, including
- 340 piles that had been gut during the winter in the

. Vosges by Seventh Army personnel, it was a twoe-way,

. timber pile-bent, steel stringer bridge. Materials and

'oquipment were tfanuported entirely on engineer organie
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vehicles 85 miles from the assembly area to the site -

of the orossing. . The heavy equipment, including two 70
tonpile~driving rigs, was routed over back-rosds so as not
to interfere with the essential supply convoys of ammue
nition, gasoline, and rations.42

Opening the rail line to the Rhine was also an
engineer function. Two routes were to be finished at
th; sams time the rall dridge eoross the Rhine was ready ‘
for use. The route from Prfaffenhoffen, near Haguenau,
through Wissembourg to Worms followed the drive of the
VI Corpse The second route from Sarreguemines through
Kaiserslautern to Worms followed the XV Cerps push.
Single~track rail faocilities were completed on both
sections by 3 April. - The first rail bridge over the
Rhine at Mannheim was completed on 23 April end a -
second at Ksrlsruhe on 28 April. ' “onstruction was
oomplqtcd in 15 dnyaxlnd ten days respectively.

In the construetion of the Balley bridge on barges,
the engineers took advantage of existing bridge conditions.
Immediate reconnaissance had disclosed that many barges
near the orossing had been sunke Plans were the made
to utilige the still-smouldering remains of a German
military trestle bridge near Frankenthal, three miles
north of Lu&viglhnfen. The German bridge originally
consisted of trestle approaches with floating navigétion
bays tetalling approximately 400 feet. Although 300
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foeet of the superstructure of the trestle bridge had
been destroyed, many of the pile-~bents were still usable.
All navigation bays had been sunk or were missing. By
cutting and rocappihg oiiaﬁing bents and by driving
additional bents ia required it was possible to erect
& continuous doublo--ingle Bailey bri&ge to span the
gape The 820 feet continuous Bally bridge was started
on D plus 2 and completed on D plul 13.‘3

Transportation eontinued to be the key to the
supply avalability for Seventh Army with Base Section
resources adequate for irmy requiremsntse A short time
after the offensive was begun, combat units had progressed
80 rapidly that existing railheads were no longer far
enough forwarde. Completion of the rail bridge across
the Sarre River at Sarralbe made it possible to open
a railhead at Barroguominel.‘ This new railhead with
another nearby at Sarreinsming handled 31,024 tons of
suppllies during the first seven days of operation. Rear
installations at Epinal and in the Chateau-Saline sector
wore turned over to CONAD, permitting the use of army
regulating personnel at forward locations and releasing
additional service troops for new supply peints. Some
125,000 tons of supplies were moved into armg area by

rail during the perlod from 15 March to the end of the month.

Although repair of rail facilitlies was accomplished

as rapidly as possible, army was nevertheless forced to
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depend on truck operations, as the forward supply instale
‘lations were extended to the Rhine River. The turn-around
time was inoreased to nearly 24 hours and appreciably de-
oreased the potential lift. To inorease the supply haulage
capacity six truck companies were attached to Seventh Army,
making 1t poesible to use & dally average of 1,263 trucks
-for overethe-road hauling. Troop:.movements, which included
the additional divieions returned to army control to support
the offensive, and small unit moves resulted in a total of
46;168 vehicles moving in convoy over the road network

45
during the month.

Beyond the Rhine

Once the Rhine had been orossed and the assault
divisions had pushed east, distances for supply trans-
portation lengthened mccordinglye The consumption of -
gasoline increased, as three armored divisions spsare
headed the advance. A shortage in five-gallon gas
containers required conservation measures to insure the
avallability of packsged gescoline. During the last voék.
in March an average issue of 647,758 gallons of gsasoline
was madee During the remainder of the campaign daily
1ssues were consistently over the 600,000 gallon mark
with a pesk aversge lssue bseing made during the week
of 29 April to 6§ Msy of 690,000 gallons. An emergency
measure during the firat week in April resupplied gasoline
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by air at Wertheim, £8 miles west of Wuersburg, for
the advance of combat troopse A total of 721,443 gallﬁns ;
was brought in dy this method over a four.deasy period.46
Construction of a 10,000 barrel atorage tank wes
completed early in April at Sarreguemines, an extension
having been sompleted of throe four«-inoh lines from the
La Forge installations at Sarrebourg. A4Along the Rhine
captured storage facilities at Frankenthal and Ludwigs. -
hafen were repaired, with 30,000 barrels capacity at the fore
mer and 4,800 tons at the latters A foureinch pipeline,
strung across the Khine on a Balley bridge from Frankenthal
to Sandhofen, was operating on 1lf April with the gasoline
feoeding into a 5,000 barrel tanke By the end of the month
the main pipsline from Sarreguemines was feeding into
this same reaorvoir.47
When the direction of Seventh Army atteck was changed
to the south toward the Swiss border, operations entered
a sector that had not been given a thorough study by the
Seventh Army Engineers. Hurried reconnaissance was made
of the ares, and rsil and msin supply routes were laid
out from 'hatéver_information was available. MNontha of
study had been devoted to the routes in what 1t had been
supposed would be the Seventh Army axis of advance. ?he
change of direétien placed the engineers at the disadvantage
until available maps of the area and other pertinent data
sould be compiled for supply plnnhing.f.ﬁapid determination
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of the cohdition of bridges, rall and highréy capacity.‘
and slternate routes made 1t possible to keep the supply
flow moving without interruptione.

Before the rail line ecrossed the Rhine on 24 April,
army and CONAD vehicles hauled from west of the river
to forward areas. CONAD heavy vehicles, 10»£0n vans,
carried supplies to the several transfer points which had
been set up at Ulm, Munieoh, and Augsburg. Army vehicles :
plcked up their loads at these points and made rediatributieﬁ
to forward supply dumps. 7his arrangement materially aided
the tonnage allotment of each supply agency through
fixed commitmenta and speefaligation of cargo runa.48

The first raill shipments over the Rhine were made
to Hellbronn on 24 April.\ Forward elements of army,
hoiavor. wore operating in the Munich area by this date
and were dependent on truck ahipmbnts for a supplye A
secondary line was placed in operation on 1 May for VI
Corps troops tromyxleinkota-Krumbnch to Sochongau. This
line moved approximately 300 to 600 tons daily of Class
I and III supplies. Upon completion of tha rail bridge
at Ulm and the opening of an additional line from Augsburg
to GermischeFPartenkirchen, this secondery line to
Schongau was oloaed.ég 4 _ |

~ Troop moveménta were exceptionally high in the army

area during April, 1l divisions being moved, exclusive

of the forward progress of units in oombate. ZThese 11
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moves accounted for 14,908 vehicles on the ermy road
networke. In ;ddition, 385 other convoys moved into
or within army area. A scheduled rall movement of the
2nd French Armored Division was cancelled and a recom=
mendation made that the unit not be sent to the Seventh
Army untll such & time as the supply and transportation
situation made 1t feaaible; This recomnendation was
neceseary since the allocation of availalde: rail tonnage*
for eritical class I, III, and V suppllies left only 100
tons per day for combat vehicles, spare parts, bridging,
hoapital trains, replacemenfs, and other fransportable
itemss bMovement of the division would have required
about 37 trains of 4560 tons each which would have '
leriouaiy hampered the movemaht of necessary supplieé.so
There was one tactical movamant.thut was blunted
because the main supply route was not udequately maine
tained. The breakthrough of the 10th Armored Division
1n‘tho Crailsheim area left the division stranded 1h
Craillsheim vithoﬁt a flow of supplye ThbvNeckar River
and Jagst bridges had been blown and termporsry bridges
were under oh@my fifé. Althbugh the alriield was under
enemy fire, it was possible to deliver by air 20,000
gallons of gasoline, 7,000 rations, 1,000 rounds of
105 mmm and 100,000 rounds of small irm@ ammunition with
the loss 6f only oné C~47, destroyed as a result of a

Qirect hit from enemy artlllery. A later breakthrough
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into this area was maintained through the expedient of
motorizing oge RCT of the 44th Division which kept pace
with'tha armor and guarded the coritical points along the
main supply route.51 The fanatical defense Ln the Heile
bronn area during the early part'of April also threatened
to upset supply delivery. As result of ehemy artillery
action, 1t was impossible to maintain a treadway bridge
over the Neckar River at this locatlion; and a general
re-routing of suppllies was made through Mosabache.
Air resupply was used again for VI Corps near

Goeppingen, which had Class I, II and V installationse
On 26 and 27 Aprll, 400,000 gallons of gasoline and
150,000 rations were delivered by air. Cargo planes,
£80 C=47's, were used to make the deliveriese Under
| the provislional supply aet.ﬁp, corps quartermaster could

deliver only 100,000 gallons of gas by truck, which was
approximetely 65 percent of corps requirements. The
balance was delivered by eir shipments until truck
transportation was avallable. DBad weather made uncertain
the regularity of aip supply, which, however, fulfilled
the emergency neede.

The 1ssue of rations during the perlod following

the Rhihe‘crossing.waa relatively goods With the exception

of the period 15«21 Aprii, B rations weps readily avallable

in army ration dumps. During the above period, however,
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the ,n~-hand supply dropped to 0.5 days. The feeding
of Allied prisoners of war who had bdon liberated by
the army advance, German prisoners, and many dilpldcod
persons created new pioblema for the army. Planning
prior to iho movement Into Germany offered some precedence
* for the method of handlinge | |

Since the feeding and clothing of diaplaced personas
would normally be taken eare of through military governs
ment channels, 1t was difficult to determine how long
divisions overerunning such camps would need to supply
them from division stocks. An unahficipated drain on
army and division reserve supply was the result. Vast
numbers of German prisoners in army stockades, estimated
at 150,000  ecn 1 May, made the colleotion and re-distri.
bution of captured enomy»rood stocks a major problem.
¥Foeding and evacuating prisoners did not reach a critical
stage until the end of April. Evacuation by supply trucks
making the return run to railheads became insufficlent
because of the large number of prisoners. Special hnolo—
sures had to be built and perlonnol hnd tq)?id, until
evacuation could be mndo.52

The seriousness of the food -upply within the German
Army at the time of ita capitulation is 111uatrnted by
an analysis contsined in a Seventh Army radio message
to ETOUSA, dated 11 May, outlining the problem of feeding

German prisonerss
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It 1s difficult to comprehend the manner in
which the German Army supplied itself from such
meager reserves even to the extent of short sup-
plies of grain for bread. In view of the shortages
of food supplies the army has initlated action to
establish a baslie emsrgency menu built around bacon,
bread (German), and fresh potatoes. There is
apparently an appreclable quantity of fresh
potatoes stored in the ground but they are in
small quantities and in isolated places and are
diffiocult to locate.

Air evacuation of Allied prisoners of war was made
whenever the health of the soldiers would permite Lis.
placed persons were segregated and’boﬁnmn the respons
sibility of the G-& section. Seventh Army continued
to supervise nnd‘guurd the defeated Gbrmgn Army, and
through a central colloctioﬁ point all available food
supplies were explolited. , . ’: - ﬁ'
| Although there were some shortages in food and ~
gasolline during the fin;l phase of the war in Gormnn};

the supply of ammunition was not termed oritical at any

time following the beginning of the operation on 15 Marche

Two reasons account for thist the tremendous bdbulld-up
that had been accomplished prior to the major offensive,
and the general disintegration of the German defeﬂno.

At the beginning of the offensive the daily expenditures
wore in excess of ourrént allocated daily rates but
remained within the overall accumulated sredits and
savings of the army. ,Bapid advanop}by the Seventh Arnmy
once the Rhine had been orossed reduced the necessity

" for heavy expenditures, although individual towns

and cities offered resistance and were heavily shelled.

-
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The original plan for ammunition supply points was
to eatablish one near each corps with s main supply
point for army in the vicinity of the railhead. When
the change in direction of Seventh Army attack was
made, 1t was necessary to oconsolidate all stock in one -
army supply point from which the three corps had to
drawe Ammunition shortage in individual units was
usually restricted to ths lighter types of shell and
did not indicate an army shortage‘but merely none
avalilability at forward supply points. Expenditures of
75 mm and 76 mm tank ammunition were heavy, since tanks
wore often used as artillery support for infantry troopse.
The period 821 April marked the last major resistance
on the part of the Germsn Army snd materially inoreased
ammunition expenditures. Shipments in the latter part
of April were redused, and by 1 May only replscement
of actusl expenditure was dbeing ;ndo by Base Sectione

 S8hortages in eertain items of ordnance equipment
became apparent as the period of army operations drew
to a slose. Many vehicles were dctdllﬁcdrbocau:o of
the lack of replacement partse 7The replacement of
rombat veabicles and weapons was to;pora¥1ly held wp,
but sufficient shipments were received by the middle
.of April to make essential replacements. The full-time

use made of all general purpose vehicles, however,
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accellerated its rate of deterioration and continued
to deplete the reserve stocks avallable 1n'uruy.
Shortagel of tires and tubes were somewhat relieved by
the use of scaptured German rubber, which was .ubatituted
on front wheels and spares. ,

| Signal and medical lupplieu were adequate during
this last phase of operations. Nedical organi:ationl
had been well-equipped prior to the 15 Hnrch offensive

and were in a position to mnintain operations without
ro:upply for a 10 to 20 day poriod. Reoovery of German
medical equipment made it possible to‘ptiiizo captured
supplies for over-run Gerﬁagshoap;tali gndrreliové
any strain on army reservee. |

The prdblom sonfronting the service troopn

ulsigned to army incressed with the lost worklng
time which resulted from the noeensityrror close
follow=up of the rapid udiance of the conmbat unitl
ﬁnd the consequent loss of timo involved in rroquent
moving. Uuarding and handlins captured enemy mntariol
furthar deplotod the availablo manpowers Some rolior
of poraonnol shortages was locured through the hiring
ef diaplucod oivilianl. althoush the ETOUSA ruling that
Fronch oivilian labor would net be moved into Germeny
~ made necessary employment readjustments und thn

hiring 4f many Poles, Russians, and Itallana.
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Campaign HReview

The cessation of hostilities on the Seventh Army
front did not eliminate the supply problems that had
eonfronted the army during the final phase of fighting
in southern Germany. Of the three critical items,
amnunition was the only one that could be removed from
the overall plcture. Food and gasoline were néoded in
great quantities. But the transition peQiod from |
operationas to occupation must remain as a separati
period of historical 1nterpn£. Some review of the
Seventh Army campaign through France and Germany 1s _
more appropriate to a report of operations. , |

¥hile the German Army still opposed Seventh Army
in Frence and Germany the enphasis of supply was upon
the bullets and shells to be directed against the enemy.
Statistics of the entire Seventh Army eampaign inbludo
a total amuunltion tonnage issued to combat troops of
833,685.7 long tonse A proper figure r the handling
of tonnage would be to mnltipiy this rlgurobbj fhroo
to include the receipt, ;laua, and the second unloading
within army area. The tonnage iassue figure does not
squal the total amount received since this included
12,670.5 tons on haﬁd in army supply points at the
end of the righﬁing end oredits avallable for the ermy
of approximately 90,000 tons from amsunition turned over
to Base Section as the army moved forward. During tho



1231

campaigh several new types of ammunition were introduced
and omployod; All 1ssues to troops wefe for replace-
ment of basic load ammunition. Seventh Army did not
have an esteblished balio 1oad for units but left
determination of the amouht to unit commanders based
on the carrying capaaity.of avallable transportations
This proved to be a most satisfactory mgthod,”uinco
in mghy instances 1t ﬁllowed combat units to continue
fighting during oritical pofiods without exposing
troops making deliveries. - |

' To summarige the participation of supply agencies
in the campaign it is necessary to return to the pree
planning days in December of 1943 in Alglers end Oran,
when operatidn ANVIL was still a paper project awaliting
finel authorigation from higher headquarters. Lack of
decislion tended to confuse the necessary logistical
planning. The actual operation, changed in name to
DRAGOON, was a successful Army-Navy landing opergtian
in the harbor areas adjacent. to Mareeille. German
destruction of the harbor of Marsellle had made this
large‘port entirely unusable at the date of its captures
however, two months later, berths for 20 Liberty ihipl
'ero.uvailable as well as coaster bertha,ftanker berths,
and LST hafdi. Coincidental in time, the harbors of
DuBouec, Toulaﬁ, Ginnoa, and Nice were reopened, each

1nvolv1ngﬂclear1ng of mines, removing wrecked hulks,
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and rebuilding the extensive facilities. During the
last two weeks of the Seventh Army campaign, the port
of Varseille was operating st a capacity of 25,000 tons
per day. During the entire campaign some 2,500,000 tons
of cargo, 180,158 vehicles, and 491,000 personnel had
passed through its facilities,

The tremendous problem of transportation was the
focal point throughout the Seventh Army's campaign,
Directly integrated with all tactical moves, the hove-
ment of supply hinged first on EBase Section availability
and secondly on the rail and truck services delivering
the necessary quantities of materiel within the time
factor allowed by the operestional movement of the army,
It was necessary for srmy to support itself by truck
hauls supplemenfed by air-drops until the capture of
Grenoble, 172 miles inland. Rail rehabilitetion commenced
a8 soon as the troops moved inland from the beaches with |
the first locomotive going into operation on 23 August,
eight days after the landing. Rail service was opened
into Lyon, Dijon, and Besancon by 21 September; and a
system of 1,166 miles of line was open for operation by
1 November serving both the First French Army and the
Seventh Army at the time the tactical situation had
stabilized itself in the Vosges ¥Yountains,

The rapid forward movement of Seventh Army had
been retarded in October as the result of three related
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causes, Transportation wes unable to place sufficient
supplies in Seventh Army instellations to insure a safe
margin in the event an offensi e operation met expected
stiffening resistance, The German retrest had been
precipitous but, nevertheless organized, and had placed
the enemy in advantageous defensive positions. Finsally,
the condition of men and equipment of the Seventh Arhy
showed the strain of the rapid advance and soon would
require rest, The month of October and the first part
of November became & perlod of build-up of all classes
of supply to support the November offensive that was
aimed at clearing the area west of the Rhine and exploit-
ing & possible Rhine crossing should the Opportunit&
present itself., Transportation facilities met the
requirements of the army for the desired level of supplf
and, subject to physicel limitation in Base Sections, |
had sufficient reﬁerve to maintain thre Seventh Army drive,
Winter weather wes first experienced in October in the
High Vosges where deep snow and damp, cold weather produced
a non-combatant casualty loss. The successful renetrstion
through the Vosges in November and to the Alsatian Plain
in Decembggozgzrhalted by the Germah counter-offen;iwe
egainst é&;&n Allied front. An adjustment of froats
was made between the Third and Seventh Armies which
enabled Third Army units to be employed in the Ardennes

sector, Wwhen an expected secondary thrust by the German
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Army sgainst the Seventh Army front called for defensive
measures that 1ncludéd a planhed retrogrado movement of
supply, Lunegille And Epiﬁal became the main rear ine
stallations and Saverne and Sarrebourg the foriard dumps,
with St. Die opened for iupport of troops rightingbin %
the Colmar Pocket area. '

The transfer of supply in J&nuary from forward pointa
to the rear aﬁd from Base Sections to rear caused & COhe
centration of materiei within army not readily available
to the using troopse As a result of the long distances
-1nv01ved and unsatisfactory road'neta a serious con@ition
existed 1ﬁ all classes of supplye Army was able to cone
tain the German thrust with relatively little loss 6f‘
tactical ground and assumed a atatic defensive role that
included & closely controlled expendituﬁe of ammnition.
Future offensive plenning raquirad supply to build
substantial reserves as well as to fill all table of
equipment shortages of combat units. On 15 March Seventh
. Army mounted a major offenslive almed at Germany.

During the first 1l days of the last major offensive
up to the Rhine crossing supply had been able to move
forward in relatively close aupport. Following the
croasing, the distances hetween combat units and supply
points became relatively greiﬁer. Rall was of practically
no assistance within army area for the movement of sup=-

plies from the Rhine eastward until late in Aprile. Trucks
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of CONAD and army were coordinated to keep the lsvel
of supply sufficlent to maintain the army drive.
' At the end of hostilitles on the Seventh Army front
on 8 lMay, a distance of over 1,000 miles had been travel-
led, that 1ncluded the opening Rhone Vaiiey push and the
closing thrusts into the last points of resistance in |
the Austrian Alps. Subpiy had been sufficlent to maine
tain all the operatfbna mounted by army, even though
in some cases such operationa might havé been delayed
until a safisfactory supply build-ﬁp ooﬁld be attained.

Service troopa; from the medicai vurdyattendant in a rear
i hoepitai to the signal corps linesman laying wire under
shell fire, had sgﬁported combat divlsioni to the rﬁll

extent of thelr drives.
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ANNEX &

Clasg of Supplieg B:sg;x_ﬂ dssued

QM

QM II, & IV
ord II & IV
gig II & IV
Eng I1& IV
Med II & IV
Cws II & 1V
Qd IIT
ord V

W8 V

25,830.4
2,866,
19,325.27
2,429,
3,619.
244,2
222,

43,672.5

47,849.7
1,389.

29 866,04
2,676,
174590.95
2,713.1
4,523,

310.01
. 50,
47,902,
43,040,1
1,362,

gupplies Received and Issved at Seventh Army Dumpg
Japuery for all &laﬂﬁga of Supplies Ap Long Iona

On Hend at
—lose

6850
3530
8788
2943
6808
319
279
4370
27091
1021


https://19,325.27

ANNEX B

Weapon U/F  NATOUSA ETOUSA  SHAEY
— R R4 BATE.
Carbine, cal .30 15 1.5 1.5
Rifle, cal .30 M1 20 3.0 3,
Gun, Mch ecal .30 250 €0, 70,
Gun, sub mch, cal .45 25 6. 6,
Gun, Mch cal ,50 200 25, - 2%,
Gun, 37mm anti-tank . 30 4, 5.
Gun, 40mm | 144 8, 8.
Gun, 75mm tank 75 6. 10. 6.9
Gun, 76um AT, SP 13, 13,
Gun, 90mn AA ‘ 75 7. 6. 6.5
Gun, 90mm anti tank 15. 15, 21.8
Gun, 155mm M17, 18, ¥1 100 30. 25. 14.3
How,, 75mm SP 80 i3, 15, 27.7
 How,., 105mm M2Al 175  s0. 20. 26.7
How., 155mm M1 100 . 35. . 25, 19.7
Mortar, 60mm 50 7.5 10, - 4,96

Mortar, 8lmm 75 135. f 15. 10.



ANNEX G
Y Stock

) |
WAthip SeVenth ATur ot ERG SF Pertod 23-27 Janusry

ITEM No, of
WEAPONS

Carbine 151,334
Rifle, cal. .30 (all types) 121,839
Rifle, cal, .30 (auto) 3,938
Machine Gun, cal, .30 . 11,931
Pistol, Cal. .45 | 10,689
8MG, Pistol, cal. .45 51,350
Machine Gun, cal, .50 12,902
37mm Gun AL 224
37mm Gun T & AT 1,026
40tm Gun 288
57mm Gun 971
60mm Mortar : 1,502
' 8lum Mortar 1,004
75mm Howitzer 185
75mm Gun 712
76mm Gun - 323
3" Gun 360
9O0mm gun . 132
| 105mm Howitzer M2 : 896
105mm Howitzer I3 204
4.,5" Gun | 48

No. of
ROUNDS

1,793,800
6,223,183
972,950
5,041,500
1,041,040
4,412,077
58,858
45,506
32,277
26,866
102,224
24,831
21,427
70,965
51,391
46,498
18,212
271,741
19,296

17,480

Days of
Supply
ETOUSA
7.9
150.3
8.2
6.4

6.0
13.9
32.8

8.8
14,0

3.9

6.8

1.6

7.7

9.9
12,2

9.9
32.4

7.5

4.7

13.0



Annex C (Cont'd)

ITEM §§£p§§§
155mm Howitzer, M17,18, Ml 264
155mm Gun ‘ 78
8" Howitzer 72
8% Gun 4
240mm Howitzer o 18

4.2% Chemical Mortar " 108

No, of
ROUNCS

79,946
23,276
22,918
358
34594

19,919

Days of
Supply
EIQUSA
12,0
11.9
15.9
5.9
28.5
7.4



- ANNEX D
Ammunition Avaeilable Lo Seventh Army op 13 March

| No. of - - Roundg per Gun

Type Weapons  Min, Desired ~ Available
105mm.Howifzer 817» ‘ :1200 _1; 1133
155mm Howitzer 336 800 892
" 4.5 inch Gun 36 800 500
1550 Gun 126 660 578
240mm Howitzer 18 500 255

8" Howitzer 72 - 600 346



ANNEX B
Army Supply Incresge from 28 January to 24 February

Based on

Weekly Figures of Receipis a_Q Estimates of Requirements

Class of Supply  2/3  2/10  2/17 . 2/24

QM cless 1

Receipts 951,10 1482.7 1172.3 1180.2

Requirements 1050 1000 950 815
QM class III

Receipts 1989,50 3172.7 2430.5 2060,7

Requirements 1050 1900 1700 1500
CWS class V Lo . :

Receipts 62,40 91,8 96.4 79.9

Requirements 60 55 60 0
Ord class V . '

Receipts 1300,70 2196,7 1642,0 2130,07

Requirements 1400 1200 1200 1150
QM class II & IV

Receipts 79.80 201.1 157.14° ~ 89.4

Requirements 133 130 135 115
Ord class II & IV )

Receipts - 641,80 1068.0 1427.48 654,02

Requirements 700 550 750 - 700
CWS class II & IV f

Receipts 40 9.4 5.7 ' 7.0

Requirements 5 4 4 3
Engr class II & IV | -

Receipts 39.50 72.1 102.2 206 .4

Requirements 150 150 150 150
Med class II & IV '

Receipts 9.60 15.5 2.07 10.32

Requirements 16 16 15 13
81g class II & IV

Receipts 111.30 245,0 110.71 87.9

Requirements 125 125 120 120
Total receipts 5186.10 8%955.0 7146 .50 6202,91

Requirements 5539 5130 5084



Week
18-24 March
25-31 March
1-7 April
© 8-14 April
15-21 April
22-28 April
29-5 May
6-12 May

ANNEX F

i of Weekly zgggaig
drmy by Rall gund Jruckg

Received by
March %o 12 May
Ball Zrucks -
39,371.22 2,532,8
37,048,16 2,354,21
30,004.34 2,531.17
25,920.23 5,704,36
23,938.7 / 6,820.46
21,133.56 14,993.28
19,661.62 12,135.83
5,886.50 25,901.58 -



ANMNEX G
Pistances Iravelled by Army Trucks During the Week
Lﬁ%*‘%umwu
Frapkenth.l e to Advance Supply Ingtallations

Clasg | Yicinity of ~ Round Trip

I-1III-V Bad Kissingen 224
I - III Sennfeld o 152
I-111 Bamberg L 372
I-1I1II° Rothenburg 360
I- 11X Heilbronn 148
III ) Friedrichsfeld 60

Sulzbach 130

Dittigheim 128

Rimpar 196



ANNEX H
Army Supply Point Locatlons 15 March %o § May

W Location - 'vgatg' opened
New Altheim = 3/20 Neustadt 3/27
Lobsann 3/21 Biblis = 3/29
Kirchﬁimbolanden 3/25% Gross Ostheim 3/31
Kaiserslautern 3/26 | Vierheim 4/1
Dittingheim 4/5 Hartershofen 4/22
Sulzbach 4/6 ' Holzheim 4/24
Burjos - a/6 Satteldorf  4/25
Lauter 4/7  Hainsforth  4/26

Bamberg ' 4/15 Witteslingen 4/27
Schwabbach °~ ~  4/20 |



ANNEX I

Breakdown by Weapons of o on Issued
for Seventh Army Campaign 137 August 1944-0 May 1943

Weapon | No. of Rounds
105mm M2 Howitzer 3,452,442
60mm Mortar 1,060,243
8lmm Mortar ‘ 1,282,630
«30 cal Carbine 31,210,039
.30 cal Rifle (o3 & Ml) 69,199,162
.30 cal MG 89,847,962
.50 cal MO 21,964,288
.45 cal Pistol & SMG 25,551,460
Grenades, hand 1,038,300
8" Howitzer 84,482
240mm Howitzer 13,818
155mm Gun 234,473
155mm Howitzer 682,654

4.5 Gun 143,385



ANREX §

Civilian %ﬁ%ﬁ% feventh Army

Week E‘_r_gm DPisplaced Persgons
18-24 March 4,545

25-31 March 1,835

1-7april 1,275 403

8-14 April 585 1,225
15-21 April | 260 2,524
22-28 April 182 2,425

29-5 May ‘ 187 | 2,424

6 ~12 May 238 2,433
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